Ron Harvie’s War

Controller of Double Agents for “A” Force

Research by Belinda Forster (nee Harvie, daughter of Ron, and Stephen
Barraud, son of Belinda) at the National Archives revealed that
towards the end of the Second World War Ron was working in an
specialised unit known as “A” Force. “A” Force’s task was to confuse
and mislead German and Italian forces. The documents found at the
National Archives were mainly Ron’s instructions to double agents,
stating what misinformation they should send to their Axis controllers.

Ron - v4.docx

Page 1 of 36



Background

When | asked Mum what she wanted for her 80™, she asked that | find out what her father, Ron Harvie,
had done during the Second World War. She knew that he worked in Intelligence, and had known
about Mincemeat, but that was all.

So | Googled his name, without any great expectations of finding anything, but on about page 6 of the
results he appeared, in a book Google had digitised. The book was called The Deceivers, by Thaddeus
Holt, and describes a unit known as “A” Force. The book was about how the allies deceived (or
attempted to deceive) Axis intelligence.

| bought the book and found that Ron had been running the Naples and Bari stations for “A” Force.
However, there were only passing references to him.

On a blustery November day in 2014, Mum and | went to the National Archives in Kew.

Before going | had searched through their online database of files to find what there was and chosen
half a dozen that looked promising for them to have ready.

We left our coats and bags in the cloakroom (not just for convenience, they don’t want people with
bags in the reading rooms), picked up our readers’ cards, which we had also pre-ordered, and went
past the security guards to the reading rooms. Our files were in large pigeon holes with transparent
doors.

We picked them up and went through to the reading room itself and sat at desk.

| picked one file at random, Mum another, and started reading. Mine was fascinating (propaganda to
be distributed after the war) but irrelevant.

.h.ﬁi i
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-
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However, after about 5 minutes, Mum said “I've found him!” And she had. There was a reference to
him in a letter.

Then we found a huge amount more in the same folder, including details of the double agents he had
been controlling, a letter he had written to MI6 and even a
reference to his batman. We had found exactly what we were
looking for. We were absolutely delighted. We even had his
signature on a letter.

We spent the rest of the morning going through that file
(the others were also irrelevant), then had lunch, feeling,
in my case, rather gobsmacked by our luck, spent the
afternoon taking photos of the material, and then came
home. The rest of the document describes what we found
and my interpretation of it.

Stephen Barraud

Bristol
September 2016

stevebarraudl@gmail.com
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“A” Force

. W This information about “A” Force comes from The Deceivers by
*A ponumental history. -

The level of detail is stasgering™ . Thaddeus Holt. A huge book. Presumably Holt’s researches at the
The Deceivers National Archive included the file we found.

ALLIED MILITARY DECEPTION
1N TEE SECOND WORLD WAR . “A” Force were responsible for misleading the enemy about Allied

Forces’ intentions.

Dudley Clarke had created and run “A” Force in Cairo?, initially covering
Montgomery’s war with Rommel and later the entire Mediterranean
theatre, with other units in the UK and the Far East.

He worked closely with MI5, and several of the names (such as Tar
Robertson, Guy Liddell and JC Masterman) familiar to other histories of
espionage in the Second World War also crop up in the history of "A"
Force.

Thaddeus Holt

After some false starts, "A" Force summarised deception as:
Persuading the enemy to do something that will strengthen your position and weaken his.

The most famous deception was Operation FORTITUDE, which persuaded Germany that the Allied
forces were going to land at Pas de Calais, and the attack in Normandy was a feint. It is unlikely Ron
had anything to do with this as he was in North Africa and Italy at the time.

Deception required several streams of work. There were dummy tanks, simulated radio
transmissions, and soldiers walking around towns (where spies were known to operate) with
regimental badges from notional units (notional in this context means fake, actual is a real unit).

Double agents working ostensibly for Axis
forces, but in fact for Allied forces, were
instructed to pass on messages about
notional forces.

All this misinformation had to fit together. If
a notional 15" Armoured Brigade was
invented, then the radio signals had to sound
like signals from an Armoured Brigade, the
soldiers would walk around town wearing
invented badges of the notional 15% A 2 y d
Armoured Brigade, and the double agents would be toId to notify their enemy handlers that they had
seen a lot of tanks heading north on a particular town, and near that town there would be what looked
like an encampment of tanks (in fact inflated dummies) that would be seen by enemy observer planes.
All this was fantastically detailed.

1 Above a brothel, as seems to occur so often in these histories.

Ron - v4.docx Page 4 of 36



One of the documents? we found shows the officers in place in Italy. Notable names include:

Brigadier Dudley Clarke

Major R F (Freeman) Thomas, mentioned below
Major H D Niven (brother of the actor, known as Max)
Major A R Harvie

Lt Col R Bromley-Davenport

Both Thomas and Bromley-Davenport were friends of Ron before and after the war; one gets the

impression of an old-boy network in place.

Another prominent member of “A” Force was Peter Fleming, brother of lan, who managed “A” Force’s
operations in the Far East against Japan.

