HOC OLIM MEMIVWISSE JUVABIT!

Be it known unto all whom it may concern or interest that I

w, Sybil Loxie Lewis, Medical Practitioner, having been accepted by

the Committee of the Scottish Women's Hospitais for Forelign S@rvice
(generaily referred to as the S.W.H.), ard provided by them‘w1th 7
uniform and instructions to proceed to Kraglevatz, Serbia, ileft myns
native shores with a party of 2i, 1 other Doctor, and 19 Sisters, on
board the Hosvpital ship "Glovcester Castie" on June 25th, 191%. Ve
were bidden God-speed by Dr. Russerr for the Committee, and by
Agnes, and one of our own (British) aeroplanes fiew over Southanpton
Docks before we started (of course, to protect such an important

party). We were aiso cheered by Tommies and blueijackets, but prob-
akly most of that was for the Army Nurses whom we vwere achﬂpanjlng
to Maita. Witn blazing sun and a pleasant bhreezc we left South-

ampton Water, and after & carefui survey of our own quarfers etc.,
enjoyed a jiB&Sdﬁt evening on deck, and felit proud to te abie to do
S0, I siept veii, but decided in the morning that as there was a .

spanking breeze, discretion was very much the better rart, and spen
that day in my hark on light diet. I.et no one pity me - "those
stuffy cabins." My bunk was ir the Isolation Ward on the lower stern
deck - had six wide open windows and two eiectric fans. The regl
difficulty was to keep one's hair on, and to shjeid ourselves ff?m
the interested observation of the R.A.M.C. ordzriies, whose drawing-
room was the deck outside. The stewardess ki ngdiy hung towels OVer d
the windows, but they were a little ineclined fto blow loose al awkwar
moments.

WVhen we entered "The Bay" the breeze vubsﬂd°d and we had vig—
rious days as we sped southward. Porpoises uzpuutlﬂﬂ whaies, =
moonrise all combined to pive inierest and var jety. On donday we
sighted the Spanish coast, and at 2 on Tuesday ‘June Z”t”’ DARSES
Gibraitar. Cameras were much in evidence, but L ﬂzd not see
any of the photos after development .

Next day we were warned for fire drill, but had a guite unex-
pected exczuemenf when the siren having sovnded & ftearful blast,
the cry "Man overboard" went up. The next few mirutes were fu&l of
thrill - lifebuoys thrown out, and fiares, everyone searching the
sea, which was forturately caim, for a sight of the swimmer: the
boat turned on its course, and at last! the man iocated, a boat
lowered and he saved. He had stripped in the water, having gone
overboard in a fit of frenzy 1ﬂduced probably by the hEdt of weather
and stokehoid combined. Being a Valtese he could swim like a Ffish
and tocok no harm. After that f]re drill was a very tame diversion,
but we did actuvally get our lifebeits on and muster on the deck.



Next day squalils arose and'l was very uncomfortable, though I

stuck it out tili 7 p.m. Then I collapsed and went to bed in my
clothes with a hot bottiie. I stayed there next day, but woke about

5 a.m. on Baturday, July 3rd, to see the white buildings of Malta
and a comparatively calm sea. We could not get intoe harbour, or
get orders as to where the ship was te¢ go next, for some hours.
Finalily, about 4 p.m. we were disembarkedtoid the ship was to go

on to Lemnos, and we were unexyvected. However, arrangements were
made to house us at the Camerata Hespital for a few days, and we
were to have berths booked in the steamer of the lessageries Marit-
imes from Varseilles to Baionika. It would be Friday or Saturday.
This T discovered and had arranged after various visits to various
officials at the Castile, to the office of the M.M. The Castiie
'ploned ®he Wavy"and asaured me it would be all right. So I and
my party settled down to enjoy a few days in Malta, see its sights
and buy ite merchandise in the 1less hot hours, and endure the heat,
noise and smells, avoid diarrhoea, and generaliy pass the time as
Pplease us best tiil we could go on our way. I instituted the
customeof having the Turses come to say good night at 9 p.m., after
whieh they were not to leave the house, as they were in rooms up-
stairs and I had no other way of being sure I had the whole flock
safe.

This was all very well for a few days, and we even had a picnic
one day to 8t. Paul's Bay and Rock. It was intensely hot, and we
toock a boat, or boats rather, and crossed the Bay tc the Roeck - a
very bare and lava-iike cape. lizards of a.l coliours suhned them-
selves, or streaked zway at our approach. I took two or three
photos of tﬁr grew? statue of &t Pau; W}ich hb been erected to

the &X;Obureb 1e& were LnsquP ufdi. Our refurﬂ was marrsed by a
siignt accident - one of the men helping us into the boat, with one
foot in the boat and one on the rock, slipped and fell backwards,
ciutching and krocking down Miss Bryan, who was in the act of getting

into the boat. She was poised above the water, one fcot and ankle
firwiy held by a boatman, her shoulders grabbed by her friends on
the rock. She was qQuickly rescued from her uncomfortable position,

and though SOmEWhaL strained was none the worse of the experience,
once the stiffness pasced off.

A few days later we were told to¢ hold ourselives in readiress
to proceed on "short notice,” but after spending two days indoors,
ready vacked, T heard accidentally that the boat had airecady sailed,
and promptly went to ask "The Army" what it meant. "The Army" was
very kind, but had thought us away,; however, the 'phene elicited
from "The Wavy" the fact that the herths not having besn reserved
from Warseilies (by an oversight) there had not been sufficient
number free for our party. We should go on the next. But the same
thing haprened again, and we sweltered on in Malta, having removed
to two hotels - the D'Angleterre, which was comfortablie, as far as
I could gather from those whom T sent there; and the Imperial, which
was dirty and untidy and urncomfortablie.
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Finally, on July 23rd we got away, on board the "Lotus® - a
most comfortabie and smooth -going vessed. We were alii guite giad
to see the last of Maita and get on our way, though many people had
tried to discourage us by saying there was no work now to do in
Servia at ail.

