3308291 CPL JAMES (79M) WOOD

1st Battalion of the Queens Own Cameron Highlanders
6.3.1928 — 24.1.1946 (17 years 287 days)
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DOB: 8 a.m. 9™ Feb 1910.
Born in: 37 Abercorn Street, Glasgow.

Family lived at: 24 Grove St, Glasgow, Scotland.
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Father — Alexander Brown Wood.

Mother - Isabella Wood (Ms Henderson).

As they were Presbyterians, it Is possible that they
were married here:

Hutchesontown . United.  Presbyterian... Church,.
18725.

Originally a Relief Church, it was built at 61 Hospital
Street at the junction with Ballater Street in the
Gorbals In 1799. The bullding was refurbished and
modernised In 1855. The congregation terminated In
1924 on uniting with Caledonia Road United Free as
Hutchesantown and Caledonia Road UE Church.

Alexander Brown Wood was Wine & Spirit merchant located at 6 High Street,
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By the mid-19th century the area around High Street had degenerated into a slum and
was an area where only the poorest lived. Many once-fine buildings were overcrowded
with tenants and their families, many of them newcomers to the city, and J F S Gordon

noted in 1872 that the upper storeys of the tenement were occupied by "hordes of
Irish.”
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Looking up ngh Street from Duke Street in the early 1900s.

Two policemen are strolling down the High Street among the shoppers, enjoying the
sunshine. A smart carriage with its top-hatted coachman is heading east along Duke
Street. On the left is a pawnbrokers' shop, easily identified by the three golden balls
hanging above the doorway.

The upper part of High Street was known as "Bell o' the Brae.” Its old buildings had
degenerated into slums by the end of the 19th century and they were swept away by
the City Improvement Trust and replaced with modern tenements, 1899-1902.

Qld bulidings in High Street, 1870s.
The Public Health Act, 1867
introduced new rules and
regulations for the keepers of
common lodging houses such as
those shown here, defined as "a
house or part thereof where lodgers
are housed at an amount not
exceeding fourpence [just over
1.5p] per night for each person.”
The control of lodging houses was

transferred from the police to the
local authority.
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as a postcard, which is also available on this website.

900, The view was reproduced

Glasgow's population rose from 77,000 to 762,000 during the 18th century, creating
considerable housing problems. In the old city centre the demand for more houses often led
property owners to build over the traditional long gardens behind the existing small houses.
This led to a jumble of three, four, or even five story tenements divided by passages or closes
so narrow that legend has it that neighbours could shake hands across them. The resulting
unsanitary and polluted living conditions led to regular and devastating outbreaks of infectious

James Wood

Registered, as being born at 37 Abercorn Street, Glasgow, but his registered
home address was 24 Grove St, Glasgow, Scotland.
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Grove Street, Glasgow

James joined the Territorial Army on the 6" March 1928, as a Private in the 5™
Battalion, Highland Light Infantry. (Aged 18 years and 64 days)

He then transferred to the Regular Army as a Cook on the16™ April 1928 — 5
Battalion, Queens Own Cameron Highlanders.
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His statistics were:

Height: 5 foot 3 %2 inches.
Weight: 9 Stones.

Waist: 34 inches.

Blue eyes.

Brown hair.

Religious denomination:
Presbyterian.
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Company Notes.

A Company.

As usual, life in the ** Hut o Health ' pursues
the even tenor of its way with scarcely any
incidents of sufficient excitement to s

© © ©o

Tho drafts may come and the drafts may go,
but methinks the rain in the Depot will continue
for over, unlike another *“reige ' which ter-
minated abruptly recently, ell! well! the
ladder of success was ever lippery, and that rung
seemod to be too greasy. ¢ wonder if the
ground was ‘' bumpy "' where the ladder stood.

A draft of 25 recruits left the Depot to join the
2nd Battalion on 17th April, conducted by Capt.
A. F, MacGillivray, who returmed to the Depot
or completion of duty.

o ©0 o

A draft of 27 recruits left the Depot on 14th
June, joining the 2nd Rattalion at Tushes Camp,
and at the time of writing are on the long Io-ﬁ
trail to Redford, but we are sure that they wi
bear the Regiment in mind and foot it as merrily
as the more inured, arriving with smiling face
and head orect. % o

o

We were very pleased to bave the 2nd Battalion
near for the few days when they were at Inshes
Camp, and offer them our many thanks for the

endid ronk and file dance given in  the

ymnasinm on the last night of their stay. All
agreed it od'" a splendid swocess and very much
n inted.

