
Dorothy’s case containing the letters. 



Fred in battledress and field service cap. 

              

          
           

              

Rifleman 6848122 (Fred) 

Rifleman 6848114 (Len)  



On Parade - Fred Third From Right 

 

Fred Centre Back 



The handbag Fred sent to Dorothy from Cairo in February 1941. 

 



The brown paper 

wrapping Fred 

posted the bag in 

and the sender – 

Abdel Aziz 

Hawad – Khan El 

Khalili, Cairo  

(a famous bazaar 

& souk in the 

historic centre of 

Cairo, Egypt). 

 



Fred in his khaki drill &  

pith helmet. 

Fred left back & Len front 

left on a rickshaw – taken 

at a port whilst on their 

way to the Middle East.  

Ref. letter 4/10/41 

20th October 1941 – airgraph of 

Christmas and New Year 

greetings sent from  

The Middle East  

to Dorothy. 



Fred with his pals in 

Egypt – below, Len in the 

middle. 

Filigree Bracelet sent to 

Dorothy in 1941 from 

Egypt. 



Dorothy kept this poem 

from The Daily Mirror – 

Patience Strong’s  

Quiet Corner 

Prisoner of War Tag 

No. 139290 



 

May 1943 - How to communicate with Prisoners of War. 



 



 





 









 





Notice to Report for Duty on the 13th of June 1941     

at The Norbury House Hotel, Droitwich. 



D
o

ro
th

y
 -

 t
h

ir
d

 r
o

w
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
fr

o
n

t 
–

 5
th
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
le

ft
 



Dorothy in her ATS Uniform.   
 

Dorothy chose to work in  

the kitchen as a cook  

for the Officers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Leave Pass for  

             31/8/45 to 10/9/45. 

 



Wedding Day – 28th July 1945 

Held at the Parish Church of St Mary 

Borough of Lewisham 

A thought Dorothy kept  

from the Daily Mirror’s Quiet Corner By 

Patience Strong. 
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1. Herbert Watling  2. Len Rainger  3. Charlie Fisher  4.  Robert Would         

5. Albert Would  6.  William Would  7.  Violet Watling  8. Did Watling            

9.  Annie Would  10. Doll Harris  11.  Mrs Would  12.  Dorothy Watling 

(Herb’s daughter)  13.  George Watling  14.  Anna Watling                         

15.  Geoff Harris   16. Beryl Watling (Herb’s daughter)  17. Dennis Watling 

(George’s son)  18. Joan Watling (George’s daughter)  19. Jean (Uncle 

John’s daughter)  20. Florrie Fisher   21. George Watling (George’s son) 

21 



Selection of wedding cards from:  

Jep & Doll 

All at Knighton Park Road 

Ann, Bill, Bob & Albert 

Eileen & Len 

Mum (Anna Watling) 



Below: Margaret & Fred outside 123 Davenport Road 



Christmas 1950 with Fred & Margaret – Trafalgar Square 

“The Twins” 

 Connie & Charlie 

The twins with  

Doll & Florrie outside  

123 Davenport Road. 

Connie, Charlie & Fred 

outside Arngask Road. 



Margaret, Fred, Connie & Charlie 



George & Anna with  

baby Margaret. 
 

Anna with her slipper box. 
 

The Sisters: Annie, Florrie,            

Alice & Doll. 
 

Dorothy, Anna, Fred, Florrie,        

Annie & Doll. 



Doll (left) outside  

Luton Street, 

Huddersfield. 

Geoff in the Home Guard – front far right. 



Connie, Fred, Charlie 

& George. 

Doll, Annie, 

Fred, Anna, 

Margaret, 

Dorothy. 

 

Charlie, Fred, 

Connie. 

Did, Annie, Dorothy, Fred, 

Anna, Doll, John & 

Unknown. 



F 

Geoff, Albert & George. Robert Would 

Florrie, Albert & Doll. 

Fred, Fred, Margaret,  

William & Geoff. 

Anna, Fred, Doll,  

Margaret, Dorothy, Fred 

(Dennis Front). 



George, George, Violet & Joan. 

Anna in the sea with Violet. 

 

George, Violet, George & Joan 

later in life. 



29th March 1938 

Cliftonville 

Lido 



Reference written 

in 1940 for 

Dorothy - from 

White Lodge, for 

her time working 

as a house keeper 

at 50 Vicars Hill. 