On board the s.s. "Lotus" we found other Britishers bound like
ourselves for Serbia - a party of nine who had travel.ed overiand
to Marseiliies - two of them a Bactericlogist and her orderly (Dr.
Porter and ¥iss Weish) actua.iy members of tne B8.W.H. going to join
the Valyevo unit, the others women and men belonging to the Red
Cross, or British f:rmers. There was also a French Doctor whom we
met again ilater, and oiher passengers, French, Greek, and one Serbian
young lady. One evening we had a concert in the saloon, with songs
of ail nationalities - and national antrems galore - most inspiring,
of course The Marseillaise - the Prench do sing it with fervour.

Eariy on Monday we arrived at Piraeus, and most of us after an
early breskfast went on sl ore to see Athens. The heat was scorching,
but we felt the expedition well worth the discomfort. The fame of
the tuildings is tce great for it to be necessary for me to give any
description. But the sight of them was a revelation to me. The
nesrness of Mars Hili to the Acropoliis -~ the wonderful views over
Athens, the baked colovr of the oid steone, the variety and beauty of
the carvings, made up & vision which the scorching sun only served

to impress more deeply on my memery. One felt more than anything
else the continuity of the generations, one generation living, leaving
its mark and passing on to make room for another, which also leaves
its distinctive contribution, and itself passes, yet, being dead,
speaketh to all the succeeding. From the great buildings we came
down and passed through several very narrow noisy but picturesque
little streets, where the modern Greek and Turk display a profusion

of brightly-coiouvred wares, and curious shoes are to be seen in
abundance.



Scottish Women's Hospital,
Ak, SerbiarUnit.

AFTER VALYEVO.

After a fortnight's packing and moving from the tents into huts,
and indecision as to whether we should go or stay (on the part of the
authorities) we got orders on Oct. 17th, Sunday morning (everything
here happens on Sunday. to go next day - so we finished vacking at
top speed, and what a scene it was, and transferred our patients to
other hospitals (a heart-breaking piece of work) and on Monday, Oect.
18th left Valyevo at 5 p.m. or thereabouts. We had our equipment
taken to the station on buiiock carts, such a train of them, and then
of course into trucks which were attached to our train.

The station was crowded and through carriages were set aside for
us, it was a crush. But feeding, etc., had been welil provided for
by Miss Jack and Viss Fraser and we had a good meal. We had %o change
at Mlaganvaiz, but though it was dark and an awful station we found
the train and got ourseives and our luggage into it (only leaving
5 pieces of our luggage and 2 of our 7 orderiies - prisoners).

These carriages were much better, broader seats and with the
upper berths, so that we all got a chance to sleep, of which I for
one took full advandage. We reached Jagodina, our supposed destina-
tion, about 11, and were met by the ladies of the town as well as
the officer in charge, an almost unique occurrence. They were most
cordial, bore us off to lunch at a cafe vlace (where the air was
pestiferﬁus}, and when a long-awaited but.ivery good mea. had been
served, the Chief, Miss Jack, and I with Dr. Hope went with the
"Director"” to look fér a buildijg suitarle for us to use as hospital.
The ladies mentioned were finding sleeping accommodation for us all
(40} for the night. We got negotiations about a building opened,
when a telegram arrived. We were not to stay at Jagodina but go to
a place up a side 1line called Pojega - so we went back to the cafe,
had another meal, and went to bed, the ladies having successfuily
managed their difficult job. The Chief and I were together, a very
comfortable room, but oh what a night of rain it was. Our train was
due to start at £.30 a.m., so we were asked to meet at the cafe then
for a meal as the train was sure to be late. It was. We hung about
all day and finally left at 6 p.m. At midnight we arrived at Stalatz,
our change, to find that by some eversight no word of our coming had
reached the Stigtionmaster. The station and all trains were packed
with refugees, and he was very rude till finally Dr. Hutchinson
threatened to revort to Colonel Greentich and suggested that we would
willingly travel with our personal luggage in two cattle trucks if
they were cleaned. He could not produce two, but one got a very cur-
sory sweep, and then (about 3 a.m.) we and our baggage got into it
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and away. (The Orderiies and luggage from Miad. had come on the
train we toock at Jagodina.) We were to get a second truck at the
next station, Xrushevatz, and did, after some delay; then we were
less crowded and got some sieep, though often in queer positions.

I was in the early stages of a bad cold (due to the Cafe air,
I suppose),but got a good sleep on the Chief's sack, and was better
£or 1it. '

The journey was lovely, through mountains gorgeous in all the
glory of autumn colourings - just picture after picture, each more
gilowing than the last.

Pojempa itself a stupid iitile place; and tie hospital men two
in a bed and many on straw on the floor - the atmosphere, the un-
dressed wounds, the latrines - word of mouth is necessary.

We were there just a week, the first few nights occupying two
wards, then a house was procured and whitewashed and scrubbed, the
Miss Frasers, Miss Tebbuit and Kerr and Dgyke, all helped, I believe.
We called it "The Common Lodging House." Tt was nuite urfurnished
and our beds were brought over from hospital - planks on trestles,
straw mattresses and hospitai blankets. They ient also enamel
dishes, and we used the stoves as washing stands - it was distinctiy
primitive,