1o 8. 90

In the Spring a young man’s fancy turmed to
thoughts o‘ "Spn * wems 1o have beem well
borne out recently, judging by the number who
have turned and ng among the Depot Stafl.

Our congratulations go out to the three who
have taken the plunge, and we wish them every
swocess in double harness. Wonder who is going
to hold the reins?

2 0 o

We offer our comgratulations to *“ Peter McKech-
nie " on digging out the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal. Eighteen years of undetected
crime descrves a medal.

- S - DR -

THINGSE WE WANT TO KNOW

Who wos the dutyman (ﬂunﬁrmﬂrid recently
wis told by the registrar, " The hanns will cost
ou 7/6," and replied, ** I don’t want any bands;
‘Il have a piper to play at my wedding *?
Did “ Tosh ** take a *“ Pop ™' befare ' Popping
the question "7 . e
Who was the N.C.O. who forgot he was martied
snd on the night of his marriage slept in
barracks?
BONZO.

}
Orderly Room Notes. .

NOMINAL ROLL of RECRUITS Enlisted for the
Regiment since last issue.

Name and Plece of Place of
Enlistment. Ml‘ﬁ IMA..
F. Watson, Edinburghk 2/3 Edinburg!
J. MeAllister, Edmmburgh 21/3/23 G

A. Hunter, Ed 21/3/23 Edin
J. Porbes, Inverness 2/3/25 Inverness

J. Jeflrey, Ll'mcol /3/23 Irvize, A
b o lm:;a’a. Edisbargh 29/3/23 Edinburg

J. Oliver, Inverness 0/3/28
~ Canada
J. G. Macauiay, 3/3/28 Dingwall
R. Barns, Perth 2/4/28 Dundee
H. Love, Edinburgh 2/4/2% Edinburgh
A. Blair, 7/4/23 Glasgew
T. Wyness, G 11/4/23 Wishaw
J. McGuire, Glasgow 11/'4/23 Belfast
F. Buchanan, Glasgow  11/4/28 G
M. McBain, Edinburgh 11/4/23 Sou
W. M Glasgow  12/4/28 Gh.‘o'w“"
B. Campbell, Glasgow  12/4/28 Govuo,w
A. Green, G 13/4) 2% Glasgow
J. Wood, Glasgos 13/4/2% G Q——
J. 1. Margach, Forres 11/4/28 Munlochy, -
re
W. 8 Tayler, Edi 15/4/28 Ediaborgh
S, Mellwain, Bdisburgh 19 4/28 C)
R. Miller, Edinbu:gh 20/4/28 8. Leith
p A Bru:z:lﬂhw 2'4/28 Glasgow
W. 8 ‘klurdl; 21/4/28  Liverpool
J. Dewar, Edinbur 26/4/28 Dundee
T. R. McCall, Edmn 3.’0:’: (B,duhtgl
T. Molloy, Glasgow 28/ lasgow
8, b’d. Glasgow 2/5/23 Glasgow
G. McLean, Glasgow 1/'5/25 Glaagow
T. Grier, Hamilton T'5/28 Irvine
G. Rbodes, Edinburgh 1/3'2% Edinburgh
W. Calderbank, Preston  7'5/25 York
H Harrison, Pdaburgh  7/5/28 Edinburgh
D. Mclntosh, Edinburgh 7/5/28 Edinburgh
b e ™" 10/8(1 Glogor
. . Gissgow /
W. Porsyth, G 16'5/24 G
D, Gmt’“l’mr.‘" 2/5/28 P::t“
J. Paterson, Rdisburgh 28/5/23 Edwbargh
T. Beattie, Edisburgh  2.3°'238 FEdinbargh
R. Greig, Bdishurgh 25/ Edinbargh
J. Shiclds, Edisburgh 2/5/38 8. Leith
J. Scobbie, Inverness 2/6/2% Thurso
Certificates of Edasation.

The undermentiosed were awarded 3Ard Clam
Certificates of Edwcation st an examination held
at Invermess, 20tk April, 1908 - —
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The combined Pipe Bands of the Depot and the
#th Battalion played in the British
on the evening of 17th A
of the anniversary of the raising of the Regiment.
A dsege crowd of inhabitants and visitors were

.(Utui{:«m

In the eliminating eveats of the Scottish Com-
n-dml. the recruits of the Depot won to the
Depot orth Highlanders, and in the Scottish
Command Sports were 20d in the Command Inter.
Depot Recruits’ Competition.

