Mum and dad’s war
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Foreward

| am the youngest of four children, an older sister and brother (Joyce and Pe-

ter) born in the 1930s, and me and another brother (Brian) born in the 1950s.
As a young boy, | knew dad had been in India and Burma during the war, but

he spoke very little about it (and mum even less) and at the time | didn’t take
much interest.

Now much later in life as | look into my family tree | have also been looking at
what life was like for mum and dad during the Second World War, and | can
only say that my respect for them has grown and | wish | had paid more atten-
tion when | was younger.

They say that war is months of boredom followed by moments of terror.
Dad’s moments of terror occurred in 1944 when he was part of the second
Chindit operation in Burma. For mum, and all the others back at home, all
they would have known about this came from a standard letter stating some-
thing like “Your husband is fit and well but owing to operational reasons will
be unable to write as usual”. | don’t know whether receiving these letters
would have helped or not.

This booklet contains copies of the surviving letters and ‘airgraphs’ ex-
changed between mum, dad, Joyce and Peter along with some of his army
documents and photos from various sources. | have included some notes
about what was going on in the wider world at the time (shown in blue) as well
as details from dad’s service record.

Robert Whiteman
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25th Dec 1935 Married at Diddington in Huntingdonshire
26th Sep 1936 Joyce born
10th Aug 1938 Peter born

Diddington
Wedding—The Parish Church was the scene of a very pretty wedding on Christmas
Day, when Miss Ellen S. Joyce, daughter of Mr and Mrs H. Joyce, was married to Mr
Francis Freeman Whiteman, son of the late Mr Whiteman and Mrs Whiteman of Den-
ford, Northants. The vicar, Rev T. H. Higgins officiated. The bride, who was given
away by her father, was attired in a pretty blue dress and veil, with shoes to match,
and carried a lovely bouquet of white chrysanthemums. She was attended by the
Misses Winifred and Elsie Joyce (sisters of the bride) and Miss Peggy Moss (niece),
who wore pretty peach coloured dresses, silver shoes and wreaths and carried bou-
guets of white and pink chrysanthemums. Mr A. Whiteman carried out the duties of
best man. After the ceremony a reception was held at the bride’s home, a large
number of guests being present. The happy couple received a large number of pre-
sents. They will make their future home at Ringstead.



1939 Register

As part of the preparations for the possibility of war, the British government car-
ried out a kind of simple census in 1939 which listed dates of birth and occupa-
tions. Thus the family were shown as living in the Sivers Building in Ringstead,
dad’s occupation given as “rough carpenter” and mum as “unpaid domestic du-
ties”.

The rest of dad’s family were still in the family home of Ferndale in Denford.
Grandmother Emily with her new husband John Griggs (carpenter and joiner, fa-
cially disabled), uncle Alf (William Alfred, age 31, gardener and jobbing builder)
with his wife Kitty (Kathleen, domestic servant), uncle Ted (Edmund Fairey, age 22,
clicker and shoe operative), and uncle Len (Leonard George, age 18, bricklayer).
Also at that address were Edward Parker (poultry farmer) and his wife Elizabeth
(unpaid domestic duties).

A post-war photo of dad outside the Sivers building, probably with Brian.
The family moved to Denford Road in Ringstead when | was born in 1957.



Sivers Row

The family lived in one of the middle houses in the terrace. It was a typical two
up/two down, with a further bedroom in the attic (Pete’s) reached by a ladder from
one of the bedrooms. The toilet was in a shed across the yard and there was a loft
above the toilet and shed. This was a common feature in the area as much of the
work done in the boot and shoe industry was carried at a home rather than in the
factories. No doubt isolating the workshop kept the smell of glue out of the house
and reduced fire risks.

Pete, mum and Joyce, possibly taken in 1945 near her parents’ home in Diddington.



3rd Sep 1939 Declaration of war against Germany

14th May 1940 Broadcast by Anthony Eden calling for Local Defence
Volunteers. 22 men from Ringstead sign up

Ist July 1940 L.D.V. Renamed Home Guard
16th Aug 1940 Bombs dropped on Kilsby in Northamptonshire
3rd Oct & 19th Nov 1940  Bombs dropped on Rushden




This letter was addressed to dad as L/Cpl F.F.Whiteman

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY

’ BY
Lieut-Colonel V. H. Sykes, M.A., LL.B,,
Commanding 8th Bn. Nerthamptonshire Home Guard.

11th November, 1941.

In spite of what happened twenty-three years ago, we face again the same foe. Heiis

homes. Should that happen, our freedoi i, privileges and way of life will cease. Our
membership of the Home Guard implies that each of us will do our utmost to kill the
invader. .

I wish to thank all of you, who for mc aths past have given time, money and diligence
in equipping yourselves~to discharge a great duty. I realise the responsibility and
likewise the privilege of command. I fe ! that all in this Battalion will do, and are

many old soldiers who by their example are giving great help.

I appeal to any Volunteer, whc:may have slackened off, to consult his conscience.
When fighting commences, the slacker will be a danger to his comrades and to himself.

Each man should b}e able to shoot to kill, bomb with effect and outwit the Hun.

J
the faithfulness of the many.”

Let each of us ask the questions—“Am I keeping faith?’* “Shall I let my friends
and neighbours down? “

Remember that Invasion is still possible and probable.

lessons from the field, the training will be more varied and helpful. The Germans say
“Sweat saves Blood.” Let us be prepared by sweating at our training.