2 To display the material we found at the National Archives | have altered the contrast in these images to make
them more readable. The font is still rather small, and | need glasses to read the text, or zoom right in if

reading on a screen. Contact me if you would like the original photographs.
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Ron was chairman of the 44 Committee, having taken over from Max Niven. This was responsible for
activities in Naples.

The committee numbering systems originated in the Twenty Committee in London, concerned with
double cross (XX being Roman 20), and covered in many books such as Ben Macintyre’s Double Cross.

It was important to verify that the enemy was acting on the false intelligence supplied by “A” Force.
This could be supplied by Allied’s own spies, observations from air or by decryption of German radio
transmissions at Bletchley Park.

It is almost certain that Ron knew about Bletchley; it would have been difficult to run double agents
without access to such information. Belinda says that he was worried about talking in his sleep about
certain matters. Perhaps the existence of Bletchley Park was one of them.

Had Ron lived a few more years it is possible that he might have been able to tell this part of his story.
His wife, Bet, lived until 1990, and never mentioned it, so it is quite likely Ron never even told her.

There are two hints in the material we found that Ron knew about the decryption of German radio
traffic at Bletchley Park: missing pages from the record, and a mention of a “Certain something”; these
are discussed blow.

Ron’s job, as identified in the files we looked at, was to control the double agents. He may well have
had other jobs; more time in the National Archives may well reveal more.

We found details of two spies in the file, codenamed APPRENTICE and PRIMO.

According to The Deceivers:

"APPRENTICE was a White Russian, son of a Czarist officer, with Yugoslav loyalties but
fiercely anti-Tito, who was parachuted in from Albania in May and promptly turned
himself in. He wanted to serve in the Yugoslav Air Force but was persuaded to function as
a W/T double agent instead; which he did from June to the end of the war, transmitting
from Bari under the 42 Committee, again with Max Niven as "A" Force representative. He
was a great success with the Germans, who not only multiplied the allowance they were
paying his wife in Yugoslavia, parachuted in to him four thousand pounds, cognac and
cigarettes, and a Christmas pudding."”

It would appear that Ron took over from Max Niven in running the Bari station and inherited
APPRENTICE with the post.

The following photographs are a record of the radio traffic between the double agent and his Axis
controller.
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Each page shows the date, time, outward traffic, inward traffic and any remarks for any
transmission. Each page is usually covered in ticks in different coloured crayons (I have no idea what
these mean) and a rubber stamp.

The outward traffic was what Ron was telling APPRENTICE to report to his Axis controller; the In
Traffic was what the Axis controller was sending to APPRENTICE. The former was usually intelligence,
presumably mostly false, the latter requests for intelligence.

In this first page (overleaf), Ron has instructed APPRENTICE to give his Axis controller information
about Polish and British parachute forces.

The note in red crayon is by Major Freeman Thomas, who was a friend of Ron’s before and after the
war. Belinda can remember him visiting Ron when they lived in London in the Fifties.

QRX is a standard code (Q-code in the jargon) for details of the next transmission.

Just like any bureaucracy, everything has a file reference. In this case, Ron’s initial — ARH (he never
used his first name, Arthur) followed by a number, 7. This implies that Ron had at least 7 agents to
look after, but probably not at the same time. It also has an “A” Force stamp.
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‘Have nu:lnd following information

APPRENTICE

QU TRAFFIC

from Polish scquaintance. 2nd. Polieh
Armoured Brigsde has been detached
from 2nd.Polish Armoured Division

and is now independent. The rouindu:
of the Division has been absorbed by
7th.Polish Infantry Division. Source
therefore thinks 2nd.Polish Armoured
Pivision has ceased to exiat.

Have identified green fig leaf on
white background as BRITISH 3rd.Corps

Q.B.X. at 0530 hours on 25th.October
on fraguencies 1 and 1.

ARH/T.
24.10.44.

This is the next
communication, on the
215t October 1944, as
promised in the previous
message. More
information on the Poles.

The next communication
is for the 25" October, but
the next file entry is dated
30" November.
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|
APPEENTICE. RATYTO

8
| | nam " |sus ¢ om TATFI 3 T TRAFFIC
| i

30.11.44.| 0600 hr No indication of 1Ly Divisions ia | Urgent task to carried out. Where is
BART ares. Rumours,not confirmed, that | the 3 POLISH Forps and the divieions
hey : area. There are under its command. Plesse try to get

| they
i} conflicting opinions as o the composifiiexact information. Hearty greetings from
o A of this Army. So far he confirmed us all.
j‘ A existance of only Crem and Fri
\ Divisions. Continued. | What is kmown of the landing of about /< Jernen
el | one thousand YUGOSLAVS in the DUBROVNIK

| area? Details of place embarkation, when,

Continuation. Have no 'yet discovered i
and composition of unit please.

]
details of command. informed that |
these Divisions are being trained and |
equipped by the BRYTISH. Am st11l {

. BARI harbour normal aetivitﬁ;
Will try to cover FOGGIA end BRINDISI

shortly.

We agree the standard time 0530 hours
¢.M.T. for December.