=)

Orderly R om Notes.
NOMINAL ROLL of RECRUITS Eslisted for the
Regiment since last list
Name and Place of Place of

Enlistment. . Birth,
H. Britton, Glasgow 8/6/3% Glasgow
G Coficld, Tuverness  12/6/28 Glasgow
N. Layoock, York 15/6/2% Gateshead
A. Watt, Edinburgh 23/6/38 Edisbargh
T, Maciise, Kingumie 317,38 Kinpos
D. Stevenson, Fort- 4/7/38 Walkerburn,

William FPeeblw
L. Smith, Aberdoen 3/7/33 Meldram
R. Fraser, Kingussie T/7/8 Cawder
G. Carrie, Edinburgh 9.7/23 Newton,
Cambusiang

J Aimslie, Edinburgh  10/7/28 Haddington
G. Mathew, Edinburgh  19/7/28 Hawick
G. Hamilton, Edinburgh 147 2% Edinbureh
D, MacDonald, Iuverness 15/7/25 Tniermens
W. Alexander, Ayr 16/7/33 Awr
M. MacViear, Hamilton 23,7/2¢ Cambuslang
J. McCullum, Glasgow 24/7/3% Giasgow
F. McMenemy, Glasgow 25/7/2%5 Glasgow
L. Seagriff, Edinburgh 26/7/3% Wishaw
G. Durnett, Edinbargh 26/7/28 South Leith
A. Stecle, Edinburgh MW7/ bdiaburgh
H. Sinclair, Glasgow TR Glasgow
J Smith, G 3 TE Glasgow
J. Biyth, Edin h 31/7/35 Edinburgh
K. McGuinness, G 1/8/28 Om‘
E. Walker, Aberdeca 30 7/28 A
G. Fraser, Inverness 4'8/28 Imverness
}\'. Sle:’aﬂbll.:dinh.rgb 28 glilhrct

Cassidy, oW 483’3 Glasgow
r gart, Ghofo' 4/8'23 South Shiekds
D mm. Car 1/8/28 Damfries
J. Thomwson, Edinburgh 7.8/'28 Nerth
K. Gault, Edinburgh 7/8/23 Edisburgh

. » 0 [

T. Barelay, G 9/6/23 Hamilton

F. Swinton, Edinburgh  8/8/28 Edisbargh

M Wynter, Vdinbarg 8/8'28 Edisbu

M Mickeuric 9/8/28 South Leith
Edinburgh

Name and Place of Place of

Enlistment, Dale. Birth,

. loges, Edinbargh 2/8/28 Edinburgh

W, Buk:r. Fdinburgh  0/8/28 Edinburgh
W. McCuirna, Glasgow  10/8/28  Glasgow
T. Mullens, Glasgow 10/8/28  Glasgow
A MaeNeill, Glasgow 10/8/238  Glasgow
C. Love, Liverpool K/B/3  Liverpool

"

W. Retd, Glaogor 1478138 OtaenT,

. 2 Glas

I, Dyrue. GI ":' 14/8/28 O

W. Lawson, G 14/8/28 Paisley

W. MeDonald, Inverness 15/8/238 Invergarry
# qruh-. A lg;:;: Stranraer

. Toomey, Fort. 1 Egremount,

William Cumberinnd

A Clark, Hamilton W8/ Larkhall

A Smith, Cdinburgh  20/8)28  Edinburgh

A Caldwell, Edinburgh 20/8/28 Edinburgh

W McKinnon, Glasgow !lll‘” Dum/lrion
J. Quinn. Tnverness /828 Glan
B g, BIY/ Fhiley B
. 'u .