Considerable changes have taken place in this Battalion during recent months. The
number of Officers and Companies has been doubled. Better control and greater efficiency
will follow. There is a great spirit of comradeship throughout all ranks, with no slackening
of discipline. We must maintain and improve this standard.

kil be = et <. i - - -
ericaily superior, tough, relentlessanc  uel. His ¢ njective is the desolation of Englisi

anxious to do the job like men. To be fit nd trained is an absolute essential. Tha. soldier
of past wars must alseslearn the new veapons and new ways of fighting. We have

) - A A
| It tas been written that the last War*was not woi by thle"genius of the few, > tby—

Our Winter Training has commenced. With new weapons, a year’s experience and-._

=< .amam

Home Guard. I know of many cases of quick advancement in the Army due solely to
previous experience in the Home Guard.

I wish you all success as you continue your training. Whether fighting alone, or with
the Regular Army, may we be worthy of the County Regiment.

VN H T ESVIKISS®
Lieut-Colonel,
Commanding 8th Bn. Northamptonshire Home Guard.




Income and expenditure

| don’t know how much dad was earning before the war, and it is difficult to estab-
lish exactly how much he earned after he was called up. British Infantry privates
were paid 2s 6d per day (half of what Americans, Canadians and Australians were
getting), but with stoppages this weekly pay of 17s 6d was reduced to 12s 6d.
Married men frequently made an allotment to their wives which further reduced
their pay to 10s. As a tradesman dad’s pay would have been slightly higher, get-
ting re-mustered to Operator Wireless and Line Blll as he did after the first year’s
training would have increased his pay by 3d per week.

Mum would have been receiving about 25s per week for herself, plus 8s 6d for
Joyce and 6s 6d for Pete for a total of 40s. She did some cleaning work around the
village and she kept the allotment garden. Again | don’t know quite what the rent
was, but similar houses in nearby Raunds were rented out at 5s per week. Here are
some sample prices from 1944:

Oatmeal 3 1/2d perlb

Self raising flour 7 1/2d per 3lb
Potatoes 7d perlb

Bread 9d per 4 |Ib loaf

Soap 6 1/2d per tablet
Washing powder 4d per small packet
Cigarettes 2s 6d per 20
Chocolates 9d per 1/4 Ib box

Rationing was gradually introduced from 1939 beginning with bacon, butter and
sugar. Meat was rationed from March 1940, tea, margarine and cooking fats in Ju-
ly that year, cheese and preserves from 1941. Clothing was rationed from 1941,
originally 66 coupons per adult, reduced to 48 a year later, to 36 in 1943 and 24
in 1945. Children got 10 extra coupons.



Adult weekly ration per person in 1944

Cheese 3 oz (2d) Bacon or ham 4 oz (6d)

Butter 2 0z (2d) Cooking fat 2 oz (1d)

Margarine 2 0z (1d) Sugar 8 oz (2d)

Jam 4 oz Sweets 30z

Tea 2 oz (adults only) (4d)

Meat 12 oz minced beef or equivalent value another meat (15s)
Eggs 1 per adult, 3 per child (2d each)

Milk 3 pints per adult, 7 pints for a child under 5, (3d per pint)

3 1/2 pints for school age (who also received milk at school)

Dried milk 1 pint (equivalent)

Children received half this ration

Coal became rationed to 1 cwt per household per week (2s 9d)

There was also a points system of rationing brought in for tinned goods, dried
fruit, cereals and biscuits. Initially in 1941 this was at 16 points for 4 weeks, later
raised to 24. Tins of Spam and salmon were both originally 16 points, but this was
changed to 8 points for Spam and 24 points for salmon.

People keeping chickens could exchange their egg ration for grain. Mum used to
keep eggs fresh by keeping them in “waterglass”. Perhaps she got extra eggs
through her mother-in-law’s neighbours.

In clothing coupons a blouse or pair of shoes would take 5, a dress 7to 11 and a
coat 14 coupons.

After dad was called up, for the ration food for herself and her children, mum
would have needed about 7s. An airmail letter to dad in India would have cost 6d
and an airgraph half that at 3d. When you add in the unrationed food like bread,
plus soap and washing powder, rent, clothes and doctor’s fees (Pete had asthma),
there can’t have been much left out of her two pounds.
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ON HIS MAIESTY'S SERVICE /4

>
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COMPARE WITH YOUR IDENTITY
CARD AND REPORT

Ration Book ™=
issued to safeguard your food supply

HOLDER'S NAME AND REGISTERED ADDRESS

S AT SUTHNIO et

DO NOT ALTER

e Sy SRS YTV

DIFFERENCE TO YOUR

Date of Isue.... . serial Number of Book

If found, piease return to '. PP 8647 05 t
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Mum didn’t keep any of her ration books, but these photographs show examples
of the paperwork she would have needed, and above is a depiction of how a
weekly ration would have looked.
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7th Dec 1941
1942

March

3rd & 22nd Aug
2nd September
19th November

Japan declares war

Japanese capture Rangoon
Bombs dropped on Wellingborough
Montgomery defeats Rommel in North Africa

Russians begin counter offensive at Stalingrad




1942
3rd Aug Bombs dropped on Wellingborough
9th December Dad called up
17th December 16th Primary Training Centre, East Retford
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Dad’s time in the Home Guard was obviously appreciated by his comrades as
well as by his superiors, although where and how he had developed enough
knowledge to be an instructor in weapons and “fieldcraft” | don’t know.

On the back of this note there is a hand written copy from Part Il Battn Or-
ders 22-12-42: “Item 251 Cpl Whiteman F.F. promoted Sgt W.E.F. 12-12-42”

[ ' NORTIAIPTONSHIRE TOME GUARD,

Froms- 8th lorthants, lome Guard.