Q.R.X. at 0530 hours on ist.Dec. on
! frequencies 1 and 1.

ARH/T.
1.12.44.
No.51.

Unlike the previous
communications, there are
instructions from
APPRENTICE’s Axis
controller to find out
information.

| guess that CMT stands for
Central Mediterranean
Time, but Google could find
no such acronym.
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ThE

17 TRAFFIC

- s

ARE/T.
15.12.
No.57.

] forces in this ares.
74$h.Polish try Division said to- y
' be in t¢ion. It is a nen-
operati

jona. Can f£ind no trmce

division providing replace-
| |ments for 2né Polish Corpa. Can learn “
‘ fmuu recent landing 1000 Partisans

I in DUBROVNIK ares.

BART harbour 13/12. 01d port, seen
fifteen cargo ships discharging Bren
carriers, twenty-ton tanks, cement.
Five small escort vessels type PT and l
opne T.232. Continued.

Continuation, BARI old port. Names seen,
William D.Hoxie, Empire Southey, Brighto
Ambrose E, Burnside, Pinzon, Campidoglig
Continued. N

|Continuation. BARI new port 13/12. Seen

sixteen escort vessels, twelve L.C.T.s,
one Ninesweeper, three smell Jugoslay
sailing vessels. QEX st 0500 hours on
,ﬂth.l)cccm’ber on frequencies 1 and 1.

’ Lo

{Repeat of 262 message of 4/12)

First. In what harbours nhave the bulk of
transport convoys arrived (Southern Francs,
Eastern Mediterranean, Suez Canal?) Second. |
Is the transfer of British naval war forces ;
in (sic) the Pacifie taking place through - ‘ SR
the NMediterranean? G = q

What is known of the landing of Canadiak i ' 2rs |
and Australian troops? Taranto probably J
twenty thousand boys. Aie are specially inferested
in Polish units, nupbers of the Divisions
under whoese commg the divisions are and!above
a1l the aims of the Poles. (Note: not inténtions)
Can you find out enything about the intentions
of the Allies in the Istria area. We ask for
precise enguiries. The matter is urgent.
We wish you further successes and personally all
4he best. Many greetings. Your friends.

Are Greek, Jugoslav and other foreign unigs
excluded from the British Army? (Alternative
rendering: are Greeks, Jugoslav and other
foreigners gzcluded’ from the union of the!
British Anfy?) Cph you find out whether there

are 6t a7th Marachute Brigades? Where pre they

and to ich @irborne division are they s bordinated?
How meny supply planes fly from Italy to Balkan Area?
Where in Itely do Tito's troops embark fof Vis and other
Delmatian Islands? How many recently? What is known
further about it?

Another gap in comms,
then more unreliable
information out, and
requests coming int.

| don’t know what the
difference is between an
“Aim” and an “Intention”
requested halfway down
the IN TRAFFIC column.
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RIMINI te RAVENNA. Alse seen

twe Italimn soldiers with sign
of a men in centre of Italian

Fzs.ulnn

Officers ne
ihu started rumeur
ing leestien. Exact infermatien aiffi 1
but

X. en 2T7th Jenuary et 0118 hours em
{tht.

5’145o

Will try te identify.

5¢h Airberne Divisien. Learn-
er ‘in BART, snd

Divisien im

o

i
& interesting but dees not ¢
(ehrminz‘r tiﬁ {?Locatien) of Hadges
Ve suspect that this is [the

The seurce, if it is net =n observal

you have made yeurself. Informatien fite % /) # 07/)c
newspapers and informatien aheut mergle 5 077"

éan be drepped eempletely in future, o, M, C

becguge we are very well informed abaw ; 0407 2

that. The mest impertant for us is always Yo /70'9

Dews of the enemy Continued. A 775,0 J‘Qz‘
Centiruatien. From our hearts we yeou ‘9‘V/; '1752(

Y =ll the best and greet you im faithful N 05 4
friendship. Your frienda. .

NaH,

i Quc

g

3 & HA

In this transmission, the
Germans seem to be
getting a little uncertain
over the accuracy of the
reports they are receiving.
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1»

This one has a different time

i e zone acronym: MET. | have

o TRAFFIO Tl TRAFFIC REMARES 2 no idea what this might be.
S5 : : T LR Middle European Time?

. able cbtain from Kinema nmmmdﬁanmonkdfar
B N ion = confirmation of new standard time for April. You

mmm:nmm‘:w have however forgotten to cammunicate it. We
are

reserved base arcas. TARANTO, pmouthtmnmo—uniutoth.m,thn
wunﬁununﬁ.‘knn old one should remsin 0600 hours m.s.ts Greetings

at NOTE: Today's traffic suggests that APPRENTIOE'S

0230 houra frequenci g oontrol have been changed to another statiom,
e = it si‘bl;r.g Northern Italy, for the following ressons:

a) The station was much mger than ususl;

; bmmmwoth.-swl'!ﬂ‘sf'rn'm’
] instead of the ususl "ASP";
' ! (e) The ebove message appears to show that the
! t: itting station is mot in possession of
HQAED o traffic earlier thsn 31st March, i.e. the
3 & of 26th March fixing 0615 hours K.E,T. as the
standard time for April.

