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TPres e (oSTETVES Sooppcsigr T
THIg pusTNESS OF EXISTECEs

So meny pleintive outcries about: your Messing oconditions have
resohed this office, that wo think it neoessaxry to publish an
Wextra! giving an explapation of tho causes of the meny

With the willing co=operation of the 'Ad)' and the Ber and
Officers we have prepared & classified list of items for youwr
enlightenment, anc publish it hercundeXls
COQHHOUSE, _

Tnsicilod loc:l labour has had ro be temporerily employed ad
the eonversion to Turopean gtandawds of hygieno is proce
epaces Washing=uno watex 18 TOW shenged froquently-and f1y=
proof covers for the food will be)supplied as soon as they ocan
be constructede . -

“With the aid o the Armament Seotion and a member of wATRETRIF"' 2
; giaff of learned .:sTksy & great ivprovement has been made in
; the serverye A lousing ‘Conmibdee mects tonight, and AIRSTRIP
e wiill be represent . to give a full report on the findingse - .
The recent shou -age of drinking wler was & result of & hyeake
doum in the town's supply that neccesitated the bowsers having %o
quoue up for hourn on ende Two &op tenks have baen supplied %o
your site, but as v have at present ne bowser of our own they
commot always be £:pt fulls, In yepiy to an Urgency Signal, &
boirser is belng: d :apeched by rail LOMOrrowWe
BITR, o ) |
Tndent was mad. in good fHime for “nis month's quota of fhe
blushful hypooren:, and a thind'! has becn put in to 22l Group
Wollaree 5/Lts Scnnis a beer«<lover himself, if we recall our
QeTalUe days correctlys snd wiil do everything ‘possible: to speed
delivery = but for ourselves We cannot see that it matterpy.
wheihey the beer ariives OR thg 3rd or the 30th of the mou'.%rz’.

Cfors purclys Fhe anticipation, is swecter tlﬁ.ﬁ.’"im_'ﬁﬁhtalgio

g Pemorye Soiie FE¥b rd ishrips ¢ oy therways have had no issue singe

i % . Christmase
' e CIGARIPTTESe, _
~ By courtesy of ‘he Overseas Tobacco Lea 116 you have received
- glready 120 over 4 sae and -gn sificiel issus should appear todaye
CANTENg
A pricc 1ist is posted in the Squadron Janteens and you axe
: o gucker if you ailow yourself ©O be gypped. :
This has arrived todays bub Basc Post Office have neither
clues nox explanat’ o of the cause of the hold=upe
S8 ‘At the risk of reading like SeRe0:’s We must stress that yaa - -

oan help yourselves far bethcr tiion anyone elsc calle Don't bind o
each otiiers bind tho folks in charge of facititics’ -~ and bind :
them yigide ==—= Weobs are thelr names ? Here they arcie
Ganteen, F/Os Wild'a: Mossings B/Lis Chouffob (Pronounce Shoe=
Foc) PeSelse, the *Add's Gﬁi}llcral Weifarc, F/Lte Currice
Bear Ups YOW G, DSy darl: 'skies naver stay Jor long and you
must appreciate thet we did tieke ovar in ene ekl of a hurrYe
Bhdure for a week and then count. the impm-p'*\'fements. 1i.ay should
be consiAnsahle: B N
nATRETRTET Tinr opoREielst gdbi
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hatten had to abandon plan of assault by sea on Rcmgog,; sible for Indian 15th Corps troops to land at Akyab

and hie forces by air and foot into northern Burmer femes T 1. r 1-wd RBanaoon. Burma's bigagest citv and harbor,



g 3 hards
north Burma fighting

American, West African, East African, Nagas
Kachin, and Chin troops. :
- Primarily it was and is a British opera-
!’mn. An estimated two-thirds of the forces
in Burma are drawn from the Indian Army.

. But many of the Indian divisions contain in

turn a large proportion of United Kingdom
troops and all have some British element.

L The Chinese 1st Army which is commanded

by L't -Gen. Dan Sultan, an American, is pre-
dominantly Chinese but also has American,
Indian and British units.

Ly- The difficulties before Mountbatten were

immense. The Japanese were standing across
the India border in the Manipur Hills. They
had good communications by road and rail
up the Irrawaddy Valley from Rangoon. The

. decision was to strike at the heart of the

enemy in north Burma by attempting to take
the towns of Mogaung and Myitkyina and
then pushing southward. The campaign was
necessarily complex since the mountains in

_¢ the north split the field of battle into three.

It meant terrible marches and extensive use

22 of air supplies but it was carried through.

L)“t jectives.

During the long months of 1944 the Allied
forces battered their way into the key ob-
As they were taken the sirain

eased. Captured airfields widened the use
of air power for attack and for transport.
Allied planes, British, American and Can-
adian, made the Mandalay rail line almost
unusable for the enemy by destroying the
majority of the Japanese locomotives.