TO WHOLL IT NAY CONCERN,

Corporal: ¥, Whiteman "A" Coy, has been a member of the Home Guard
for a considerable time,

His attendances at parades have been 100%, e is keen and has .
— N -

rendered valuable assistance,

He is a good instructor in weapon training and fieldcraft,

The Drill Hall,
Rushden,
2leiR 482,
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1942 Christmas card from dad to mum
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1943

For dad this was a year spent in training at various camps around Britain.

27th January

8th February
22nd to 26th Feb
10th & 11th Apr
30th Apr 6th May
13th May

5th June

29th June 5th July
12th July

17th July

20th August
25th Aug 1st Sep
29th August

4th September
11th to 25th Sep
26th September

No.2 Training centre, Blyth

2nd Operator Training Battalion, Royal Signals, Prestatyn
5 days compassionate leave

48 hours leave

7 days privilege leave

Germans in North Africa surrender

1st Operator Training battalion, Royal Signals, Catterick
7 days compassionate leave

Mustered out Operator Wireless and Line

2nd Operator Training Battalion, Royal Signals, Catterick
Re-mustered Operator Wireless and Line BllI

7 days privilege leave

80th Division signals

48th Division signals

Embarkation leave

Joyce’s 7th birthday




Dad: Imagine a shed full of grown men chanting things like “There are fairies at the
bottom of my garden”.

(The Signals vocalised Morse code as “dit” and “dah” for dots and dashes, presuma-
bly the above was an example of learning a rhythmic sequence)
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1943 Christmas card from dad to mum

S 2

i

,”4,‘..,:1; PSRN E

" o b
B e u*f.m&.‘m

RO SN

st My i

gl e e F gy R

1\
L T

e



e

S
.

e

e —

x

: MGE@Z v

\.@mu& 2yl 11o
uoy3z 240w hop $3%2 I
45919 2q 2nJdT]
ynm 247] 4noh 1o hoyy
ybnouayy uvah
210ym 2y3 3403y hw u
nof Jo op0Yy ] —Mv
sqybnoyy hddoy yon (jo°
e
(o

21




Birthday card from Pete to dad
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TO MY DEAR

Father

on our Bithole i
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Communication with troops abroad was by letter and “Airgraph”. In the latter
users filled in a form which was photographed and the film flown to its destination
where the photographs were printed out and distributed. Airgraphs cost 3d
against an airmail letter which cost 6d.
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9th July 1943 Start of invasion of Sicily
17th Aug 1943 Sicily captured

4
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Uncle Len was dad’s younger brother serving in the Royal Navy, | think he was
something to do with landing craft and worked in combined operations units.

He had married in 1942.
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25th October Embarked U.K.
28th Nov 1943 Disembarked Bombay then went Mhow Signals camp
16th Dec 1943 H.Q. Special Forces (cover name for the Chindits)
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A typical postcard of the period.

NANYEYRRE R

27th Jan 1944 Attached to 3rd West African Brigade

(Training in the area around Jhansi to be part of the second Chindit operation)

RRRANORU D
AN

The badge of the Chindits, based on a mythical Burmese animal.
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MRS F. WHITEMAN
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Operation Thursday opens on February 5th 1944 as 16 Brigade marches in

Nigerian troops loading onto a Dakota before flying into Burma.

Dad: When they were inoculating us there weren’t enough needles to use one per
man. | was stood at the back of a line of Africans, all big blokes, thinking how blunt
that needle was going to be before it got to me.

Each brigade operated in a series of independent columns.
3rd West African Brigade (‘Thunder’)

Headquarters No. 10 column

6th Battalion Nigeria Regiment  No.s 39, 66 columns
7th Battalion Nigeria Regiment  No.s 29, 35 columns
12th Battalion Nigeria Regiment No.s 12, 43 columns

The signals section of each column consisted of a Sergeant, 2 operators, an electri-
cian and 4 mules with their drivers. Dad was probably in the headquarters column
which often moved in conjunction with one of the other columns.

Dad: I once spent three days up a tree trying to get a signal.

On 6th April troops of the 7th Nigerian flew into Aberdeen and began the march to
White City. They had to halt for 3 days as they couldn’t get in contact with either
their H.Q. or any other columns.



A radio operator in the jungle.

As well as the radio, the equipment carried on mules included a battery, an engine
to charge the battery and a 30 foot long aerial.

The Chindits food supply was in the
form of American ‘K’ rations, de-
signed to be easily transportable.
In a bizarre coincidence, my father
in law was serving as a driver with
an RAF squadron in India at the
time. He volunteered to be a
“kicker” (they literally kicked the
supplies out) on the planes dropping
supplies to the Chindits and so may
well have supplied my father with
his food.

‘K’ rations
Morning Midday Evening

Small tin Spam Small tin cheese  Small tin pork loaf
2 pkts biscuits 2 pkts biscuits 2 pkts biscuits

4 cigarettes 4 cigarettes 4 cigarettes
Chewing gum Chewing gum Chewing gum

1 pkt coffee 1 pkt lemonade 1 pkt coffee

1 pkt sweets 1 fruit bar 1 chocolate bar

2 cubes sugar 2 cubes sugar 2 cubes sugar
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1944
5th March First troops fly in and establish “Broadway”
9th March 6th Nigerian Infantry fly into “Broadway”
29th March to 22nd June Siege of Imphal

1st April 7th & 12th Nigerian Infantry begin to fly into “Aberdeen”
5th to 14th April Siege of Kohima, fighting in the area continues into June
5th May ‘Aberdeen’ block closed, 6th Nigerian move north
10th May ‘White City’ block closed, garrison move north
13th May ‘Broadway’ block closed, garrison move north

15th May Monsoon breaks

1st June Dad struck off strength and on X(v) list (unfit for service, | don’t know
if this means he was evacuated or not).