L.N.M. N,
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I TRAFFIC

ivehicles with sign of 57th Bri

‘out on white square. im trying

leader source discloses that 8th Britisk
Brigade is no longer in MALTA. Am & g ;
o ety - //'/
on frequencies 1 and 1. : o
T propossi0615 hours W.E.T. as the stendard time |
mwnmmmummm i

experienced difficulties at this hour I now
0515 hours M,E.T, Please confirm,

It’s not clear what the news
was, but it was probably the
Allied forces entering Germany
and crossing the Rhine, which
occurred during the last two
weeks of March.

Ron - v4.docx

Page 15 of 36



APPRENTICE is concerned
about his wife. There is
what sounds like a sign-off
message from his German
controller.

APPRENTIOR PR

Ty TRAFFIC

Belinda would have been
11 on the 13 April. |
wonder where Ron's
thoughts were.

the fixed times. B P 22 - Pl Ty e
our sincere thanks for all
on 1ith April on frequencies cont:x.m::tnm. A:epk e Futire
! Yery soon better times will mmiég_rru’%:qi%t
hours b two ! you. !mm_g___ﬁ!_mmm ”mh alive, Be sure thai
one —::ggnn m::ﬁ{r upe your interests here are 1ooked after in

ot
area, Will report | Priendship, Your frisnds,” 1

| thet this badge belongs to the 14th British
reliable.] Your messages of

. j | black, on a white squere, Have been informed
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URAFFIC The final communication. The
Germans are still trying to find
out what the Allied forces are
up to, even though it must be
clear to everybody that the

war is lost.

T TRAFFIC

Flease to find out where the two withdramn
mﬁmm are, Hearty greetings.

Ron would appear to be
elsewhere for this
communication.

7 ! HQ A FOLC
§a : DATE IEIG 3
" .:. E FILE" =zl 4 ' AT,

: b ! GRo 1 A
g for Major Harvie. W1 Gsstion | %O Gesen
Absent on duty. —— |

"
o
ot

L} am | ¥
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The following table summarises the messages that are preserved in the National Archives:

Date Number
19.10.44 No number
24.10.44 No number
30.11.44 51
14.12.44 57
25.1.45 72 (Page 1)

2.4.45 97
5.4.45 98
10.4.45 100
18.4.45 104

From the gaps in the numbers and the dates, it would appear that APPRENTICE broadcast every

couple of days or so. This is supported by the statement in the first broadcast.

| imagine the gaps in the record are either due to poor filing storage or release. My guess is that the
missing pages contained references to Bletchley Park decrypts and were therefore removed, and

probably destroyed.

The following two photographs show a letter Ron sent discussing APPRENTICE's future as the war drew

to an end.

| believe the statement in paragraph 2 the about absence of a “Certain something” in Japan is a
reference to Bletchley decrypts. In Europe they could verify whether Axis forces were taking action by
reading the messages the Axis forces transmitted; in the absence of such decrypts, verification would

be much harder.
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cB5.57 88 =5 4

R TOP SECRET.
B G AT BV L
: Sk

snbject:

ey

s old wolnd
- H.Q."A* FORCE.
c/e A.F.H.Q.

C.M.F. \,"h'

: \ | : iy
(9.9

\.Hk'\'»‘“'“ ﬁF, Reference ¥

cati A 2 ; !

lﬁl‘:\,‘ e
W D Sy B o
sur AF/f3 ef 15th February.

In assessing th potential damase teo
the unceniyrelled release of

be cons

wan Torce channels arising from
APPRENTTCE several facters have te

s 5% ey Priority one¢/ in my opinien must be
the TTMING. Provided such release dees/not take place befere

GRRMANY is virtually rrostrate then is I think pessible
4o censider the BEs=TFE- with rgasensble equanimity.

The pregent intentien of M.I.6 is
h $2,500/ He then remains in ROME or
1ected for 6 months with a view te
being contacted by the enemy- shéuld this havpven M.I.6 will
have work for him te de. Should/me.contact be made A?PSEMIGB
will ne lenger be reguired by Ynem and must fend for himself.

censider the worst thaf can develep. :
a0 }
because of his streng

to oresent this agent wit
whichever other city is se

Tet us

1.  APPRENTICE pockets the fmoney and
anti Cemmunist bias CO tacts the enemy and fer cash +

censideratiens revealg he wes compelled by'force majeure
+te werk as & D/A,b\xt ow wishes to make redress by
revealing all he nows of Allied metheds. Frem this , for
the sake of argumeny, we will nresume the enemy succeeds
in building up eur pegus order of battle.

( / GRRMANY at this tige being everrun and prestrate, such

A infermatien will b valuelese te her. Ner will communicatien
of such (if vpessi he) to JAPAN assist that misguided natien.
Tvery bill jserent/ is ne doubt aware that deceptien is
widely practiced /but current decertien net past is alene
of value. . . it 2 ; {

b
o/

Do T+ is further b lieved that in any event the technique
{ /L(‘ of deceptien ageinst J APAN will be of semewhat different

nature due te jhe lack of that "Certain something".