After a week at Pojega, in which much cleaning was done (by the
members of the Unit) to the school in which our hospital was to be
worked, whilie we Doctors and some of the Sisters werp emplioyed in
the Military Hospital already in existence, were warned to be ready
for a sudden move, and at 5 a.m. one morning {(Oct. 28th) were
wakened by a vielent knocking - our Interpreter - we vere to go away
by a train lieaving between 8 and 9 a.m., and go to Krushevatz.
Scrambled packing and breakfast, buliocg carts for baggage, and we
all arrived at the station by 9. The train left about 11, and in
the intervai we had quite a sewing-bee at the station, sitting en
the well., The Chief finished her bonnet, I shortened my big coat,,
and Miss Jack had a piece of work aiso. A photo was taken which
shouid be interesting if it developed weii. When the train did come,
there was our carriage reserved, so we went off in state. Long, leng
waits at every station - we dawdled down the line towards Krushevatz -
but at Chachac received orders through the Director of Petipuk {(whose
hospital we were attached to at Valjevo) to go instead to Vrntze,
this side of K. At Kraljevo we saw menmbers of other British Units,
our own from Mladanovatz and others, and finaily &out 8 p.m., in
black darkness, arrived at Vrntze to find ourseives three mites from
the town and quite unexpected. Mud several inches deep on any bit
of road we could see and no conveyancesavailable. After much talk
the Stationmaster handed over to us a large room with a stove in it
and some henches. It was ciean, and here we made ourselves as com-
fortable as might be for 'he night. We made tea (we always carried
food with us on these journeys) and had supper, and then - some on
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the floor, some on benches - we siept the sleep of the restliess till
morning. Washing at a pump or, if lucky, in one of our basins, and
breakfasting. About 9 o'clock we got a little cart with a boy driver
and a horse that could walk, and the Chief, Miss Jack, anether member
and I went off in i%, through seas of mud, towards the town to make
arrangements. Half way there we were met by a moter containing the
Commandant on his way te us. He went on and brought the Nurses up

in two or three batches in the motor while we went oen. We hung

about for the next few hours tiil accommodation was found for us at
the Vilia Baikan, a sort of boarding houce in which the reoms atl
opened on to the balconies. There were rooms enough for us all to
get into, though in some four had itc go, but no general sitting room.

For the next month we meaied in our bedrooms, the food being
brought up from the kitchen in big bowls and carried round. The
xitehen was in charge of our cook, Miss Fraser, but had to be shared
with another small unit downstairs. The greatest comfort alli that
month was the beautiful cooking, and as there were practically no
utensils and the cooking had to be done in improvised fashion we
were the more grateful to her. There were beds but no mattresses
{except wire) in *he rooms, so we made up with our own blankets and
pillows. The Crief and I had a room together, but weni for meals
to Miss Jack and Dr., Porter.

Vrntze is the Harrogate of Servia, a pretty place, but rather
buried among hills, very welil wocded. Ore side of the street is a
sort of park, down which a little river runs straight, from end te
end spanned by bridges at intervals. TFor the first few days we had
no work, and our desire to get the luggage from the station {we had
five iruck lecads of equipment there) was frustrated by the diffihcuity
of getting either bulioeck carts or motor. There were wounded men
drifting about the tewn, however, and one evening we were asked to
take the Kursal, a large building in the Park, one side open, and
do the best we could with hay and straw &o make some of them com-
fortable. Se¢ we made a dressing station of it and for some hours
were hard at work. A Primus to boii the Instruments, Park seats to
hold the dressi ngs and bressed, and patients. One done, another
came on, as fast as we could. Poor chaps, they were gratefut. of
course, the usual crowd coilected to watch, and altogether it must
have been a sight. They lighted camp fires in the two ands of the
barn-iice place, and that and lamp light, with the Sisters in thelr
white caps and aprons and the Doctors! coats must have been plictur-
esque. Next morning we did the dressings again. Different men in
many cases turned up, but what did that matter?

After about two days of thalt we were given a hespital, small
wards, four beds in each, officers at first, gquite decent fellews
to dress, but with hangers-on, Who professed to be servant girls er
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Servian Red Cross. It was confusion worse confounded, and in two
days officers and women were all turned out, and we were suppiied
with a bateh of "voyniks" and able to rule our own roost to a much
larger extent. They were mostly slight wounds comparatively, and
with a day or twe's care and Ensol to clean them up were very satis-
factory. We did several operations for removal of bullets, etc.

When we had had possession for about a week the Austrians ar-
rived. But before that, dire calamity befel the luggage. Vain en-
deavours had been made to induce the Commandant to get it removed
from the station, but with little success. A few pieces had been
brought up and stored in a pavilion, but oniy a littie. Finally,
part of our motor lorry was lent, and iiss Gordon went down to the
station to find looting in full swing. Our things and boxes belong-
ing to others open and smashed and utter confusion. Some things were
rescued, and for the next two days some of the units spent the whole
time at the station protecting what was ieft, while bullock carts
wiich the Chief hired in desperation, and the lorry heiping, brought
up all that was left, and some idea of the condition of things may
be realised by the fact that much of the X ray apparatus was simply
smashed to atoms; that single boots were left iying zbout in several
cases, and that Mrs. Dr. Hope having seen her own box and taken a
few things out of it lest it had to be left until next day, sat down
on some of the unit things, and ten minutes later turned round to
find her bhox had been removed bodiiy. One of the ab. incubators
disappeared in the same sort of way, and many, many other things.
Fortunateiy, our personal iuggage had been brought up before, but
any versonal things packed in the equipment had a bad time. I had
oniy a sheil and it turned up later, but others were iess foritunate.

On the Sunday afternoon when the last things, beds, were being
phdled into the carts, a party of Austrian soldiers with fixed bayon-
ets passed. Our Orderiy went over to speak to them and remained so0
long that Dr. H. suggested that instead of staying talking to them
he should ask them tc come and help load. This anused and sent them
of f and also caused great excitement among the other units when the
story was repeated at Verachka T ‘ : % ot

Four days later, on Nov. 18th, the Austrians entered the town,
but it made little difference to us just at first. They were really
guite comic in some ways - put a sentry with bayonet at the front
door of our hospital; no civilian might enter, no patient go out,
but left the back quite unguarded, and the sentry was only there one
day. But things 4id not improve. Bread was very difficult to get
for some days. I suppose the Army passing through made the diffi-
culty, but the Red Cross who always suppiied us were not able to,
and it was most difficult to buy. We were never without, however,
thanks to the pertinacity afid hard work of our Administrator, Uiss
Jack. She went several times a day to different shops and always
managed to get enough to go on with, both of that and meat. Shops
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otherwise were all shéit for days, and market produce was very scarce.
Caimac, the butter of the country, simply not to be had, and cheese
oniy rarely, if you were lucky enough to meet = woman selling ift.
What we owe to Miss Jack it would be difficult to put into words.