6th June D-Day, the Allied invasion of France
27th June Chindits take Mogaung

12th Aug Nigerian Infantry begin evacuation from Burma

et ;
ot A g 2
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T e e

Wounded nd sick Chindits waiting for evacuation.

B

Those unable to carry on were evacuated by light aircraft, or in some places by
boat. As dad was at Shillong by the 11th of August | presume he must have been
evacuated before the rest of the Nigerian brigade were brought out.
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Aunt Annie was mum’s sister and her son Leslie was born in 1944

33



SIGNAL SECTIONW .
ENDIA. COMMAND. | (°

This airgraph is from dad’s brother Ted.



M

mrwww
m) P ou nd
I "\&\‘/g

mﬂ’ct il

To Raunde

\ing and
St ?f.af‘

Kejs Fon
soldiers

ﬁ“ T 957 hum m)

O'F ”Qj T went f‘éﬁh‘ nﬁj 3@!‘\‘..,
71 gaf overa ;mu ag then we Wenr

::r’{ n"’“f'é‘ aiﬂfa gW? r

yo
3 e ﬂi‘“
S VI Wﬁ‘s
hat Unele Len sent
a red P«lta\mf’ lo
yesrerdey w the firsh

have Ld q

aame of Sarnr g CQPe Tt B¢
a

Rsckaré ckm‘) was
We Ve. th down

a nhe W's of Ver noon anJM'

have aﬂ go ne awayaﬁ

The have p‘aﬁ ghdﬁ &et
Wib st of lubfrom your u,i

ri cﬁer

35



: u‘ﬁ?'""m%“ loleg . Jhe Yote. @tec
| o ole One @nd. a

‘ ,y/(w . R? w‘@ﬁ"f; Lm /

: lvfm- &nl w . J ' :

!’ THI NN B b B "; ekl (" : 4

| MAKE SURE THAT THE ADDRESS i5 WRITTEN IN LARGE BLOCK LETTERS IN THE PA

W A . i ailk S AP

Ted and Bertha’s daughter Madeline was born in 1944,



ﬁ o 2459 . Ranx Sz em M‘
WIff‘f “ N/?N T
. Fuy

aallse S PLED 4 v
Hours 10 00 23 59’}3&}

Shillong is in the north western state of Assam, not far from the Burmese border.

Aunt Bertha with Madeline, Joyce
and Pete.
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18th Aug 1944 Special Forces Training Signals

(There were plans for another Chindit operation)
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Dad mentions evacuees in this airgraph. | think mum said they didn’t stay very
long. They were probably part of the renewed evacuation as the V bombs began
to be used against London.
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27th Nov 1944

Passed trade training, re-mustered Operator Wireless and Line
Group B Class Il
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Coral was dad’s older sister and Gerald was her husband.

41



| 4/#4& TES ——
e mvv:’?” s /O !//éé-

M“ F WHITEMAN
HEGH ST, RINESTe
/f E/TERING,

NORTHS,
“nfuﬂdp

T R TN R w o AR T




HieH 57; RIN6STEAD
/f[?’/:ﬁz NG,

s | NoRTHANTS, me‘?
iR ENELA /v1> / \ i |
/

t
MR R WHiTEMAN | T ‘g

et BN T S P

138395 N~

. >~-—-.—-..- wi.:!.rrinv wotd :: iur;, :;:
4/'/4-9?09 3 T §

Sandov's Jull war ano ;}1? of - /0/”/04
"’1““' Fovee S8
1 ;,,.,‘,-; W »«——-«-—’ﬁﬂzﬁ e “M-"; s G e S <

o RN L Y

A T S A
.

WISHES YOUu

A
MERRY CHRIZTMAS 8
HAPPY NEW YEAR
7”??)’
My Son PeTER L
R 0. L4 MR .""’ » "f/t’“ - arp f13565)

!Mwmum o a

A Bl 5 N 5 I

43



e Wim—
"scm'v wnrrc#m q
No ;

Pete was now 6 years old and these days a knife seems a strange present to
send such a young child.
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This airgraph is from dad’s mother in law.
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H.M.S. Hamilcar was a shore base for combined operations.



Write the address in large BLOCK letters in the pasel below,
The address must NOT be typewritton.
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25th Mar 1945 Return from concessional area (no longer in war zone)
have been stationed in Imphal up to this date.

31st Mar 1945 Special Forces Training, 202 Ind Freq Mon Section
7th May 1945 Germany surrenders




11th May 1945 H.Q. Special Forces, T.0.S. India Command
6th Aug 1945 Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima

9th Aug 1945 Atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki
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2nd Sep 1945 Japan surrenders
October 1945 28 days LIAP (Leave In Addition Python) which was leave to the U.K.
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L\ R P e OQT . : " £ S AR, 'M-_1240._\
| ' . : ) Rovised Edn. 1929.