I Murphy, Gl IRIMW G
J Karray, Bdinburgh  28/8/28 Bdin urgh
R. Leos, Hamilton 3/0/28 Motherwell
M. C. Cook, Glasgow 3/9/28 Paisley
J. Murray, Glasgow 4/9/23 Belfast

D. Wilson, GI 6/0/28 Wishaw
F. Burns, Edin h 10/0/28  Edinburgh
J Gunn, Glasgow 127028 Glasgow "
Cortificates of Education ’

275436 Pre. L. Coopor, awarded 20d Class Cor-
tiicate of Fducation at Inverness, 66125, )

The uadermentioned were awarded 3rd Class
Certificates of Education at an examination held
ot Invermess on 18th July, 1928 ;-

2020810 Pte. R.

2026325 Pte. T, Brady
2526416 Pte. P, Buchanan
2025520 Pte. R. Campbell
WUT24T Pre. W, Calderbank
20068326 Pte, J, r
051668 Pte, J. Gallacher
2926321 Pte. A. Groen
2026337 Pte. T. Grier
292906 Pte. H. Greene
2526304 Pte. J. Jeffroys
2026317 Pte. M. MecBain
2026324 Pte. S. Mellvain
7602 Pte. G McLean
2026319 Pre 'W. McColgan
2026905 Pte. J. McAuley
2810024 Pre. J. Margach
20065466 Pre. J, MoKenzie
2515360 Pte. J Oliver
2026538 Pte. G. Rhodes
2563362 Pte. W, Taylor
— 1 ot
LIRS . 8,

2925713 Pte. D. Ross
226571 Pte. R, Miller -
W68 Pre. D. MeIntosh
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Postings:

13.4 28 -9.1.31 Home

15 Z zg 1Z§ ard gl§§§ 5 QI § Iﬂ![ﬁ[n§§§
29.3.32 : 1/41/32 2" Class

1932 Transport training.

10.1.31 - 27.12.34 __India - Kailana

Kailana was a very small station in the North of the United Provinces, about 60 miles
from Dehra Dun and 8000ft above sea level. It was isolated and the surrounding
hills had particularly steep gradients. Along with other regiments, there was room for
1000 men. It is recorded that 550 men of the 1% Black Watch had the pleasure of
spending 3 months there in 1933.

From here the trip uphlll was by bus to tggjg,[ vna J,um,umu;, LgaLsJ, rest camp lay m a
perfect setting at the bottom of the thickly clad lower slopes of the Himalayas. Kalsi
was also well known for its bat like mosquitoes.

All of the baggage would be offloaded from the buses on to AT carts and then in the
cool of the evening a route march was begun to Saiah. Saiah rest camp was besides
an ice_cold stream, which had its source in the Pindari glacier. An early start the
next day brought the troops to the bottom of the infamous "Short Cut" - a narrow and
very steep hill road leading to Kailana camp.

Kailana
“Short cut”




Kailana Bazzar in the local village

Arriy W. 23 Jar 2019




United British Provinces of
Northern India early 1900s.
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As usual sport dominated the activities here along with Khud walks but there was
unfortunately only one football pitch. Soldiering was confined to route marches
and musketry, which were often interrupted by torrential rain or made impossible
by the terrain. Other amusements were few. The Bazaar was indifferent and the
Soldiers Club many weary miles away which was made worse by the complete
absence of the "tat".

It is here where James is known to have taken part in boxing matches.

Resasrcned & wrizer oy Lanie D Wood (Grardacn] Natarad sousces form parsaral Army recorcs anc e WWW. 23 Jar 2019
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Bozing—Ranikhet Area.
UAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
1ith and 12th),

sment was run on the collective
., individuals, but to equalise the
dn both clames, Novices and Opens,
y te to count wore:-~Two points
’ or of the weight in either olass;
point for the runner-up of the weight in
olam; alification, no points,
. of ten men, Novices
in whatever proportion
feam consisted of three Opens
, and all are to be con.
ving won the Team Cup by
n of one point, eam

Highlanders "
eronlass (S R) ., “
Enst Yorkshire Hegiment 2
P'rince of Wales' Voluntoory o
loyal Regiment )
Ixoiviovar Resvies
Nantam.Open,
e Urqulinet had o difioulty in winoing his
welght, beating his two opponents with com.
parative ease.

PoatherOpen

Mo, Hughos eanily outpointed Rin. Frank
(Cameronians) in the semi-finals, and lest marrowly
wn peints to Pto, Skechan (P.W.V.'s) in the fimaf

Veathers..Novice,

Ltpl Inngwall ksocked out FPte. Thorn
Loyals), and in the semi-finals lost on points to
“o. Trowel (E.Y.).