Out at 7 a.m. every day tv market, always on the licok oul for variety
- caring nothing for her own comfort, and always aided and backed

by the Chief.

On the 16th we got the order to discharge ail the patients who
could walk (we warned three days earliier of the probabiiity), and
after carefully maxing out lists of those we thought suitabie, had
the annoyance of seeing the whole hospital roughly sorted into go
and stay by the Commandant and Austrian officers. That night it
snowed, a perfect blizzard, and next day ali the poor feilows were
turned out for a i0O-kilometre or thereabouts walk, in that weather,
regardiess of how ithey were provided with ziothing. We managed boois
for some who were shoeiess, but ail our store of such things had been
iocted at the station, and no shops were open. It was pitiful. There
we were to hand the hospital over to another unit. Then that was
contradicted and we might keep it longer. Wew patients were sent in,
but finally, on Sunday, Nov. 2lst, we were dismissed from the hos-
pital and joined the "unemployed."

Trom the entrance of the Austrians into Vrntze I had been sleel-
ing in the Hospitali. Yo one was allowed out after 7 p.m. or before
6 a.m., but every night 1 walked down about 8.30 p.m. and was never
once challenged, though I was right under the sentry's nose. It
used rather Lo amuse me,

One of our great employments was the gathering of firewood,
and we got quite expert at it, never going out without getting some
and lesarning which pieces were best worth gathering, and how much
casier it was to trail heavy pieces than to carry them ovtright.
Some alsoc became very expert at chopping, but "no no" as Jlauvchian
would say. I tried it, but as it took an hour for me to do what
the man could do in five minutes, I used to ask him (he was orderly
or something to the wounded Allies) to do it for me, and he was
very good natured. .

After a week of waiting, going for walks {the cold was intense)
and so on, we had a gquiet Sunday. But on lionday got ordersic pack
and start at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 30th for Krushevatz. As we
had several times been toid we were to work at Terstenick and ali
pur ecuipment had been supposed to be for that, we were mot sur-
prised to be told of another destination. It was on & par with
everytihing else. I haven't menticoned, however, the really exciting
incident. BSome soldier went to the Paviiion and took away some of
the beds, saying they were needed for officers. A few days afier
‘another brought a cart for more, but the Chief was there and said
ne must bring a vroper requisition.order. He was very rude and

( 8)



7

finaily whipped up his horses and went off (with three, I think)
while she went t¢ the Prince, who was Commandant of the town and a
very decant fellow, He was very angry, and said that was not re-
duisitioning but steaiing, and tried to have the cart overtaken -

in vain, A day or two later an officer, blustering, came to the
Pavilion enquiring into what we had there, etec., and when he asked
how many beds the Chief answered "I don't know, how many have been
stolien,® "3toien - stolen, By whom?" "By Austrian officers.®
Hoote, but the fat@wmssin the fire then! Buliy Beef was 1livid with
fury. How dared she say Austrian officiers stole, etec., etc.,, and
etc. Another officer came up and tried to scoctherhim, and to him
Chief expiained that the Prince knew the circumstances and had said
it was stealing. They were all going to the Prince when they met
further officers who sat on Bully Beef and shut him up, but couldn't
preven® him from requisitioning some of our itea and sugaxr for his
palients, he said, though we knew he kept them for himseif. 3But

the next time they wanted anything they sent a polite note of request!
and when we left we got a receipt for all that was left behind.

A day or two later the same officer came to the Paviliion asking
for blankets, and was told by the Chief that we had none there, she
beiieving she spoke the truth. He went on to arother Hospital and
demanded 50 from them, threatening to shcoot an orderly af they were
not fortheoming. Later in the day when Dr. Hutehison referred to
the request in Matron's presence, she was told, to her consternation,
that one of the sacks did dcontain several patients' blankets. The
misunderstanding had arisen through an assurance that our (staff)
blarnkets were not there. What to do was the guestion. A select
little council of war was held, and resuited in eight of us making
several visits to the Paviiion eariy next morning and returning to
the "Villa Balkan" much stouter than when we left it. Cn one of
her return jovrneys the Chief encountered and interviewed the iden-
tical officer, fortunately without detection. We retrieved them
all, and after disinfecting took them intoc use at once, and returned
the borrowed ones we had been using. But it was a near thing, and
a curious situation in which we had to steal oir own belongings.

So on Tuesday morning we started - about 9.30. As the buliock
carts for the luggage were not ready, we had to walk 12 kiiometrss
to Terstenick, as bridges had been blown up and were not repaired,
It was a bitterly cold day, 2 level road, very rough, and we were
both hungry and thirsty when we reached T. station - moreover my
foot had blistered. ¥o drink was fortheoming, and we were told we
could buy none except through the Orst Commando. Sc¢ some of the
nurses setlled into the Waiting Hall and made themselves tea, while

the rest of us went to try and get coffee. The COrst Commando knew

nothing of "café", but Dr. disccvered that Madame Christich (an

Irishwoman married to a Serb) whom we knew at Valyeve, was in the

town, and we were told "the third house". At the third house a

nice gate, locked, but the ladies of the house seeing us came out -

No, not lirs. Christich, but wo?id we not come in, and the eight of
9



us were forthwith made welcome, and suppiied with coffee, piates

and forks, and ailowed to eat the meat and bread with most deiicious
wine of their own make. Then Niss Christich came in, and after a
time her mother caume ro ask vs to come and see her uO"'ltal We
went, and saw, Serbs crowded together but happy, and being decently
cared Tor, and in a littie room one patient, a girl of 15, pneumonia
resulting from a shot in the back from a soldier who wanted to enter
thie cottage late at night. Poor 1ittle soul, one wanted so much to
be able to make her more comfortable. They sald a Fromise of punish-
ment for the man had been given, but we did net place any reliancee
on their promises. &

After that we returned to the station and found the iuggage had
heen put in, and some of the party had ensconced themseives with it.
I sat down with them as I had blistered my heel, and we hud some tea.
Pinaily about 4.30 I joined the other I‘fc:c’f-a’"c and those who were
traveliling in the provided carrlage 3rd class, and we got off punc-
tualiy at 4.50. About 7 vwe reached ¥Xru hevaaa and had a scramble
over rails and so on till we ﬁuT clear of the 1 nes, a considerable
distance in pitch dark. No one to meet us, no one knew of our
coming, no preparations made! !