. e &
Health Certificate for Officers, Other Ranks, Families and Civilians
Embarking in Government Vessels or Hired Transports. i

5 (See Movement Instructions, Tndia (Provisional), 1987, para. 250.)
: Station u‘® . gc
Date 02'? 3& cr ‘{ 'J |

I certify that on the occasion of their dsparture from (Station)

4

Corps. .the individuals noted on the margin who are
proceeding to (port) : ,
are free from infectious disease, and are in all
respects medically fit for embarkation. As far
S ; 28 can be ascertained, none of them has been
, recently in contact with any case of infectious
Strength. ' ~ digease. G : :
Ogcers’. _ ; - (Mediecal officers will invariably state whether
8&2‘;:2’ gglﬁgren. . or mot infectious disease is prevalent in the
Ofiierlsacny stabion from which the individuals are proceed-
Warrant and N. C. Os. and men. ing. They will also remark what special pre-
g}i;gﬁep. - .~ cagbions, if any, should be-taken to safeguard
iehn e __ the health of the troops on the jourpey.)

Ressa ot S, e
s (D .

: Sigaat ‘;g’ of M, q :
inoucled] e,

= e

Signature of . 0.

INSTRUCTIONS.

1. When this certificate applies to an individual or-to a party of less than 10 the names will be
entered on the reverse, and the certificates will be handed over to the embarkation medical officer at
the port. In the case of organized drafts a nominal roll on the reverse is not required as the draft
conducting officer will be in possession of nominal rolls. : 5 i

2. In the case of units and drafts, the certificate will be prepared by the officer in medical
charge and countersigned and forwarded by the O. C. unit to the Commandant of the Rest Camp or
to the Embarkation Commandant as the case may be. One copy is required for each of the follow-
ing occasions :— i

. (1) Immediately before departure from the original station, 5 T
(2) Onleaving a station at which rail is taken, when part of the journey has been performed
by route march. ‘ : = ;
(3) From each halting place or rest camp on route at which a halt of more than 72 hours has

been made. : i L . :
1 3. In cases where more than 3 days have elapsed from date of signatnre of this certificate, it -
o must be endorsed by a Government Medical Officer within 3 days of embarkation. ' .
g 4. No officer’s or soldier’s wife within three months of her confinement is to hbe ocertified
i medically fit for embarkation. In the case of an Officer's wife a written statement on this ‘point
from the lady or her husband may be accepted by the Medical Officer. _

5, For an Officer’s family the certificate of a civil practitioner may be accepted. 2

6. The Medical Officer or other person in charge will report immediately by wire any outbreak
- of infectious or epidemic disease which may occur in the party during the journey, in accordance
~ with Regs, for the Aymy in Irdia, para 873 and Movement Instructions, India. 1937 para 69. e
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= . ' R.AP. Form 2524
Important Notice to all personnel arriving by air from abroad

KEEP THIS CARD

" AND IF YOU FALL ILL WITHIN 21 DAYS AFTER ARRIVAL IN THIS
COUNTRY, SHOW IT TO A DOCTOR (CIVIL OR SERVICE) AND TELL
HIM WHERE YOU HAVE COME FROM.

Dangerous infectious diseases occur in the countries in which you have been
serving. You may have contracted one of these diseases before emplaning but,
owing to the speed of air travel, it may not develop until after your arrival in the
United Kingdom. : ; 4

. It is essential for the protection of yourself, your family and your friends, and |
"to prevent widespread epidemics of diseases such as smallpox and typhus in this |
country, that any illness from which you may suffer during the 21 days after your
arrival should receive immediate medical attention. :

Arrived at. 'g; R i: T%i?«) RW éﬂM(’w&Sﬁii_j < i£ .JAir Station
/‘
V4

00 C00000 00030000002 00000000060000000000CCERNGOCOOL so0ee0e0000ROCORBORO000S
g D -~ S

I -

Ona..-.--oo-o---.uoono.o-.-oo- 600000000 ©so000s08s s es0see edv08008000 ©000020000600020 J

Joa W

23

; A ok e

. i \,;.M R RN | e A wor, G0N
B_rlgadler Abdy . ts pointing out something to John MacFarla
his orderly, behind him an unknown officer or NCO.

3 |
W\

ne on Hill 60. By John is

4

This photograph of the Brigadier in command of the 3rd West Africans illustrates
the level of informality adopted by the Chindits on campaign. At the camps where
they were recovering signs had to be put up reminding them to salute.



A very posed photograph of dad showing off his Chindit badge.
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23rd Oct 1945

G.H.Q. (1) Southern India Monitor Station

Jalahalli (a suburb of Bangalore)

LA F.Z.—2030,
AIR TRANSIT CAM®.N(
INDIVIDUAL MOVEMENT ORDER <
’/' 3036 3. @? < AT A
Tou /ol J TR R b S f B Ve TE AN «ei(No., Rank & Name)

You are posted to.. Q¢ D C?‘.‘Z“.’f.)Q.’......{t?..é".?.};.‘;......E”ffi..ﬁ...‘.......(Unit/ Fo?mation)

K

=

and will proceed by-rail-direct/ via. oo € e Soced o (Place)

“air terminal.

Nox niiin s St es
!/ 7/ <
Date .f?t}y.;f{/.f’i.“"‘
Gk lleces
2 :
e ey R e i e O g - SRR st S /

To date | have been unable to find out anything about what was the purpose of
the Monitor station or what dad’s role may have been there. Whatever it was it

kept him away from home for a year after the war ended.

Dad: There were riots and marches in support of the independence movement
and we had to stand in front of the government buildings being sworn and

spat at by the crowds.