3. The above, which as stated is the woret that can hanpe;
3 dses not therpfore aprear unduly alarming and there o
of ceurse meny reasens why this agent sheuld behave g’

[t
Ly an entirely ifferent manner.

4. My cenclusiens therefere are that provided timing is R
safeguarded (and rresumably "A" Ferce centrel thi il :
their pewer te retain this sgent until ne le ", 4
then the risk is a ressenable ene. REST TaRL

5. It is neticed frem your signal that the 4
in my hands. T sheuld nevertheless wgle°m:°;:1.n is lefy
on this argument and any oriticism of logic y:: Comments
care tq

make.
Over.
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Py
I weulg finally eXpress the ®pinjen that tp, Teles,
/ APPRENTICE in ROME When GERMANY is own d

(%g}n ‘lesger Tisk they the uncontrolled Telease gf p
/ft 8 time whey Pattles iy, GERMANY gy 8t111 pepg
Al ; i

//’/Q'w-l
A .R.Harvie.
Majer.
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From The Deceivers:

“PRIMO was a former airline pilot and radio operator, caught with two helpers behind the
Allied lines in January. His helpers were sent to prison in Algeria while he operated a
transmitter form a flat in Naples from February to September. Managed by 44 Committee
- Max Niven, who after a brief time with Tac HQ® moved to Naples to establish the first
"A" Force outstation in Italy, was its "A" Force representative - PRIMO was useful for
deceptions involving alleged assault forces gathering in Naples harbor"”

As with APPRENTICE, Ron presumably took over PRIMO from Max Niven. In the next photograph Ron
presents the information about the two helpers described above in a letter. PRIMO has another
codename: TAU. PRIMO continues to report intelligence from the two captured agents (ALFA and
CARRARA) but they are in fact in prison.

3 “Tac HQ” stands for Tactical Head Quarters, a deliberately vague name.
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e Headquathers,
513 = Ue8a w;
‘ . Ref your Main"A"F/40/31. ———-
am -mt. N

Herewith loestion M and employment
detail of PRINO organisation.

2. TAU alone is factual. E‘éq': or.®
3. ALFA notionally lives in NAPLES.
/618 of 3rd, i
4. CARRARA notionally lives in SALERNO.
: 1ave any appren
5. Both factuslly ere in H.M. ocare. 3"1" Al Fannar
‘mgelf, “‘;%

loged
1ability

6. TAU (FRIMO) now resides factually in
NAPLES with his wife.

; ./‘ B-G.;.
| 57+ Avea

4 G.IJ'.
27ths August 1944.

ABR/5A.
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e — PRIMOQ’s messages seem more
" . ‘ complex than APPRENTICE’s.
; Here PRIMO is submitting a
notional report from TAU, and
PRINO  wmavmre

his own report.
OUT TRAFFIC

Due to recent departure of hig Tarmily fyom
3 » ZAU arrivaa here on the 8tx. on his
Wy to Sicrvy,

fe asserts that he was
unable o go to the yzpr TUNO area, (He

1

1
reports having met between VAL O ‘
& CEPRANG, on the 7th. inst. g large
nunber of vehicleg carryi ’
the 57th. =rit, Inf, Div., as well as |
about 50 dium calibre guns and about |
80 1ignt vehicles on tracks culled I
"Brencerrian, d ,b

iug troops pf

o

He furth

g A p /i,
3 Ug. 1211245
’

battle a*‘e&) l'
411:-. 128,
+ BATLES port situation 11tn, - 1 l &
1‘".‘- { British eruiser, 5 destroyers an
| escorts. 1 i3

i
4 cruiser, AUGUSTA 9 l
deatroyers of which 7 Jeuvies. 2 Ttalial

eruisers nUos ‘I end GARIR SALDY a.rd

S escorts, > HoPsita)l slzls, 63 cargoe

Ye®S818 1T, arg ap oyt 30 balloons, 1ow |

altitude, = I, at quay - 2 Lw., !

at anchor - 15 ,._..’r 1 _o., < Escorts, |

1 cargo Vessel ,I'T, Fyop TARAY ST0, r‘AP"

Teports on ‘21

tr .f.t evbar:facion is
moocding without pauae loaded veascl
&% archor i Yare Grande, Anot
Orts have arrived during the

A,
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TRAFFIC

Ii TRAFFIC

y. W 785 DD.

. Rr. 130. (‘ﬂof. your 40. French troops
\ at present in this area belong to the

2nd. Div. Moroccan Inf. and 4th. Div.
}Nl( Moroccan lountain. These aivisions

v are gt the yoment encaped at CAIVAO |
and CARDITO,

about 10 Xms. North of !