A young officer {Austrian) who had brought a big motor down to
meet some one who did not seem te have come on the train, was kind,
and when the Chief explained the position to him, volunteersd to
take her in the ~motor to see the authorities, So we maited, amid
the wreckage of the rioting which had taken place, fearing th % much
of our own egquipment which had been in trucks tnere must Likewlse
have gone. It was a strange scene: broken boxes, papers, tins, and
nurses, etc., all in a very dim light. Two officers tried to be
kind, and lighted two candles which gave a flickering light for a
little whilie. Fortunately, though chil.y, it was not the intense
cold we had had for ten days, and we sto a or sat about in compara-
tive comfort, though much wanting a meal-and to get settled. The
nurses sang one or two things, and some one cried out "Are we down-
hearted?" and the ringing answer "No" would not have shamed our men,
At last the big headliights of the motor shone out and in a few
minutes it was among us. The young Lieutenant had brought word that
he wvas to take us as many as hs ccﬁl at a time, up to the Chief.

So we yiiﬁa in our hand luggage and {in deference to my foot) I got
in and iss Jack was following, when we heard Dr. Dorter s0me way
in front, "Ail come as quickly as you can, we are all to go," and
the nurses strzaming after her. Thinking some other officer (we
saw one) was leading them to the sams piace, we moved off slowly
for the sake of three who were trying to walk with us, expecting
cvery minute to overtake the other party, and be 3bib to get on,
But no sign could be seen of them, and when after about 15 minutes
we arrived at the Cafe, they had not bsen heard of, Dr. Inglis and
Dr. Hutchison were there and said a meal had been ordered, and 80
we sat down to wait, thinking they must come soon. At iast a meal
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arrived, and the wanderers also. There had been a confusion, and

they hs d gone off to Dr., Inglis' Hospital, and from there ECeﬁ sent
back by her on her return. The meal was stnax with sauce, and a
very velcome one. After it we were taken round to what they ecaliled
a Hotel - and given rooms supposed to be prepared Tor afficers. Ve
were four or six in two-bedded rooms, so that in each some had to
make up beds on the floor, and that night we had no blankets, as

the luggage was not up from the station ti1l & a.m. There were no
mattiresses elther, but stacks of quilted cotton waisteval protectors

were available, uxﬁ we made matlresses and covers cut of them, put
our greatcoats over all and slent ithe sleep of the just as far as
we could.

The early morning was disturbed by the luggage being deposited
in the ilanding, the {ieutenant with a motor lorry having brought
it up. Tortunately we had tea things, etc., for no breakfast was
available till after nine, and then in very unc mfortable fashion.
In fact, the Hotel and its munagemenlt were both abominabie. They
had a2 pleasant little practice of informing us that a meal was ready
and then keepirg us waiting at the tavle for an hour or more, while
German and ivstrlaﬂ officers partook of their meal. Severa. times
there was insufficient food to serve us, and what ‘here wa.s wWas poor.
Complaints led to a little more Loliteneno, and we simply refused
to go to table till our meal was ready. But we were thankful to see
the last of tha’ place at 3.30 a.m. on Dec. 4th.

We left without iuggage - {(the equipment they toock possession
ef, bul Dr. Hutchison demanded and got an official receipt for it)
in motor lorries, thanks to the kindness of our friend Lt. Schiller,
and we were driven to Slalatz, where we arrived at 6 or thereabouts,
having passed over two (sprung) bridges on the way. Then we found
more confusion - a bridge on the railway was broken, and might take
an hour, or a day, eor mere to repair. So no train was going to
Jagodina tili it was repaired. We had started on a siender meal,
and had not been able to get supplilies in Xrushevatz, so feit very
stranded.

The Lieutenant went off %o telephone for orders and we sat
down to wait (we were quite good hands at doing that by this time).
Ve decided to wait for the train. The Red Cross supplied us after

a time with bread, jam and coffee, which we ate in the open. Then
two trucks were given us, and we made ourselves comfortabie in them
and waited, with our lugeage. We were itold many things, but prin-
cipally that the train weould not go till Sunday afternoon, but that
we shouid be fed on the Restaurant Car which was pointed out to us.
It was really atrain kitchen, but we were suppiied at midday with
an exceilent meal there - soup, meat and potatoes with a ihick sauce,
and some bread. Ve sat down in three reiays and provided ocur own
knives and forks.
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During the afternoon a soldier with fixed bayonet was set 1o
guard omr trucks and ourselves - our first tcuch of real "prisorer",
end we were told we must not go for a walk without him! Qur friend
the ileutenant came and telked Tor some time and had guite a passage
at arms with a German soidier who put his head into the truck with
some rude remarks. He gave Dr. H. his address and begged to hear
what happened to us. He said we were on our way to Temesvar, to w
work there, but our papers were oniy made out to Jagodina, and our
guard was in charye of us go far., He went away after a while, and
we whiled away the time tiil dark.

About € bread and cheese and coffee were sent to us from th

Regstaurant Car, and then the German soidiers who were standing about
became guite abusive and most insuiting. We found the only way to

have any peace was to ciose the side of the truck comuie:eij but
as orders had LTbVIO”uLy been given to ciose the further si de it
was incouvenient. Presently, however, the Chief went off=to the
Stationmaster or other avthority, and things were improved by the
side whichk looked oniLy over rulis being open. We had tc take our
guard with us when we needed to retire, both for protection and
safety. We settled down to sleen eariy, ciose together on the
fiocr, holdalis or sacging, spreading & piece of tenting first to
kecp the dirt off, and had a fairly good night, though one member

of the party turned sick and had to waik over us to the door.