RTLQNTO“B‘E‘RETANED ‘B g %ggwm — ; e
(, HI3JOURNEY BUT IS VALID 'O.\.\ M“‘\{
Auoomamiw BY A CHECK TICKET TSRy ,
THE RAILWAY. BOTH THIS FORM AND THE
CHECK TICKET MUST BE SURRENDKRED
- AT DESTINATION,

i thce Sesl of
== ﬁiwah

and JREFERINT WaCTass "&mgnd/ln&aﬁ&rd-i\iail S ;Jress,zrd

e : i _o , :
A.llthOY'lSPd Baggageooooaoé%oﬂt.solooo'n»ouooo}.[%'-sé-oo 2008000303008 500 p!llb’.noc-ﬂ.!ll}.eﬁn.l. "0

:{Check Ticket No }[ Date of lssue e % oo opflooh

= 'Uifi\ce‘ scal of Booking Clerk at
starting station,

—— Sz‘gnaWO

oking G;erk. :

L &"‘& : ;gw
* Strike out whwhevew mupplxcabhe v g iﬁ
t Surike out if tot applicables : 3

1 All particularsiin this-ticket.portion, which in, detachable, to be filled up by Iammg =
Officer, except those marked to béilled- 1n$y 8t : : e
NoTE »Bnggagt in excess of ‘authorised’ %ga,@mgst be paid for in cash and rxrdmary :

 luggage ticket obtained and ret’funed di ug the )oumey as evidence of paymant,

[PTO.|
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| have no idea who Vic was, which is a pity.
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Unfortunately there are no names on the back of this photo, or any clue as to
where and when it was taken. That looks like dad second from the right in the
back row with his hand on his mate’s shoulder.




SINS/17/8.

Q/‘ S .T Cao ’ Jalahalli

_-r‘“f — - .~ Nr., Bangalore, (Mysore Stéio)_.
£ = ‘ké -[:\ Dated’ 10 AUG 46-

b - B i ;

o [ J

7/ - 14390363 Sgmn. WE.(EBMN, F. A/S Gp. 40.

/ e S / - G

g .!?'l;o a/m V‘B{V.O‘.‘R will entrain at Ban ;

i . ; galore City Station at 2100 hrs
- on la:‘mg 46. and proceed to HoBcTo s D 01 li r U. .

by sea on Class "A" Release. e heaat Gl

for B! :
3. Ag;ces;ary eloth:lng and equipme:j!t will be issued bg‘;"ﬁbp,.uo. 5 8.T.

|

I

4. Fe will be medically examihed before departure.

WS

southern India Moniter, Station,

7l

{
\

- 5. Strict anti-malaria pre_caut:lon;b!ill be observed durdng the hours -
'.S . of darkness. e <G

; 6. He will be struck off strength of the unit w.e.f. 12 AUG 46.

| Muthority :- Armina’a No. 8931/92/40/Q.Mov 6A dated 26 UL 46.

¢ 5

& 1

¢ > ¢ d

w 2/Lt. R. Signals.
Comd. Southern India Monitor Station.

 Copy Te s~ G.H.Q. 2nd Echelon India Command, Jhansi. -
g - Embarkation H.Q., Bombay. ‘
B Ho:BoT.D-, DeOlali. 3
X : B. ‘iRos. Auin- pffice No. 5 S.T. m. (T)o
' Q‘c g"ﬂ‘. 5 S.T. M' (T’o A

Q.ﬂ. No. 6 S.T. Bn. (T)o

Regimental Paymaster, Meerut.

gig?. Whiteman, F, —

e.
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G e - ammema o t hesm < o e reERR

I AMATEUR HANDICAP

Y ymmmeiﬁmwm»WM¢m‘m:§
| :

2 (e

- BILLIARD§ & SNQOKER
| TOURNAMENTS
(1946)
i _
' .AT
- BES BM!AQDS SAI.OOH, |
Bmgade Road Eangaiove I
. i
COMMITTEE | !
Mr. M. A. Khalig, M. A, L.L.Bb.:. g
Mr. H. Godfrey. ‘ l;
Mr. Madappa. l

Me. A. Raoof.
Mr. K. A. Rasheed.

v
QPR TR R ) TSI L) SR D ORI { )RIET { ) TR 0 SDIER { HENRED-( )RR | S PR

| . M. V. P. B. Naidy,
i e . Mr. Chinnapan.

Joint Honorary Secretaries.
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S 2 ' NOTIFICATION OF IMPENDING RELEASE ’ PAGE THREE
PART A E

To: 0.0, Mititary Disembarkation Camp Unit tn U.K.

To be completed by units overseas who arve d%}»amixjng men to UK Tor 1
WHHEMAV

Surname (Block letters
Christian Namefs
Army No. .
Preseit Rank
Doeaments a
PaRT IE

Age and Service Group.
Unit, Regt. or Uorps,

_ Tobe com[yle&ea unit overseas or in UK.

() Trade on oplistment
(¢) Bervice Trade
{d) Apy other qualifics

() Trade courses and trade bestspassed 0 bt

Milibary Condi
Testimonial

tha.t given 8y [C.0. on

Vit
Anny Educs»l,mn Record (including particulars under (@), (0), (¢) and (d) below),
his Section will not be filled in until the receipt of further War Office Tnstructions.—

(o) Type of course (%) Length

(¢) Total hours of instruction (@) Record -of achicvement.
*

i*
(iiiy*
@vy*

* Justructers will-ingert the labter 12" here to indicate that in their case the record refery fio course
signature of Uit Hducation Officer

which they have

Lot Ofiicer in chargg of Kecord
Y%

Permanent Address (If not known, insert t(,m porary address):

' ' o IGB REET;......

Surname (Block Letters) ... W HItTE M AN S TTTL LSS
Obristian Nawofs ... ERANEIS. FREEMAN ..
Army Now,eo. '43 a 636 3
Present Rank

Documents attached AFW 5"“,..,[\!'.‘.{‘1 i

Age and Service Gr

Unit, Regt. or Corps,




| don’t know the date of this letter, but dad had been badly affected by illness while
in India and Burma and had recurrent bouts of malaria up until he died in 1974, on-
ly a couple of months after his sixtieth birthday.