Fred working 

for Geoff’s 

landscaping 

company. 



In the 1950’s, Fred worked for 

United Dairies as a milkman. 



1938 programme 

kept by Dorothy 

from her first date 

with Fred and 

inside advert for 

“The Hipp” 

mentioned in many 

of the letters. 

George, Fred, George, 

Charlie, Fred, Dorothy 

& Violet at the dogs 



Fred, later on in 

life and at home in 

Arngask Road. 



Grand-children:   

Lara & Erik 

Julie & Claire 

Nyree, Caroline  

& Tyrone. 



Dorothy with her children: Charlie, Margaret, Fred & Connie. 

Doll with the grand-children (back) Julie, Lara & Erik 

(front) Caroline, Nyree, Louise, Claire, Robert & Tyrone. 

Lined up by age:  

Lara, Erik, Tyrone, 

Caroline, Nyree, Julie, 

Claire, Robert & 

Louise. 

(9 grand-children) 



Dorothy on her 80th birthday. 

Dorothy meeting her first great grand-child,  

Dylan, in Dec 2004. 



George & Anna’s grave along 

with their daughter Florrie - 

73GG.  Left - when grave first 

placed.  Right - restored in 2020. 

Fred & Dorothy’s grave 

- 149 HZ. 



George Henry Watling 
1871 - 1947 

Anna Emmerson 
1873-1965 

Florence May Watling 
1898 - 1956 

 
Florrie married Charles Fisher 

Alice Watling 
1900 - X 

 
Alice married John (Jack) Sharp  

 
Children:  

John/Frederick/Evelyn/Charles/Constance Annie Watling  
1901 - 1980  

 
Annie married William Would 

 
Children: Albert/Robert/Constance George Henry Watling 

1903- 1969 
 

George married Violet Chapman 
 

Children:  George/Joan/Dennis 

Doris Elizabeth Watling 
1907 - 2001 

 
Doll married Geoff Harris 

Herbert Victor Watling 
1909 - x  

 
Herbert married Florence Kurton 

 
Children: Herbert/George/Russell 

Beryl/Dorothy/Evelyn Russell Frederick Watling 
1917 - 1982 

 
Frederick married Dorothy Warwick 

 
Children: 

Margaret/Frederick/Constance/Charlie 

William Watling (John) 
1906 - X 

 
John married Edith Rose 

 
Children:  Jean 

George & Anna’s Family 



Russell Frederick Watling 
1917 - 1982 

Dorothy Georgina Warwick 
1917 - 2005 

Margaret Anne Watling 
1946 - 

 
Margaret married Ernie Osgood 

 
Children:  Lara Jane Osgood (1967) 

 Erik William Osgood (1968) 

Frederick Russell Watling 
1948 - 2007 

 
Fred married Linda Gilronan 

 
Children:  Tyrone John Watling (1974) 

Nyree Louise Watling  (1977) 
 

Tyrone has two children with Ayesha Savage:  
Dylan Ronald William Watling (2004) 

Frederick David Joseph Watling (2008) 
 

Nyree has two children with Edward Wilkie:  
Oliver Thomas Wilkie (2009) 

Ella Louise Wilkie (2014) 

Constance Elizabeth Watling 
1953 -  

 
Connie married John Wilkins and later 

Michael Heppell 
 

Children:  Caroline Georgina Wilkins (1976) 
Julie Emily Wilkins (1979) 

 
Caroline has one child with Adam Ward:  

Sienna Adaline Elizabeth Ward (2020) 
 

Julie has one child with Joseph Miller: 
Maxwell Joseph Michael Miller (2013) 

Charles  William Watling 
1953 - 

 
Charlie married Bridget Troy 

 
Children:  Claire Margaret Watling (1979) 

Robert Russell Watling (1982) 
Louise Samantha Watling (1985) 

 
Claire has three children with Daniel Grice: 

George Charlie Grice (2009) 
Dexter Scott Grice (2013) 
Zac Daniel Grice (2015) 

 
Robert has two children with Sarah McEwen: 

Flynn Antoni Watling (2013) 
Thea Ann Watling (2017) 

 
Louise has one child with David Johnson: 

Betty Elsie Johnson (2018) 

Fred & Dorothy’s Family 