About 6 we began to move abouit, some ieft the trueck for fresh
air, ete., and got a wash at ithe pump, but we had to hurry as the
train had to start at 7.20 and actually did go. Most uwforturately
we had no breakfast provided, and no food of our own but a #lew bis
cuits and some tea and coffse. We expected a meal at Jagodina, but
alas, the Chief received only rudeness where we had before becn so
well treated. The German in command fiouted und insulted her, the
train stopped only a very few minutes, and our guvard having only
orders to go so far refused to travel further. Sp we went on witn-
out him, and at Tapavo about midday were so fortunate as to find
Ead Prnus people ﬂ*sthhhutlﬂg goup to the wounded and refugees on
the train. Dr. H. explained the situation to them, and we got an
ample ghare, thick steaming soup and bread. I dautu if any ever
tasted so delicious.

During the journey we tock advantage of the absence of the
Guard tc secure the Flag. We openud the packing case in which it
Wads packed with the sewing machin took it out and th: Chief folded
it and p@t it round her body, nd r biduse and skirt. There for the
next two months she wors it, except during our Christmas dinner,
wnen it was hung on the wall to rejoice our hearis. At times the
red and blue were distintl¥y visible through the thin muslin or
silk of her blouse, and this was ES&ﬁCjuiiy the case at the Poilice
Station at Kecskemet, but our ecaptors were never su?ficinn?ly guick-
witted to reairise that the British Flag was being Tiaunted in their
faces in their own fastnesses, and the Flag came safely home.
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We went on to Semendria, arriving about 4 p.m. Here we were
gxrected, and were hurried out of the train, told our lugsage would
all be brougnt oh; marched coff. to the landing stage (through [fiithy
streets) about a gquarter hour's waik. The Church had been hadiy
damaged by shell, which seemed unnecessary and unsuitabis. Year the
stage were many Serbian prisoners, and we recognised a few as oid
patien's, but when I went to speak to them an officer interfered -
it was "verboten™. TFrom 4.30 to 8.30 we spent beside ths Danube,
hungry, thirsty, chiliy. We sat on some planks, walting for our
luggage that we might cross the ferry, a tdget for all eyes and
many jeering tongues. Talk about Furgatory. Then at iast came an
odder -~ we were'to cross, the iuggage would come in the merning,

On a protest that we had not even night things, we were tolid that
food, heds, everything was prerared and would be suppiied on the
other side -~ T suppose on the prireipie that if you teil a 1iie jyou
should tell a big one, for we arrived on the other side to find -
ne conveyance, no one expecting us, town three miles away by bad =
road. Telerhoning only produced a promise that food shoulid be sent,
and wWe were finally shown & hut in which some Austrian soldiers were
playing and slepping, and told to spend the night there. There

were a few benches, a few tables, a stove, and the soldiers ver;
kindly produc-d about 10 siretchers. We made tez and cocoz and made
shift with what food we could produce among us. (But most even of
the biscuits had been left with the iuggage.) Wevother food came,
ard we settl d down for the night, two on each siretcher {heads and
tails) like sardines, some or benches, some on tables; and I, fear-
ing *+o be ocramped, had a box against the wali, and slept very falrly.
None Of us can beast of sleoping well, but that was a strange night.
TLooking over 'he room might have been z scene from Dickens - soldiers
dozing or playing by the fire, and all 'hese women, for just belfore
the ferry sterted they had fetched Dr. Hope, ostensibly to mind the
luggage, and we did not know if we should egen see him again. Poor
Mrg. Hopre, she was very good, very qulet, just trying to make every-
one gm&etcemfortableg'%ut not able to sleep herseil much.

About 6.30 we began to get uwp. Went and washed in the diriy
water of the Danube, and again had a cup of tea and a biscuit, and
waited, and waited, and waited. About 9.50 Dr. Hope came over in
the ferry, with some of the luggage. The rest TorLiowed on the next.
There did seem to be a great deali eof it,

We were interested in watching the building of the bridge, but
very hungry, when two big officers, one German, the other Austrian,
appeared, asked questions, and told us to leave two with the luggage
{about which they made rude remarks) and go with the first bateh in
a builock cart and our guard, up te Keverara. We started, a bridge
across a swamp, and then a road., Ankle deep in mud, but with a
clean footpath, so that it wasn't so bad after all. We distanced
the luggage, but when we nesred the town the guard asked us to wait
for it, so we sat by the roadside.. The worst of our journey was
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the last - a long straggiing fiat street which we trudged, very hot
and exhausted, not al all in a state to bear with equanimity the
curiosity of the inhabitantis - oniy to find that we had to retrace
our steps for a great deai of the distance, When at last we reached
the Refusg

gees' Night Shelter we found empty dusty rooms - nething to
si% on but the few boxes which came with us, and still no food.
However, the Chief's urgent representations that no food had been
provided since 24 hours and more preduced some bread and a promiss
of soup in an hour, and at one o'clock it arrived - more iLike dish-
water than anything eise, but hot and with bread ~ something, at

any rat and we revived.

Turirg the afiernoen the fiocors were swabhed over with Bysol
or 5ome such thing, and thsn straw was brought in and laid down for
our beds - all down hoth sides of the room, exactily as though it
were a stable. As the Chief said, "Don't mmnch out of my binl"

Ve were then just beginning to get out things, bedding, ete arranged
Yi

*
a little, when a C. A. D. officer arrived in the hall and began
searching the luggage Tor arms and ammunition!! He was a bully and
& noisy bounder, raduced one member to tears, seized cur precious
ghell cases and cartridges, souvenirs picked up in Valyevo, etc.,
and many of them engraved, and alse cld rusty bayonets, and made
himself Renerslly objecticnable, tili at last Dr. Hutchison took

command ©f the proceedings: told him noet to shout so, sat down on
a box near the door smoking a cigarette, and as each box was brought
in (the last load arriving) cailed the owner - asked if shelils and
cartridges were in it - if so, give tnem over; if not, just unlock
the box. There were several who denied having any, and when he in-
sisted on trying toc find them in those boxes - and failed - her
taunt "lHat sie die Wahrheit gesprochen” was swift and very much to
thie point., Here were many boxes, and he was thoroughly tired of

the job before it was over. OFf course, they had no right to touch
these things - they were personal property - but what did that
matter when the Austrians were hard up feor copper?