Upen Light

"o, Strang fought a splendid fight throughout
the three rounds, and t om points to Rim,
Mutholland ((‘a-wm-uu?. # stronger and more
vaperiemced boxer, who also wou the hest Loaer's
Ul
Novice Light

Me. Yorke lost on points to Pte. Elsom
(E.Y.R,) through reasom of Elsom having forced
the fight in the last round. Pte, Shambley,
Novice Light winner,

Novice Wellers.,
Ite. Wood lost on points to Pte. Peot (Loyals),
L/Cpl. Turnbull beat Pto. Rodgers (E. Y. K.) by
i+ ko, i the 2nd round, and in the semni-finals Jost
to Pre. Overton (P.W.V.s) on points, Pte
thvertom, Noviee Welter winner,

Novice Middlers. ,

Pte. Cartwright won casily against Ple. Dickson
EY.R.)

Pre. Dailly knocked out his two opponeats in
the 1st and 2nd round respectively.

This )-ruu‘.ht Cartwright and Dailly together in
the final, and, after a very tame exhibition, Dailly
wnined the decision,

THE 79ts NEWS 13

Novice Light Heavy.

L/Cpl. Stone fought a very close decisiog with
Ple. Champion (Cameronians), and jest managed
to got the verdict

o © o

BOYS" TEAM AXND INDIVIDUAL CHANMPION-
SHIPS (October 11th and 12th)

This Tournament was run on the same lines
a8 the men's—two pointa for the winner of
the weight, and one for the runmer.up.
There were only two teams entered, and the
rosults were : -

Cameron Highlandeoes

? points
Cameronians (8 R) 7

Ixmiviovay Resvars

Flys

Boy Fraser casily beat Boy Crossan (S R.). and
in the final beat Boy Auld (Camorons)
Rautams

Boys Rodham and Molean ostpointed their
oppononis in the semifinals, and fosght together
in the final, Boy Rodham losing sarrowly
Feathers

Boy Phillips lost to his old oppenent, Boy
Huwter (Cameronians), who was too strong for
him

Boy Gillan easily boat Boy Collerton (10t
Massars), but in the final lost to Boy Huster
(Cameroninny)
Lights

Boy Allan bhad Boy Graham (Cameronians) os
the verge of a ko in the 3rd rossd and was a
dewerved winner on points
Welters.

_ Boy Kinncar was knocked out with & right to the
jaw in the 1st round Boy Steea (P.W.V.%),
Welter winner .

o o o

LUCKNOW, MEERUT AND D.ILBA CHAM.
PIONSHIPS--INDIVIDUALS

(19th, 21st, 220d and 23rd August 1933)

Seven men were entered for the
Individuals, and three were left to fight on
the night of the Finals. The four men who
lost their eliminating contests only did so by
the referee's casting vote, i.c., the points
were even, but a decision had to be made

One of the most outstanding and notice-
able points about both our team and
individuals was that, although competitors
from other Units were repeatedly being
warned by the referee for incorrect hitting
and minor offences in the ring, our boxers
were seldom, if ever, checked for any offence.

Silver Cups were presented to the winning
team, and Medals to the runners-up.

Rescarchiod § written by Leshe D Wood (Crasdeon) Malerts scurced 12om pesscnil Arrmy secosds anc he WNW. 23 Jan 2019
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6.4.35

Extended service to complete 12 years

28.12.34 - 8.4.36 Sudan
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Sudan is a country in North
East Africa.
It is bordered by Egypt to the

- North, the Red Sea to the

Northeast,

Eritrea to the

East, Ethiopia to the
Southeast, South Sudan to

. the South, the Central

- African Republic to the
- Southwest, Chad to the
. West, and Libya to the
- Northwest.
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9.4.36 Home
16.9.36 Army School of Catering, Aldershot

Wife — Vina Sophia Dobing (Shown c1937)

Her first & second registered addresses:

(Extract from another residents recollections of the same time in those streets)

3 Brentwood Villas, Beverley. Yorkshire,

“About tea time once on a Sunday | was going to take a can of tea to my uncle who was a
milkman in Flemingate. Because he wasn't in his dairy | knew he would be in the field
milking so | took it Mr and Mrs Cross who lived in the bungalow and left it there for him.
On the way back the plane came over and dropped some bombs on Beverley hitting
houses in Beverley. One bomb hit the bungalow. | am here to tell the tale, but
unfortunately Mr and Mrs Cross died. My uncle came back from milking and was

disappointed that he couldn't have his tea because the can had been squashed. There
were houses in Flemingate bombed. | believe they were called Brentwood Villas".

