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EfrR iH THE EAST
I joined the T.A. when I ras in

the sixth forn at school - the RoYal

Arti I lery A Field Regirent, equipped

with t8 pounder gtms, later replaced
by ?5 Pounders. ffe had 74 guns

orgenised in 3 batteries, each one

divided in 2 trmPs of 4 gms e&ch.

I trairrcd as a troop surYeyor - I
had to rake sure that the troops
grtrrs Eere tra ined in the r isht
direction, parallel to each other to
Emr ttrc Position on a r&F, antl

heisht above set level and to Eork

out the order to gi ve to the
gumers. Targets rould be gi van bY

ii reless, rad io or te lePhorre frol
obs. posts bY the Troop CosEsnder'

Itre T.A ras cal led uP Z days before
Ettr lras declared - SePterber lst
tv39

First I ras a hore defence along

th6south and east coasts, then re
trained for Ilesert f,arfare ard in
I ate I94I I sai led fron Bi rkenhead

for the Hiddle East. [e sailed in t
fast convQ of I I iners escorted bY

4 very oltl destroYers, and were ret
nid-Atlantic by a large Arerican
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squadrcn Ied by s bst t Iosh iP ri th
cruisers and destroyers. Aser ica
hadn't entered the war at this Point
in t iue. ffhen we reached Hai i fax,
Nova Scotia, Fe transferred to
Arer icas latest and mst dern
troopship carrying 6,(m E€n. Fe

went via Tr inidatl to the South
At I ant ic, and then into CaP* Torn,
and after starting up the east..coast
of Africa trere clirectd to India.
The Japanese raided Pearl farbour'
8nd threatened Halaya and SinEapore.
Ife rere sent fron Irdia to Singapore
nhich Eas only defensible froa the
rea. I t IrES bel ieved that no arEI
could penetrate the f'{ial aysian iungle
or land cn the HalaYan co&sts. UP to
then no battleship had betn sunk at
sea by air attack alone- Ilne

Jupanese sank the Prinee of Eales
and the Repulse by air sttack'
Ianded arpies on the frlalaysian coast
and p€netrated the juEle br insing
the ir tanlis wi th thes. Har arr i ved

in Singapore in tim for the
Japanese air bonbar&nt, xhich was

comletely unopposed, 8s there FErG;
no planes for the Air Force to flY
by the t ire tlre Japanese reached the
causeway across to Singapore Island-

In the short battle for
Singapore, our regirent lost & third
of i ts ren. In the fol lowing Yea.rs,
as',,prisoners of Eer, another third i

di'ed;'ircstly on the railway buildins
fron Thai land to Burua, but al so

soue being sh iPPed to JaPan. The i

dropping of the atopic boxbs on'
Japan nust have saved Eany I , [ffis
mre Al I ied I ives than the Japanese
that Here ki I Id by the bonhs. Apart
f rop the Arer i cans f ight ing the i r
Fay across the Pacif ic to JaPan



island try lslan,ilr ren were dying
b-v the i r hundreds in the cs-Eps . I n
our camp alone, in one cholera
se&son 200 ren did in a rcnth,

To us the end of the war cage
sudden I y, ile toolr over the caaps .

Smn fie Eere trucked to Bankok,
florn to Burna and not IonE after
startd the long see yoyage fron
Ran$rcn to Southhaspton yia Colosh
snd the Suez Cana I .

By Hr Burtt - fiIIians Grandpa.
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I I ived in Surrey, which was in
direct line for the Geraan boubers
going to London. fie used to go up on
the dorns at Epsoa and r$teh k:ndon
burn in the bl i tz. I ras nine rtren
Far broke ouf, and the day Fer Ees
de'lsred, Hy father tras filling
sindbags to co& I ete I dug-ou t
shel ter in the gerden, flrd e
ne igfrbour . Eas tri th us slre ras
naking EG & ner garter to hold up ny
socEs.

I was eyscuated to sore friends
in Sherbourner wtro orned a poul try
farp. IIhi Ie I ras there I tent to

r the Vi I lage Schml. It had S classes
the hesdEistress Fas called Hiss

Turner and Ey teacher Eas ltiss .r;;.
ft_qrker. . I ras upset because theydid long division a different way
fron Ey otrn scnool. Ee rent on
nsture ralks and one day dren the
blackberries that re,d picked rithpastel. But I ras very
hores ick, and wrote
arful Ietters houe, so went hore
after a uonth. At hone evsryone had
*as uasks *nd tin hats.
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