Sq. Ldr. Thomas John Broom D.F.C.**
22nd January 1914 - 18th May 2010
Tom was born here at 2 Rhondda Villas ( later
demolished ¢.1965 ). He attended the Council
School across the road and was also a
choirboy at St. Peter’s Church. Leaving school
at 14 he worked at Stoke Road Garage until
joining the R.A.F. in May 1932.

He trained as an armourer and in 1936 was
posted to Sudan before moving to Palestine in
1937 with No. 6 Squadron.

Having qualified as a navigator with 105 Sgn.,
he was sent to France on the outbreak of war in
1939.

During 1940 he completed several daring
missions over Germany before becoming an
instructor then rejoining his squadron in
January 1942. Later, flying very low, over the
Belgian coast, his Mosquito hit an electric
pylon. Fortunately the crew avoided capture
and with the help of the Comet escapeline
reached Gibraltar via France and Spain.

In May 1944, Tom linked up with lvor Broom
thus creating the legendary Flying Brooms.

( 571Sqn. Pathfinders ). They were awarded
the D.F.C. twice for bravery for the low level
bombing of the Dortmund-Ems Canal and later
the Kaiserslautern railway tunnel. In total the



pair flew 58 missions including 22 to Berlin.

Tom finally flew with 128 and 163 Sqgns. and
throughout the war completed 83 missions.
His 3rd D.F.C. was awarded for sterling
gualities of courage, leadership and devotion
to duty.

He met his future wife Annemarie ( died in
1963) whilst they both worked for the Control
Commission in Germany and they returned to
Portishead in 1949.

He was an active member of the Royal British
Legion and valued their camaraderie.

Tom was a genuine Posset lad, easily
recognised in later years by his pipe,
handlebar moustache and cheery smile.
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.CER/ %417 /B

lying, please quote above No.)

Army Form B. 104—82p.

,qu.@i..ﬂnns ured Corps. . Record Office,

Barne +t,

11th lay e 1943

It is my painful duty to inform you that a report has been received
| the War Office notifying the de ath of :—

I, — (Rank) .. Lance Gorporal. ...~
ne) ... BROOIL, Robert Ty,
iment).......2nd. Lothians & Border Yeomanry,.. . . .

th ocenrred.  in. the North. African Theatre of . Ware.... ..

18 i e ADTAL. 1983 e R

report is to the effect that he. . was Killed in Action.

I am to express the sympathy and regret of the Army Council at
oldier’s death in his Country’s service.

I am,
SER——— ' |
Broom,
1ondda Villas, Your obedient Servant,
¢+ Road,
.shead,

Dl . MBW
Colonel.

Officer in Charge of Records. Aq
30252/— 500m 9/39 M&C Ltd. 706 Forms/B.104— 825/ [PT.0.
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If any articles of private jproperty left by the deceased

|
are found, they will be forwar‘-’le(—l to this Office, but some
time will probably elapse beflpre their receipt, and when
received they cannot be disposeq of until authority'is received

from the War Office. Some dellity is therefore inevitahle.

Any application regarding the disposal of any such
personal effects, or of any ameunt that may eventually be
found to be due to té1e late soldier’s estate, should be addressed
to ** The Under Secretary of State, War Office (B8 Effects).

London, SW. 1.
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Nob\‘o}\a.\'@ﬁem)

Effects Form 100T

NOTIFICATION OF DEATH.

CERTIFIED that according to a telegraphic communication received in

this Department that. . ﬂo‘\qns‘\’\‘ .....................................................

\J\CMNQ.!. (m«o.\ R&\)UIY “Mj ?N%vu\,
Q°3°~\?\“M°M®Q°‘§S |
diehan O N O ettt e
on the, (ud -y \&5“&‘\ day of RQ{-\ S |

.........................................................

.....................................................

Wale Swdwj Lo Noila, Alvien. - :

ceeesssteccffesesannnnrnstncnsnsscisssnnsanssntsssanninsnns

The War Office.

{ozea) We. /2351 5M 10/42 L.B.& Co.Led. 385 ).5933
Rept./639) Wt. 12249 /3301 5M 5/43
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Raum

1
fir amtliche Eintragungen Zur Beachtung!

—

. Der Inhaber hat diesen Ausweis jederzeit

bei sich zu tragen und auf Verlangen
; alliierter oder deutscher Dienststellen und
ihrer Beauftragten sowie sonstiger dazu
) berechtigter Personen vorzuzeigen.

Der Inhaber ist fiir diesen Ausweis ver-
antwortlich und darf ihn niemand ande-
rem dberlassen.  Verlust, Vernichtung,
Beschidigung oder Unkenntlichwerden des
Ausweises ist umgehend der zustindigen
Meldebehérde anzuzeigen.

2

. 0.0.0.0,0.0.8.0,

PERSONAL
AUSWEIS

&
<
o
<
)

3. Wer einen verlorenen Ausweis findet
oder einen Ausweis besitzt, der nicht jhm
selbst oder einer seiner Obhut unter- i
stehenden Person gehért, hat ihn bei einer

LAUFENDE NUMMER

AU 959515 =

SESS 00008000000

e A e e

2S00 000

Meldebehsrde oder einer Polizeibehdrde 4l §1E KENNBUCHSTABEN DE
abzuliefern. ==

RN TP PP

ist strafbar.

-

! 4. Jeder Verstoss gegen diese Vorschriften
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(Sfandesam* Bad Salsuilen = = = % = - Nr..71/1948
Der..-_ney.l..l.l;x...:.;.s.s,;"...s.tz_am___sgmmzmd;:.n_t Thomoes..dohn .‘Axoom"

" church_of nglands= wohnhatt in.Bad. tolazu.lon.s.s

geborenam.....'f.-"..:‘.-)..e....ﬂi‘—nua1‘ 1914 = .= = =.= = = =.=.m.T

Portisheg@ = == = == = = = = = = = T.7.7.% ‘

I DOY LB = o e

(Standesamt Long= ‘shton-Saint UGorgeNL'j‘E}_t_t]_g,ij‘,?ll&

geborenam...1 3= O tober 1916

in niiss -1dorf - erce sl Be U - e ey ww o e

(Standesamt Diigsseldorf = Mitie = = = ~Nr.1408/19)6
haben am 20 Julil 1"48 e TR A e Wi s B - v -
vor dem Standesamt . Bagd Scleaflen = = = == -

die Ehe geschlossen.
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