21 Benson Street, Norton on Tees, Co Durham.

“On the 19% August 1941, a bomb, believed to be a para mine, fell in-between houses in
Benson Street and Pine Street. 12 houses were demolished in Benson St — Nos 25 - 41
and 32 - 36 and 32 — 36 on Pine St. 21 people were seriously injured and 7 killed".

Resanrched & wrizer 3y Lane D Wood (Grardecn) Naterial sousces fom parsaral Army recorcs anc e WWW. 23 Jar 2019
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The date of where and when and where James met his wife to be is a little sketchy.

Our family was always told that they met when he was at or in the area of Catterick
Garrison, North Yorkshire where she worked as a lady in waiting or house keeper at
the Fleece Hotel, Richmond, North Yorkshire. (It is also possible that he had some
connection with the Green Howards who have a museum at Richmond).




During this period back home in England, James and Vina were married at Aldershot on
the 12 Jan 1939 and placed on the Army register as married on the 11* March 1939.

All Saints Garrison Church

It is possible that they were
married here.

Around Jan 1938 (possibly after a New Years eve party), James and Vina must have
had had a night of “intimacy”, because nine months later, on the 9™ November at 1
O'clock in the morning, my father (Leslie George Robert Wood) was born in the
Glasgow Royal Maternity and Women’'s Hospital in the district of College, Central
Glasgow.

However, his birth was not registered until 17 Jan 1939, until after the wedding. On

his birth certificate, his birth. was witnessed by his Uncle Robert Wood of 7 Scotia.
Street Glasgow.

The Royal Maternity Hospital was founded in 1834 and was originally called
the Glasgow Lying-In Hospital and Dispensary. It moved from Greyfriars Wynd to St
Andrew's Square in 1841 and then in 1860 to the Roftenrow.

In 1914 the hospital became the Glasgow Royal Maternity and Women's
Hospital but it retained its popular nickname, "The Rottenrow". (Because Rottenrow
describes a place where there was once a row of tumbledown cottages infested with
rats and goes back to the 14th century or earlier).

The entrance arch is all that
remains of Rottenraw hospital.

£1820s. On the left in the front
row is Mary McKillop. Brown, who
later worked as a midwife and as

what was popularly known as a
"green lady” - a health visitor.

datariad sources form parsaral Ay recorcs and e WWW. 33 Jar 2019




19.9,39 - 30.5.40 BEF - France, (British Expeditionary Force, Dunkick).

18.1.40 Docked 1 days pay by Commanding Officer.
23.2.40 Docked 1 days pay by Commanding Officer.
3.3.40 Granted war-time Proficiency pay

Not much is know of his time here, as he never talked much about his military
service in general. Along with the unofficial Dunkirk medal, this is a certificate
issued by the town of Dunkirk in recognition of the allied members commitment
during Operation Dynamo.

LA VILLE DE DUNKERQUE

Cutens L’ Cameron //?v%\éw
En mémoire des Combats de Mai et Juin 1940

Amu et bewrow
Warrw Thmberpe

& T

LV on Vb:*,‘l

Rescarchod & witten by Lesbe D Wood (Crasdaon) Malterts scurced 1oem passcnl Arrmy secosds and he WNW. 23 Jan 2019
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The Dunkirk Medal.
Awarded to any Allied member involved in Operation Dynamo, the evacuation of

Allied forces from the Dunkirk sector between 29 May and 3 June and those soldiers
evacuated from the beaches.

It is an unofficial commemorative medal created by the town of Dunkirk to
commemorate the defence of the town and surrounding area during May and June
1840. The allocation of the award was managed by Association nationale des
anciens combattants de Flandres-Dunkerque 1940, the French National Association
of Veterans of the Fortified Sector of Flanders and Dunkirk (and later administrated
by the now disbanded Dunkirk Veterans Association).

Initiated in 1960, the award was initially awarded to only French service personnel
(with approximately 30,000 medals issued). In 1970 it was also awarded to any
Allied member involved in Operation Dynamo, the evacuation of Allied forces from
the Dunkirk sector between 29 May and 3 June and those soldiers evacuated from
the beaches. All British servicemen from the Royal Navy, Royal Air Force, Merchant
Navy, and the civilian little ship volunteers were eligible to receive the award.