This meant that mum and him never got to celebrate their ruby wedding anniver-
sary, which goes to show the depth of their sacrifice to the war effort.
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1st Sep 1946 Embarked Bombay
20th Sep 1946 Disembarked U.K.

S L X-F, §-1524/

LAST RATION CERTIFICATE/LAST RAESHAN SARTIFIKET.
6.5.T.Bth.3.T.Co P
Corps/Kor

received rations or ration money up to and for the

H.B.T.D. Deolali,

Certified that the undermentioned soldiers have

12 AUG 46. when they proceeded to

—tdrikh tak wili hai,

Niche likhe huon ko raeshan ya raeshan, alauans:

ko rawdna hue

jabkeh woh
Number, Rank and Name.

Number, Rank and Name.
2 Namber, Ohda our Ndm.

Namber, Ohda aur N@m. No.14390363.
Sgn Whiteman. F
s (1 B~0.R. Only.) ——

Statfon ‘ JALAHALLI.
Chhbons ’ Lo
" . 2 % E ] C ° 2580 L
Date } _12AUGUST 46. ., . ?. Signals 1. @uartermastef.
Tariteh 2 ~ n. (Kwirtarmistar.
| Lo (O

It must have been a very frustrating time waiting to get home after being told
you were on your way. | seem to remember dad saying something about
stopping in Palestine and going to see the sea instead of visiting Jerusalem

which was probably on this journey back.



e e Ve ¥ A LA N,

§¢, sepr e T 5 i <~ Revised Bdun, 1929,

-\ Health Gertificate for.Officers, 9thar pd 148, Famities and Civilians
%‘/. & : 3 : Emba?king in Gover:ﬁ"ment ye§§£ ﬂ?éﬁi’eﬂ ?I‘ahspﬂrgéu -

s o " (See -Movémeg:t Instructions, fn‘di; (Praﬁ& %';’193-7' para."ZgO.) o
Y4310 3 Sy Wliloron £ stin TN e Bingalint

BB 5 (Station) T alalhRR

Leertify that on the occasion,of thejf.departurs =
o e i 8 ke G vidials voted on the margin who are

o R | AiE i o iehe SRELEE POl SRR Brdteed NG (port) " " B .

; ' ' s G b Lare free from infectious disease, and are in all

_respecis medically fit for embarkation. As far as
~can be asc atained, none of them has been recently
1o contact ‘ith any case of infectious disease,

(Medica: officers will invariably state whether
or not infet ious disease is prevalent in the station
from whidy the individuals. are proceeding,
They will ¢ls5 rpmark what ‘special precautions,
if any, chot U be taken to safeguard the heaibh
[ of the‘t‘rof on the journey.) : e

SNSRI AP
o
.

1 _ nature of

men,

B

e e

3.

& e » (e Mﬁ{ﬁ?mﬂf /7,
sapTT Signature of C, O.
INSTRUOTIONS,

T.  Whea this certificate apolies to an individual or 0 a patty of less than 10 the names will be entered on the
teverse, and the cerrificate wiil be handed gver to the embarkation ‘medical officar at the port. In the case of
organized drafts a nomisal roll on the reverse is not required as the graft conducting officer will be in possession of

- nonginalrolle, 3.5 x4 R » ‘
Wowrm e In. the case of unife and drafte, the-cectificate-will-be-prepassd by the officer in medical churge and coun-

" Adand forwarded by the O. 0. nmit 6o the Commandant of the-Rast Jamp or to the Embarzation Com-
% [bas the case may be. (ne copy is required for each of rhe following occasions :—
7 1) Tmmoadiately before denartare from the original station, -
/%) Onleaving astation at which rail i3 taker, when part of the-journey has baen performed by route warch,
/ 3) From each halting place 1 rest camp en route at which & halt of more than 72 hou+s has veen made,
~ -, In cages where more thar 3 days have lapsed from date of siguature of this certificate, it must be endorsed
a8 Gvernment Medics! Ofe within 3 days of embarkation. = ;
| No officer’s or soldier's wife within thres montas'of her cinfinement is to be certified medicelly fit for em-
e In the case of an Odicer’s wife a written ssatement co thispoint from the Jady or her husband may be
. "% by the Medical Officer, ; L R : :
.= Fovan offiser’s fam ly vhe certificate of a givil practitioner may be aogepted. ’ 3
-or ep,-\T,ha Medicu Ofizer or ocher person in charge will revort lam3diately by wirs aay outbreak of mfectxogs
Ihd'z’a ‘nic diseiss which may o .car in ths party during the jouraey, in -accordance with Rege., for the Army in
{ * lra, 873 and Movement Instructioas, [adia, 1937, para, 63. ‘ B 2

~n,
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N PAGE TEN

\AF\\ 1801B
THIRD CLAS»% RAILWAY TICKET \"*a-\‘_:
To be demcked only by the Ticket ‘Yollectm" :
NOT TRAN‘*FERABLE
~ Valid for single journey for one person : ARM? '

only within three days of date of issue
by any recognised route.

I‘ROM

(T6 b6 mnserted by Dlspersal:.UIli ) :

©  Musr NOT BE USED FOR JOURNEYS TO Military D1spersal
AND-iN NORTHERN IRELAND OR EIRE - : OR : Q&gt Stamp
"YOR ROAD JOURNEYS (except MacBray'
Read Services in Scotland).