+« There ag_:;ears]

t another division but this has]

dentified so far. 411 these; 4

are under the oo;
¢

il

|
!
.
operations outside) ! ]
This inference rechivea o PR
s i Gonfirmaiion by SIGMA to whom a freng oF
Officer declared categ
their destiration is
This mey perhaps mean 0
(Gran Pretagna)., In ada tion, personnbkl
of Sevent! 3. and French person"nel
have beer wearing winter elothing for
the past 4 ds;,-s) ALRPA. l

i

|

A rather confusing report, no doubt

deliberately. There is the vagueness
about Britain/Brittany and the
mention of winter clothing, which in
August would imply relocation to
somewhere like Norway.
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EMILE, PRIMOQ’s Axis controller, thanks PRIMO, most likely for some message
from PRIMO about the failed assassination attempt by Claus von Stauffenberg
on Hitler on the 20t July.
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FPRINO IRAFFIC
T TRAFFIC
) T8 QUT TRAFFIC
. i
W 69 ID
[ Ak 09’7 i ‘1‘0.9'.3;. Erile. Has courier 1e 5 7
li e D) ; ACFA TAU.
W.105 ;
i G S Nr. 49. As already co wnicated ,?aurler
left on 3rd; e await your further news
Regards., EVNILE.
f
0 6.g.44. | 0835 mrk W 11

3

. 4S.

Service message., EJ TLE. Ref. your
Good. We await courder. As
reguested by you we ghall inform

i | you of his arrival. ATLFA TAT.

g+

D

dikd

3
)
¢

e

Vi
(Wote: Latier ﬁ:‘b“ms P
pescage is & 4 e:
pisunderstandipg of 10UYINC

W NIHA

EYTIE'S reques$ in

order to =how preoccup-—
ation over arrivel of ;D(mo
courier %o the LVINYC
exclusion of any other W NIHN

natter.) o
ot

The note is revealing. PRIMO
wants more money and EMILE
says he has sent a courier.
EMILE also asks for more
“news”, presumably
intelligence, and Ron has
decided that PRIMO should
deliberately misunderstand
that as a request for news
about the courier’s arrival.
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More requests for money,
and a decision to take out
a mortgage while waiting
for the money to arrive. |
can find no reference to
SIGMA in The Deceivers.

DATE '« |rD® OUT TRAFFIC

I7 TRAFFIC

12.9.44. 09.16.4rs  ¥.499

Wr.137. EXILE. Heving realised
irmediately on ny return from SICILY
that it was imperative to safeguard
my dependents,I requested urgently

{ financial aid. This arrived -
{ Yesterday. By means of a mortage on
i

property ,my mother-in-law has

succeeded in raising a loan of

"{) | 100.000 lire. While awaiting arrival]

of courier,] have satisfied SIGrA

| temporarily. It remains understood,

| | however, that this amount will be

: | deducted from your funds »as soon i
| &8 they arrive,together with interes

f | at nine per cent, T would appreciater

t | your approval of my initistive.
Cbediently, TAU.

\r
- | : ~
' 3
12.9.44.] 09.24. ! L W.160.
!
r 1 1

50. Thanks for the news. Courier should e
be with you soon. We will get in touch :p— 400 q¥o
with CARRARA'S mother. Please send us . DLVIWEC
further news. Your chief ENILE. Y

Page 27 of 36
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e

ERINO RATETO
LATR OUT IRAFFIC I TRAFFIC
15.9.44. |0913.hrg. W.93.
» \ Fr 138. Emile. Up to now no

3 A D indicstion of arrivel courier.

'\ Advise us urgently. AEFA TAU.

9 17.5.44. [1440.0re bl .

'g ¥e 51. Ref your 137. Very pleased at your
initiative on financial gquestion and we ar
absolutely in agreement with it. The couri
muat arrive within the next few days so

| . that the loan can immediately be repaid.

| °} Cordial wishes. Your Zmile.
i i
i 17.2.44. [1455.0hre. W 508 f
- ¥ ! Yo 139. II'TLE. We have decided to i S
(3 ‘ maintein cover address as long as b
i conasidered safe for us,refusing to
admit that in four months your
promises shoul® reelly fail twice.
‘ 1 Port sit: 1°th. Waples 2 light

eruisers,7 destroyers & 1 escort-
English. 1 Cruieer 1 Destroyer &

Over)

1 escort - Italien 2 Light Cruisers
2 Destroyers & 1 LSD - USA. 1 Prench
Escort, 3 Hospital ships. 43 Carzoes ||
: which 3 of 8000 tons, 17 of 6000 |
E 5 and 23 of 4000 tons. 27 ballkons

tude. Jagnoli. AE: noleloading |

»

PRIMO is getting desperate.

EMILE offers nothing but

promises, but does approve

the mortgage. Not much
intelligence, notional or
actual, being passed.
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RAFFIC '

OUT TRAFFIC T TRAFFIC

W 625.

No 140. EVILE. Yews of courier - nil
Port situstion 20th. NAPLES. 2 Light
eruisers & 2 Escorts - Inglish.