Note: The medal is to be worn on the right breast, but as it is not designated an
official medal it is not to be mounted with other British official medals and awards

| |
DUNKIRK @ VETERANS
ASSOCIATION

Life Membership Certificate

This is to certify that __J__Zica_____ has

been admitted as a Life Member of the Association

Number _ Locs gzz . ‘

Secretary 1990 Dunkiet Vatersns Asseciwsion |

[ PR S S T i e
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THE HACKLES Q'BLUE or THE CAMERONS AT DUNKIRK.

For King and for country they gallantly stood,

Resolved to gje Britain their last drop ¢'blood, Gie = Give

As fierce as the lions on Scotia's flags, Scotia's = Scotlands.
As wild as her mountains, as grim as her crags,

They fought in the daylight; they fought in the mirk,

Ihg' vastly outnumbered at stricken Dunkirk,

Like demons and devils they slaughtered and slew,

Nor was there a stain on the Hackles o'Blue.

They fought like the Bulldogs brave Camerons all,

Aye formaist in battle excelling in war, Aye formaist = always first
Wi’ courage undaunted, wi' mettle as real,

They harried the foemen wi' cauld tempered steel,

Tho' favoured by odds, often twenty to one,

They battered and butchered and scattered ilk Hun,____llk = each

And wha would misdoubt what we ken to be true, Wha = who. Ken = know.
Mistrusts the men wearing their Hackles g'Blue.

They fought in the open; they fought in the street,

Tho' hungry and weary and blistered their feet,

They battled in sunshine, they battled in rain.

Avenging their comrades baith wounded and slain, Baith = both.
No thought in their minds but their hames oe'r the sea,

No thought but to die for the land of the free,

True Camerons a' braving death to win through,

Proud o’ their Balmorals and their Hackles ¢’Blue

But fighting wears heads heroes, like water wears stains, Stains = stones
When taxed yont their limits, their stamina wained,

And brave as their hearts were, they couldna withstand

The fire 0o’ machines overhead and on land,

Bombs rained down upon them fae planes in the air,

While tanks in there hundreds wrought Hell everywhere,

Unsightly as sin when they plunged into view,

19




Betrayed by a traitor main mair vile than a snake, ______All this verse is a mystery

Wha sold his ain people to save his ain sake, don’t know the story of

Thus damming ilk faither, enslaving ilk son, any traitor.

Wha saw his dear country by vice overrun,

A knave in the thick o' a dark wicked plot,

Nor ca’ him a rat, for a rat would have fought,

A king, Nay a guhstain, wha weakly withdrew, _______Not sure about this line.

His comrades attached to the Hackles o'Blue. “quhstain”could be a man to be
hanged.

Alone, nigh surrounded the battle now lost,

Fate found ilk man on Dunkirk's sandy coast,

Hard pressed as are |ouries and deers hunted down, “louries”??
Betrayed by a buffer unfit for a crown, “ouffer™??
It seems as if 3' o' them prisoners would be,

Destined for starvation or drowned in the sea,

But Mighty Hands matched snatched the cause to pursue,

And freed were the bonnie braw Hackles o’ Blue.

By faith and guid guidance and learning as well,
A mighty armada arose on the swell,

Cruisers, destroyers, baith big ships and sma’,

A quainter armada mankind never saw,

One thought in the wisdom the foeman to foil,
And take back again to their gin native soil,

Their dear fellow countrymen conscious and true,
Still wearing balmorals and hackles g’blue.

A0hed A wrizar 3y Lane D Mooz (Grardecn] Naterad sources form parsaral Armyy reconcs and e WWW. 23 Jar 2019
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31.5.40 Home

6.8.40 (Appointed Unpaid Acting Corporal.
18.7.41 Home (Inverness)

21.8.41 Home (Fort George)

2.10.41 Turriff, Scotland?

(1000s of ex Dunkirk troops were housed in this area).

21.11.41 “Field"

17.6.42 - 10.10.42  Egypt

3.9.42 Reduced to Private.

3.10.42 Attached to No 510 V.S Convoy No 8 Unit.

28143 . Promotedto Lance Corporal.
23343 _Reduced to Private.

17,543 . _Attended Cooks course.
Proceed to 155 transit camp awaiting posting.

4.6.43

28.8.43 Posted 106 Anti Tank Regiment. (Burma, North Africa?)

Attached to 32 Field Regiment (Located Egypt & N Africa 1942-3 - Army & GHQ
Troops Support Regiment, Middle East School of Artillery).