CoNbITIONS

This ticket is issued sub]ect to the General \Iotlces Regulatlons
d:ﬁ( Conditions of the respective Uompanies over whose systems
it is available. Tt must be shown on demand and given up to the

Railway Company or Shipping Company concerned at destination.
~ Any alteratlon to this ticket will render it invalid unless such
aiteratlon 18 signed and stamped at me Dlspersal Unit or by R 18

Back just in time for Joyce’s 10th birthday, having left just before her 7th. Having
missed three years of Pete and Joyce’s childhoods was apparently part of the rea-
son dad wanted more children.




fRescrve (see note beiow) 1@ conﬁrmed w1th effect from | 2‘0 ’, 7’ = % ¥

...................................

2 - . *The date o be inserted here will be that followmg the day on which
= @ Release Leave -terminates, mcludlng any addmonal leave 1o whlch the
f soldier. may be e_nutled by mrtue of service overseas.

% Note ——The approprzate Class of the Army Reserve is as follows :—

% 3 2 & S : . ; - -
L She et g arwdh eVt

.~ service fo- complete

-

St i i =

(u) Army Rescrve CIass Z* (T)*-—m the case of a man of the %\*

- Territorial Army, mclud* ng those called up for serv1ce under ﬁe
Natxonal Service Acts:

= ‘E

Z,-_m.fﬁhe—c&semef-—aﬁwo%heﬁ —soldiers —not

3
3
&
i\

Wdrning —

Any al eratlon of the partxculars glven in this certificate may render the

holder liable to prosecutlon under ”fhe Seamen s and Soldiers’ False Characters
\\Act, 1906. e '

<, 45088, 4735 10602145
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My mother, the heroine on the Home Front.




My father, the one with the medals.
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CHINDIT COLUMNS IN
ACTION

ATTACKS ON CENTRE OF

COMMUNICATIONS
A report issued yesterday from head-

quarters of the South-East Asia Command
in Ceylon states:—

British troops belonging. to Chindit columns
are now harassing the Japancse in the vicinity

of Indaw, a centre of communications znd an
imporiant air base situated  midway between
Mandalay and Myitkyina, in central Burma,
From Indaw the main railway branches duc
cast to Katha, on the Irrawaddy River, and
communications pass through Bhamo
and into China. This network of communica-
tions, . which the Chindits have been cutting
for wecks past, provides the Japancse su?ply
lincs 10 the north in the Mogaung Vall
where General Stilwell is pushing southwards.

¢ Chindits arc out 10 give the American-
Chinese forces every possible aid.

It is just a month since troops commanded
by an old friend of General Wingate began
their wrecking activities in and around Indaw.
In the present swoop they are striking some
of their heaviest blows against towns, villages,
and road and rail communications over a large
arca. Somewhere inside this area are our
strongholds andair steips. It is possible 1o
name only one stronghold, the block near
Henu, where we have won several battles.
Henu lies 20 miles due noith of Indaw, on the
main line. .

Forty miles of railway in the Indaw region
are out of action. In this area the enemy is
clinging in small groups to the comparative
safety of the high ground, and moving only
when his stocks are depleted. In two places
paps of 44ft. and 100ft. have been made in
the ~track. A railway station was also
attacked under support of mortar fire, We
withdrew after causing much damage and
killing 40 Japanese. At one place Scottish
Lowland troops ambushed an encmy convoy.
Four motor-vehicles were destroyed, and 33
Japanese were killed.

Heavy blows from the air have been struck

| at Gokteik viaduct, an important bridge over
|2 gorge, 85 miles north-cast of Mandagy. on
.| the road from Ma

mo, and on Shweli bridge,
68 miles from B! a,;two. o

The Times column from 4th May
1944 showing how the Chindit
operations were being reported
to the British public.

What was not reported was the
casualty rate. As an example a
battalion of the York and Lancas-
ter regiment flew into Aberdeen
with over 900 men of all ranks.
Only 398 remained at the time of
their evacuation, and of these
only 12 did NOT need hospitali-
zation.

29 were killed in action, 107
were wounded, 58 died of sick-
ness and exhaustion, 330 were
evacuated sick.

Most men of Special Force had
lost 2 or 3 stone in weight and
their stomachs were so shrunken
that they could only eat light
meals.
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Many years after the war, the Chindits were still being displayed as heroes.
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THE SECOND CHINDIT EXPEDITION AND THE NORTHERN FRONT IN BURMA,
DECEMBER 1943—AUGUST 1944
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A notice to recovering Chindits warning them to keep quiet about the operation.
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AIRFIELDS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE j&3ass

282. Only the main function of each 1. PETER SO i
airfield is given. The number and . :
approximate formation of airfield =
runways are shown diagramatically.
| Peterborough.
KEY 2 =
% airfields with grass runways. &
4
* paved runways. Xf 6

e 7X

;L< Oundle

@ Corby

X
@ Kettering 1

Rushden =
l 2 . I0.
®

&w cllingborough

 § &

Northampton @ 2

2.

@ Daventry =

14
Towcester @

15}(

138

Northamptonshire was definitely involved in the war effort as this map of airfields
demonstrates. The county received over 42,000 evacuees in 1940, exceeded only
by Somerset. A total of 7,800 bombs were dropped on the county killing 36 peo-
ple. In July 1944 3 V1 Flying Bombs hit the village of Creaton.
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When you go home,
Tell them of us and say,
For your tomorrow,
We gave our today.

The epitaph written by John Maxwell Edmonds as used on the me-
morial in the Allied war cemetery at Kohima, North East India.