Next came the Oberst Lieutenant himseif, quite kindliy, since
no German accompanied him, and asked to see all photograrhs we had.
Mot quite understa ding ihe request there was socme slight hesita-
tion, and the poor man became quite agitated. "Much better show
them freeiy, Frauiein, frankness is the safest plan, stc." Ve had
no vhotos of any but private interest, little snapshets of persons
or places ¢r incidents which had seemed tc one or asnother verthy of
record, but some of us had these in large numbers, and we plied him
with handfui after handfuli till he would fain have cried enough.
But he had suggested tha! we were unwilling, and we pressed more
and more upen his notice till at last he turned tail and fled, and
vwe felt wictoricus,

-

About & another meal, bread and soup with tinred meat in it,
an improvement and very much appreciated, also strong coffee, made
of reasted grain and coffee, I think, anyhow, very good and
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stimulating. Then to bed, and straw never was so0 comfortahle
sureiy. All slept soundiy, I think, so thankful were we to be abhle
to lie full length and move if we wanted to. Our blankets were a
great comfort; what we should have done without them I don't know.

Three soldiers were always put in charge of us and were in the
Hall, and we were not allowed out for several days at aii, and even
then only with a soldier at our heels. The first excuse was that
we vere "in guarantine,” having come from an infectedchoelera district.
Never was a greater lie. Cholera is in Kerevara, but we neither
saw ner heard of it in Servia;, and the crown of their inconsistency
lay in obliging us to get our own water from the public weliil!! while
refusing to aliow us a straight walk out and back. When after five
days of durance vile, witi only such incidents as the need of teach-
ing the guards not to enter the room without knocking, to speak to
us as "Damen" not "Frauven", giving what bread we could spare to
hungry Russian prisoners, games in the hackyard, and our evening
entertainments, of which more anon, we were allowed out, with a
guard at our heels. The Next anxiety was to reduce our luggage:a
after the remarks the Germnan officer had made, we realised we should
not be abie to take it all away again. - as if it were a wedding
Journey or a pleasure trip, not oeout for work, etc., etc.

So the fiat went forth - one piece each only besides what we
could carry. My miicroscope was made an exception. I chose to keep
my big box and holdalli (into which I c¢ould put the tea-baskel) and
handed Lil's dear 1i'tle box (which had been one of my greatest
comforts all the time) over to Dr. Hope, who promised to return it
if it ever reached Edinburgh. Then the discarding rrecess began -
boots, shoes, all sorts of things that one could do without were
cast out, either handed over to ébdhers or put aside for sale later.
My riding coat went, my old raincoat, little blue frock, boots and
shoes till T was left with my long boots, bedroom slippers and one
pair of shees. The exchange of things from one person to another
was really guite amusing and the rage to "discard" seized us all.
Then "selling" tegan, for we had only SBerbian money and would
barely exchange it at tremendous loss, and we were guite determined
not to exchange Engiish gold if it could by any sacrifice be avoided.
So we sold sheets (eld and new), aprons, anything we could, biankets,
piilew-cases, overalls, hoots, through the windows, er in the hadil.
The first batch was taken surreptitiously te a shopi and the wemeh
bought them and paid in Austrian money. We made a fair amount,
though of course selli g everything at a great less, and it becanme
guite a joke. The guards were very keen, so much so that they were
apt to drive other prospective buyers away. From time to time we
renewed our sale that we might have the wherewithal to buy smail
luxuries such as jam, doughnuts for tea, etec. We found a speciald
brand of the latter which were particuiariy good, and had them
supplied to us daily for a while. They made =z variety.
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Food needs its own description. It was soup, soup, soup -

with sometimes preserved meat in it, and black bread, and very good
strong coffee for the first few days. By protest we elicited the
falsehood that no other bread was to be had by anyone. However, we
did get different and much nicer brown bread, and the soup became
stew, with potatoes and vegetablies. But there is monctony in bread
and coffeee for breakfast, foilowed by meat and potatoes and bread
for dinner; coffeee and bread, with possibly potatoes cor beans (of
urcewn providing generai.y) for supper. We have come to the con-
ciusion that neither soup nor stews wiil be welicome when we get home.

To get wood for the stoves alsc was like getting blcod from

a stone. At first they gave a 1ittle, but woulid not iet us’ out
together, and it takes a 1ot of wood to keer a decent fire going,
The heating of walter was a great difficulty, but smiies and a few

he€lers . induced the oid iady who occupies a room in the hackyard
to allow us to heat water on her fire, when she has one; in return
we share our sticks with her. ©8he is a quaint person, with daughters
and grandchildren, anrd a shrill Hungarian voice which penetrates
through all. Her daugiters carnot be called respectful, and to see
the three taking a meal together, ail shouting and gesticulating
at once and throwing the remains to any stray goose or pig which
walks in, is sight and sound for a piay. They talk Serbian and
Hurgarian mixed, I think, sometimes one and sometimes another, but
such ugly voices, However, they are guite good-natured, which for
us is the main thing.

Our entertainments deserve speciai mention. The third night
we were here Squad B. invited Squad A. to their room after "dinner"
and gave us songs, etc., dressced up in pyjamas, etc., We finished
up with Scotch songs, which were much applauded from cutside, a
iittie white dog even being iifted up and made to ciap its paws!
After we lad returned to our own room presentations througn the
window were made - preserved fruit, tomato sauce, gherkins, from an
unseen young man (very surreptitiously), who refused thanks. Vext
night we gave a return "Charade" - "Sheepskin" - which was most
amusing, and gave us something to¢ think and speak of. The "word”
scene was the arrival of the Unit at Vietoria! and great deiight it
gave to audience ard actors alike. The waving of the Union Jack by
the Chief on this memorable cccasion had been prefaced by her bring-
ing one of the "Guard" in with her, and then sending him out as
done with.