26.12.43 Passed trade test as a Cook class 2.
26.12.43 Compulsorily transferred to the A.C.C

(Army Catering Corps), Corporal - Cook Class 2

The Army Catering Corps did not exist as a separate Corps in the Army until 1
January 1965 when it was granted the status of an independent Corps in its own
right, under the direction of the Quartermaster General.

Until then the Catering Corps had been under the control of the Royal Army Service
Corps since its formation on 22 March 1941 under Army Order 35 of 1941.

BAazNed A writer 3y Lane D Mooz (Grarceon] Natarad sources form parsaral Armyy recorcs and e WWW. 23 Jar 2019
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Cooks preparing stew in the kitchens at St Omer Barracks, Aldershot, November 1939

20,644 Pos

At the height of World War |l, the Middle East Relief and Refugee Administration (MERRA)
operated camps in Syria, Egypt and Palestine where tens of thousands of people from across
Europe sought refuge.

MERRA was part of a growing network of refugee camps around the world that were operated in a
collaborative effort by national governments, military officials and domestic and international aid
organizations. Social welfare groups including the International Migration Service, the Red Cross,
the Near East Foundation and the Save the Children Fund all pitched in to help MERRA and,
later, the United Nations to run the camps.

El Shatt was the United Nations refugee camp set up in Egypt during World War Il

More than 30,000 Yugoslavian refugees lived in the camp, for a total of 18 months between 1944
and 1946.

The

summer of 1944 to accommedate the large number of civilians fleeing from what is now Croatia,
ahead of a German invasion.

AN . ARG L ¥ U ARl 4 MERIEY & v BLEI0 BG4 AlEN -] |
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During their time in the camp, there were 300 marriages and 650 children were born.
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Studying

At the place of their exile, resis a graveyard with 825
araves of people who did not withstand the tough
conditions of life in the deseri. DIY shelving

Researchod & written by Leabe D Wood (Crasduon) Malerts sourced foom passconil Arrmy secosds and e WNW. 23 Jan 2019
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After being moved from El Shatt Camp, James received a “letter from one of the
remaining refugees:
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Transcription below:

***  This paragraph implies that
it is signed off by George?

Resesrcned & wrizer 3y Lawie 0 Wood (Grarcecn] Naterial sources fom parsaral Army recorcs and e WWW. 33 Jar 2019
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El Shatt,13 IV 45

Dear Corporal Wood
We (the undersigned)

Are very sorry indeed that you've gone & that we didn't see you before you left to say good..

bye.
You may say this is probably a good selfish sentiment. It is we see ourselves daily growing
thinner
Sketched Faces
and thinner -

Sketched thin people

and finally probably, Fading away eventually

Sketched clouds of smoke and a dog

but possibly coming back to haunt people as third class ghosts.

Since writing this we have held a conference (It's the American in us) & have come to the
conclusion we also are sorry you have gone for yourself alone.

In case it interests you — they are still eating stew & old figs (also stewed) in our mess. But
that yesterday evening we geked it out by cooking chops from an unknown source on a
peculiar little paraffin stove in the tent, making the atmosphere very thick for sleeping but
maybe that is nourishing too.

***  Now one of us will do her Serbo:croat homework. We have a seven.minute lesson most
mornings at 8.0. It's wonderful the speed with which we learn.

Qohro,

Pictures of Tea, Cheese, Bread. Butter, Corned Beef

Buy-Buy
Yours sincerely

George Makiedo (?)
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James sat in front of two
Yugoslavians at El Shatt.

Maybe one of these wrote the letter?

21.10.44 Granted Long Service & Good Conduct pay.

14.9.44

Nuseirat was the
largest camp in the

area. It housed
7,805 people in April,
of which 4,769 were
children.

The camp population
to grew to 12,000 by
the end of the
summer.
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20.8.45 ; Catering C B.D Traini
27.9.45 GHQ Training Camp. Posted to X(Vlll)a Sidi Bistro?
24146 . Released to Class Z Army Reserves. **

Military Conduct: Very Good. “An independent character who manages men
well and when given control of work can be relied upon completely”

** Following the Second World War, a new Z Reserve of soldiers and officers who
had served between 3 September 1939 and 31 December 1948 were available for
recall if under 45 years of age.

Medals Awarded

1939-43 Star Africa Star Burma Star Defence Medal War Medal

Died: 22nd Sept 1989
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