% ,

WITH little pub

licity,

ngineers have lunch by their bulldozer. In the
the Allies often built their roads as they went.

RCAF took part in campaign.
Calgary, and F/O Mal Beverly, Toronto, watch w

O |

HILL TRIBESME

forces.

As the Allies advanced, work on the Ledo
Road under the direction of U.S. Army engi-
neers went forward, keeping close behind the
troops. Moguang and Myitkyina fell. Fin-
ally Mountbatten was able to report that the
first part of the task allotted him at the Que-
bec conference was complete. A land supply
route to China was open—the combined
Ledo-Burma road which was renamed the
Stilwell Road. Mountbatten’s troops, spear-
headed by Lt.-Gen. Sir William Slim's 14th
Army hammered on towards Mandalay and
the ultimate goal of Rangoon.

The achievement in Burma is a classic
example of effective Allied teamwork. Part
of the success is attributable to fighting by
the Chinese on the Upper Salween river. Not
directly a part of the Burma campaign, this
operation in southwest China has been a big
drain on the Japanese forces.

As a whole the Burma campaign has been
a striking defeat for Tokio. Mountbatten's
strategy left thousands of enemy troops to
wither in the jungles and mountains, cut off
from their supplies. Other thousands have
been killed in battle. At the last estimated
it was believed that only 160,000 Japanese
were left in Burma, not more than 30,000 of
them combat troops. For these future pros-
pects are glum. A few might retreat through
the mountain passes into Thailand. The ma-
jority will be pushed south with the choice
of fighting until overwhelmed or attempting
a doubtful sea evacuation through waters

WO Bob Owen.
ork on air strip.

N have been a val
These are Kachins under British command, first-rate fighters.

SUPPLIES by air have made the

an RAF plane parachutes materia

/| ‘ . -

uable part of the polyglot.li'lied

where Allied naval strength is growing
steadily greater. Those who flee may reach
Malaya but they will have to leave their
heavy equipment behind as the Allies d:4
when they retreated into India. 4
Burma itself is a prize plum for the
anese to lose for it was the greatest ro/°
r ¥
rice-exporting nation of the world. Ith
though not in great quantities. 5

Most important is its loss as a =
theatre of military operations but rivaliiug
this is the blow to prestige for the Japanese.
In Burma they have tried their hardest to
show themselves as benevolent liberators.
They have worked cleverly with the strong
nationalist group in Burma which wishes
ardently to be completely free of Britain and
they have left home afiairs to the Burmese as
much as possible—as long as that adminis-
tration did not encroach on Japanese needs.
The Burmese have been allowed their legis-
lature and their government machinery.

Full effects of this political campaign will
not be known until all Burma is freed of the
Japanese. But there are indications that it
has been far from a tull success. As they ad-
vanced the Allies have received increasing
aid from Burmese guerrillas. Throughout the
three years of warfare the hill tribes have
stayed loyal to the British and fought well
for them. And the Burmese themselves are
closer. in race and in spirit to the Chinese
than to the Japanese.

1 to E
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BURMESE INTERLUDE

During the afternoon of Friday 24th May, 1945, while
with 238 Squadron, Transport Command, R.A.F., and stationed at
Comilla in the eastern Bengall Plain, I was quietly going about
my business of restoring to flying conditions the starboard engine
of one of our Dakotas, when the Flight Sergeant in charge of the
Malintenance Section emerged from the ruined building which served
as the Section Headquarters and yelled - politely - "Pierce, you
b----y criminel, I want you.." (This, because a few days earlier
I had been "crimed" by the R.A,F, Police in Comilla Town, where I
was apprehended wearing shorts (instead of slacks ) "east of the
Brahamaputra", and had perforce to be charged). He informed me
that one of our kites was grounded at ilagwe strip in Burma, unable
to get engines started, and a signal had come through for a Fitter
to be flown over to fix the motors. I was told to detail another
Fitter and an Electrlclan and take what I thought fit to get the
aeroplane going, and to be ready to fly on a 'plane from Comillas
Airfield early next morning. I collected a suitable set of tools
and arranged for a fresh generator and two 'plane starter batteries
to be ready, to serve in case of need, although I already sus-
pected that the main cause of the bother was finger trouble in
the crew,

Qur living site was some three miles from the airstrip
and I arranged with the Guard Room for all three of my party to be
called in time to go down on the first gharry (truck) on Saturdgay
morning. I was called at 03.30 hrs. on the 26th and proceeded in
the darkness to the basha of the other Fitter, and there, after
awakening the wrong fellow and quletening him, found my men and
prised him loose from his charpoy, and likewise aroused the
" sparks-fiend".