2 Light Cruisers & 3 Destroyers - USA
2 Light Cruisers & J Escorts - Italian
2 French Destroyers. 3 LSD. 2 Hospital
Shipe. 20 cargoes of 5000 tons and

13 of 4000 tona. 24 Barrage balloons
itude. BAGNCLI. At quay 1 Cargg

Y 21.5.44. | 11.32 brs.
! .

5000 tons. letec ZOth, Rain. Visib-
ility 14 Kms. Tentenths overcast.

Wind from WNV¥ - 40/5C Xm per hour.
Sea - choppy to rough, Further I

|

k3

2

low al

] of 6600 Tons discharging. At anchor
2 Cargoes respectively of 4000 and
1

1 1

& s

, . outlook unsettled. ALFA TAU.

}

}

|

L W 197

| Wo.52. We have made and always will make
every effort to help you. Courier left om
4th. September ams you have been informed. |

| e are awaiting daily your news of his armfival.

| Thenks for the intelligence. Your ZI'ILE,

! ,
Jiwen |
1

10.53. Ref your No;123. Where at present are the
42nd and 5Tth English Inf Dive? Hef your
No.136 What troops are doing landing
exercises neer SALLRNC? ELILE.

W NIHA

~ dod Qo

JLLVINYC
A NIHA

s0?

Still no courier and some
intelligence, and a request for
information about troops
exercising near Salerno.
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Two days after the last message, Ron writes a letter to Freeman Thomas suggesting that Primo was
blown (e.g. the enemy had decided that he was a double agent).

It is annotated by Thomas with a message to Dudley Clarke.

Ron says that the Case Officers responsible for PRIMO believe him to be blown, but that nevertheless
MI6 wish to continue to use PRIMO for the transmission of military information. Ron clearly does not
believe that they will do the job competently and may compromise “A” Force.

According to The Deceivers, he was closed at the end of September.
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T ; kL,Aﬂl‘i’ e
’ wbject PRINO. A";L_},, 4’*"‘,‘% ,‘
Yy B oﬁk*‘@ubﬁ° et
{ b 1‘%‘ 3,/4,=
uain H.Q."™A" Force. /(_d it R :
¢/o Torce HeQ. [we :
AP0.512 U.S.Army.

Your Reference NAIN"A®F/39/6115 dated

With further reference to my ARH/16 dated 27th. Sept.44.

T There is an additional contingency affecting "A"™ Force
which is not covered by the safeguards requested in
J your letiter under reply and am which I would like your
/ direction.

2. Since I assumed chairmanship of 44 Committee the two
case officers have never failed to express the opiniomfhke

| . (a) That PRINO is blown. If not completely,then certainly
3 as far back as ENILE who continues to support him
only to safeguard his (ENTILEY own position.

and/or

(b) Zach pequested transmission of "A" Force m:

wterial
would undoubtedly complete the exposure
3. In spite of all this gloom when I returned FPRINO to
4 1.I.5, they were sufficiently ha py about his credibility
k. to decide to run him for penetration.
4. F.I.6. are at present committed to submitt ing ilitary
information ouly/ for vetting before transmission.

Se At presert 1.I.6. are sole judges as to any
threat to "A"™ force channels contained in
traffic they pass.

potential

non-mili tary

N

In view of the confusion indicated in reras.2 and 3 1
not happy as to their implementation of rare: 5 ang

consider it advisable that for & time all nessages b
submitted to l'ain H.Q. for cheeking. e

P & . %&Q %

¢/o 8.C.I. A~H-H«l.rv1..
! 57.Area. S Vajor
3 5.L.F. Chairmen 44 Committ;._
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80

P .512 UeS.Army. E . e
Your Reference VATNPANE/39/51% datel go o | Sand Aok
4 | ; :

LA L

There is an additional contingency

2. Since I assumed chairmanship of 44 - ttee W
failed to o#fs W

case officers have never ¢ b e 2
4L ot Lsat Ao T

1e . ,
i which is not covered by the safegua’ T L
your letter under reply and on vhie%ﬁ & /““""“"' 5T
direction. : W“ s
e et v
o e X t .

(a) That PRINO is blown. If not com Y R e

as far back as ENILE who contin

only to safeguard his (EUTLEY) ¢ & ecex L wsontd
Lobprsarn -

and/or 4 "+ s e TS

the & wboddnnin” A Bd Voruwee
l~do s oud o

(v) Each yvequested transmission
would undoubtedly complete

3. In spite of all this gloom, when I 14ius wda arap bl
YM.I.6. they were sufficiently happ} ew,/a_j; -

to decide to run him for penetratis /; : o .