we proceeded to the Cookhouse where two woe -begone
and sleepy I.0.R.'s were groping around by the light of a
hurricane lantern and trying to get organised on breakfast for
the B.O.R.'s at 07.00 hrs. All that was avallable to us was
a mug of tea which was grudgingly submitted by the lazy so and
so's, Then in the darkness and the rain we groped and slid to
the Guardroom to await the gharry, due to leave at 04.30 hrs.
for the strip. As customary, the gharry was avallable but the
driver did not arrive until 05.00 hrs. and as our kite was "laid
on" for 05.00 hrs, I was beginning to wonder if and when. However
we arrived intact at the Flight Office at 05.10 hrs. where, as was
customary nobody knew anything about an aircraft scheduled for
Magwe. whille this was being sorted out, the Electrician took
the truck to his Section and collected the generator and the
accs, and then we sat and smoked and waited. Eventually, about
06.30 hrs. the crew arrived and it was decided that an aireraft
was to go to Magwe, via Meiktlla, and No. 207 was the aircraft.
We were driven by truck out to one of the dispersal bays on the
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perimeter of the strip, and found 207 loaded up with about thirty
3.0.R. reinforcements who, from their dejected mien and the amount
of litter under and around the alrcraft, had been aboard for some
time, ready for take-off at 05.00 hrs. for leiktila. we all got
aboard and locked up the doors as the engines were started and
run-up to the accompaniment of the inevitable buffeting and
clattering lntensified within the all-metal shell of the fuselage,
and we then taxled round the perimeter to the northern end of the
runway and welted for permission to take-off from Control.

After a minute or so we were given the go signal and
the engines roared to take-off revs and we bumped away along the
runway end were soon airborne in the dawnlight, grey and heavy-
looking, at 06.45 hrs. and headed S.S.E. towards the Chin hills,
Flying at about 2,000 ft, all that could be seen below were the
endless green paddy fields and scattered villages of the Bengalil
Plain, in all girectlons. we climbed to 4/5,000 ft. on approach-
Ing the jungle territory and the densely wooded slopes of the Chin
range.

As we crossed the hills flying conditions worsened
and the heavily laden aircraft lurched and dropped alarmingly
and often my stomach seemed to be in my mouth. The noise ang
racket inside a DAK carrying 30 odd men and full kit must be
experienced to be believed. At the bottom of a drop in an air
pocket the kite appears to have hit a rock, such a bump and shudder
is felt, and on looklng out of the cabin windows one can see the
wings judderlng and "flapping" under the strain and with the
vibration of the engine in each wing root.

We were soon over into Burmese territory, and beyond
the hills the weather improved and it became brighter. In con=~
sequence smoother flying was experlenced and soon we were flying
under sunny skies, Coming down again to about 3,000 ft. we
could see clearly the scattered villages and cattle turned out
to graze. The land appeared to be under more varied cultivation
but there were evidences of the battles recently fought over this
terrain in bomb and shell cratered ground, half burnt and fully
destroyed villages, burnt and partly demolished temples and shrines.
Varlous types of crashed and burnt out aircraft were lying around
too.

Soon the scattered bulldings of Meiktila came into
view and we made two circuits; losing helight, before flaps were
lowered and propellors put 1n fine pitch for landing on the
airstrip. we stayed only ten minutes while the 'refors' were
unloaded and by 07.50 we were airborne and heading a little to
the south and west. Flying smoothly in the sun for about half
an hour over country very similar to that approaching Meiktila
we arrived over lMagwe, and, losing height in one circuit toucheg ‘
down at 08.35 hrs.




S

The 'repair party! scrambled out and we looked around
for our casualty having spotted nothing from 'upstairs?!, but the
only alircraft in view were two Dougles C46 " Commandos" loading
stores and a silver U.S. Mitchell which had belly-landed ang
pranged beside the strip.,

The lisgwe Controller came over and informed our crew
that No. 263, our 'case', had been airborne ten mimutes earlier,
having had its batteries re -charged on the unit generator, flat
batteries having been the cause of the non-starting trouble.

We strolled over to the Magwe Canteen which was in
charge of two blonde bombshells of the w.V.S. hoping for our
"elevenses" at 08.30 a.m., but they were ®oo busy rationing
aircraft to get anything ready'', so we crept away unsatisfied
wondering if the Crew of 263 hagd enjoyed a better reception
the day before necessitating an overnight stay, because a
hand-starting unit which even aircrew can operate 1s standarg
equlipment on our Dakotas!

Climbing back into our kite with an Awerican G,.I.
and a R.A.F. 4.0. as additional ballast, both of whom wanted a
hitch to Comllla, we were airborne at 08.40 hrs. and, with a
followlng wind, had an uneventful trip back to Comilla except
for a further bumping over the Chin Hills, We touched down on
the strip at 11.00 hrs. Having reported results to " Chiefy"
Smith at Meintenance Section I was awarded the rest of the day
"off duty". I gave No. 263 a check-over before hitching back
to the living site and found that the hand -starting handle hag
never been removed from its straps since 238 Squeadron hag re-
celved it. Fingers? It makes you think!
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