Runae | (v ttraann

4. ¥.I.5. are at present committed to
information only, for vetting befor

e At presenrt M.I.6. are sole judges
threat to "A"™ Force channels conta gz - e ¥
traffic they pass. » T

& In view of the confusion indicated in pares.2
not happy as to their implementation of paras
consider it advisable that for & time all mes

submitted to lain H.Q. for checking.
i

C/,O S.C-Io A‘R‘H‘M 3
L e 9 Va,
g.m.r. Chairmen 44 eomi%m

-~

i U

7

' — . 0 R X A
: }wq ﬁv '?,:’ . -'W ) R AF Sy Aot T LR
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Notional Deployments described in Operation ULSTER

The following photograph shows the state of various notional deployments for operation ULSTER, with
names pencilled against each:

X
/ \\)‘U
u-;./"°
SRR,
o
,Wﬂ-’\,
58
/oY
Y \
i Ay By 45 38 ST p——
mmbw“&“.ﬂmw ' )
ave in smcive. b sectar 80,5
?mm&nﬂ?mmm - .
w‘mlﬂwhbwﬂlﬂ“m s ¢
v

L(x“w E
/ Mm-mmﬂbxwwmhm& :

pariod st BT
oA 4 now plamed for tie ALl 208 :
/ 2 % st o M-

\ ‘7 >$:ﬁ
2o under B W
u Y
v mlwwﬁ?*m v Ak . e

o

3 . ‘3:.»‘.'
tasics obo in the Adriatie sector has uﬂ't,p)'
T SR S 02 ik e i

2 ¢
e
DOLOGHA the FURA, | X
3 s Ay WALl bo 3 charge of witock o8 UL gy m“(f.ll*
Sugrested pdocaidan ' y
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Sedgely

Belinda says that when Ron returned from the war, he drove bored his family stiff with tales of the
excellence of his batman, Sedgely. He appears in the list of other ranks in the following photograph.

w "A" FORCE
o/oAllied m Headquarters
: !.’OZLOth vvmu Ihtgo 20
TvHﬂn : : ; . )
HQUA"E/1/24 Wl » 0 21st. Jamuary 1945

5439608
110323 _g;"'
10686964 3
249816 .
10694692 E.A.
6353116 B
20668389 P. ¥
970291 Rfm. Grundy W.
57692 §/SJt. Hardy E. V..
203111 Dvr. Jenkins Lis
6288600 Pte., Jones . Re
6095980 Sjt. Lewis RoM.
144719 Dvr. Ludlow P,
272805 L/Cpl. Painter Le : &
6915532 L/Cpl. Payne W.N. 5
10631209 Pte. Rapps .
ety " Sedgely D.E.
834949 "  Sims JeW.A,
7650110 Dvr. Statham H.
B22¢g " Stewart P. :
11008084 Cpl. Tate M. i

1727408 Pte. Borley © FeGe
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Thanks

The following photograph is of a letter to “A” Force from Dudley Clarke quoting thanks from Field
Marshalls Wavell, Wilson and Alexander.

-

intended to apply equally to all renks of "A" Force. Tt ig Ty

privilege to pass then on with cll gratitude to those who heve
served under ny comnnnd-

H.E, Ficld-Marshal Lord WAVELL, writing from
NEW DELHI on 22 Decciber 194 :=

"I wos intorested to hear of the closing down of
Your ifiddle East organization, It has donc good
work, end I congratulate you most warmly on what

you have echieved., I know well whet velusble work
you did for me,"

; Ficld-Marshal Sir Henry Maitlend WILSON recorded the
following decision at his last Conference os Supreme Allied Commender,

MEDITERRANEAN Theatre, on 9 December 194 s~

"Complimcnted Coxmender, "A" Force, on the excellent

work performed by his orgenization in the MEDITERRANEAN

Theatre during his (General WILSON's ) tenure of

office as Supreme Allied Commender, ®- ‘

Field-Mershall the Hon,
Was good enough to give me his Mnessage verbelly, It is
for me to try to repcet more than his last sentence - "We

have won our battles without it." T am sure that no one will look to
any better reward then that,

7. There is little I can add to those words, nor vould I wish to .
-do so, except to sey that they bear tribute to the unfailing efforts
of everyone who has worked in or with "A" Force and that I, personelly,
shall always be deeply conscious of that, I include here meny in

I.S,L.D., S.I.M\E. and the Deuxieme Bureau whose help has meent so
Auch to us and to whom we owe a great debt,

It remains only for me to wish A" Force every s.uccess in 1945,

end Good Luck for the fubure to everyone of you. Mey the day soon
come when "A" Force completes its last plen of all,

g R
] - A’ 4""\- 4 da !
2t 2. -

D.V.

Reex H.Q. "Ai" Force,
c/o G.H E

30 Decexber, 194,
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Belinda says Ron was also involved in an operation to send Gold to Tito, and he certainly knew about
MINCEMEAT, the operation to tip a dead body dressed as a marine with false intelligence about an
invasion of Sardinia out of a submarine near Spain.

There was nothing about either of these in the files we examined.

In December 1943 the Germans bombed the harbour at Bari, sinking 28 ships and causing two
ammunition ships to explode.

Belinda says Ron claimed to have been blown through a glass window. He brought back from the war
a piece of glass which looked like it had been dipped in red ink, which Ron claimed was glass taken
out of his leg following the explosion.

More time at the National Archives would have revealed more, | am sure. The personal files are still
closed; if opened they may tell us more bout Ron.

Ron also spent time elsewhere in North Africa, but not, it appears for “A” Force. It would be interesting
to find out more.
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