When we returned to our own room it was to find a big loaf of
decent bread on a bed immediately under the window. How we enjoved
it, and the manner of its presentation. Yext night Squad B. gave
Tableaux - very good - and we foliowed with the same sort of thing
two nights later. The@r unit scene was the serving of soup (have
you ever had ‘soup served out of a bucket?) Our Tableaur began
vith the Vad Hatter's Tea-Party. The Chief exactly "Alice" and the

.
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others splendid. The Unit Scene was the Hut on the Banks of the
Danube - splendid. That was on Sunday night, and after that in-

vention or somethirg eise ianguished, and for a Week we only washed
in the evenings, ﬁut on Monday, the 20th, we broke out again -
another Charade - "Blum-Pudding" - which went very well. Then the
Waiiting Scene, six or eight in dark gowns and veils, hair loose and
faces chalked, among wiitiows and reeds which grow.in profusion in
the marshes along the Danube bank. Swaying to and fro, and singing
to the tune "Invocation" the foilowing parody:--

"By Danube's stream we sat and slept
Accompanied by the Guard

In midst of her on stretchers stretched
On forms and tables hard.

From pangs of hunger d4id we moan,
Tiil e'en for bread we cried;

For bread they gave to us a stone,
And drink to us denied.

And when pale dawn doth gild the sky
Forth from our hiut we creep,

To Danube's muddy stream we hie,

And bathe in waters deerp.

3

Our captors led us to a town,

In desolation steep'®,

Like cattle then we ¢a1d us down
On beds of straw to sleep.

Then all rising:

O Caledonia, stern and wiid, Thy Children ecry to thee,
By mout hl“? captors though revzied We know thou'lt ve+ us freel

It was most successfus, just awfuliy gocd. We foiiowed it with
a tug of war for the kettle (ove which the twoe rooms had a struggle
Dﬂig cnded by the arrangement that each room keeps posseuvsion for
24 hours).

But T have said enough to show, I think, that going through
the vale of misery we used it for a weli, making fun of our
migeries and cheering ourselves up with the very t ings that might
have depressed us, .in true British fashion.

This dull 1ittle town bears the name Kevevara or Temeskubin,
and is just opposite Semendria on the edge of the great marsh whlch
is the Danube Bank, and runring out on to the great piains of Hun-
gary. It is abSOiUﬁPiJ flat, and consists of long streets of one-
storied houses, with here a“d there.a bigger buiiding =~ hospital,
school or hotel. TIts streets have 51dew¢¢ks, then a deep diteh,
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then the earth which has been dug out of the ditch, and then very
muddy roadways. After Serbia and her mountains it is particuiarly
duil and uninteresting, and going out with a Guard and in rarties
attracts atiention one wouid rather be without. One one occasion
Lhree atlempts were made to "snapw us, one I fear with success, and

I am stiil thirsting for their bloocd. We scon learnt never to glance
in the direction of a German socldier, many of whom are in the town,

as the only way to avoid insclience was to alpear unconscious of their
bresence. The Austrians, on the otier hand, were generally courteous,
and wouid even saiute occasionally or if addressed. Generaily, ex-
cert for actual shopping we went into the country, along the bank of
a tributary river or down the Embankment to the Danube. We were much
interested in the progress of the great bridge, and in the flioods
which quite surrounded the little hut in which we had spent the night.

When we had been ten days or more in durance vile, a message
came about 7 p.m. one evening for the C.M.0., and Dr. Hope (being a
man) to go to the Oberst L.'s office. Many were the conjectures
during their absence. Could we be to start for home immediately,
or to go back to Serbia, or be sent to Germany? When they came back
it was evident that our hopes of going home were not to be immediate-
ly realised. On the contrary, we were toid that the proposal was
that we should be put toc work in the Cholera Hospitai. (They had
been introduced to the Geneva Convention, and the Chief had written
the American Consul at Buda Pest that we were not detained for work,
S0 we concluded that this was an attempt to justify their detention
of us, for we knew they were quite well supplied wit: unemploved
Red Cross pecplie of their own and did not really need our services.
The lospital had up tc then been in the hands of Germans who if they
left would take all their eguipment, mackintoshes, bedpans, and leave
the place denuded of such necessaries, while our equipment was de-
tained at Krushevatz and Vrntze, and therefore unavailiable. We
doctors were all to go next morning to see the Hospital and discuss
matters. Of course tneir promises were very fair. Dr Hutchison was
to control the nurses, rubber gioves, etc., wouid be provided; but
they were Austrians. The Doctors immediateiy heid a discussion and
noted dowr the points upon which we felt insistence was necessary
either from the point of ‘view of the safety of our Personnel or in
view of the necessity for making them observe the Convention in
dealing with us. The chief roints were: Inoculation with sufficient
time for it to take effect, pay for atl, rubver gioves for the wards,
decent sleeping accommnodatiion, and exercise, etec., etc.

Next morning, Dec,. 17th, we went. Dr. Hutchison, the Drs. Hope,
Dr. Porter, and I. Ve got ihiere before 9 owing to a mistaxe, 9.30
was the time appointed. The Hosvital was a large group of buildings
on the very edge of the town, looking over the plain. Soon after
9.30 Dr. Fischer, under whom we were to work, appeared with some
German doctors, and he refusing to discuss anything till we had gone
over the place, we started. We weres.shown one ward, then Germans
bressed in front, and we saw and were shown nething, and were only
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able to make up our minds that many of the wards were greatly over-
crowded. After a 1ittlie of this we simpiy stayed behind and waited,
feeling it less undignified than foilowing in tueir train. Having
waited an hour or more, we left a message that we had gone to the
Oberst Lt. and went. We were lucky enocugh to cateh him as he was
going out, and expiained tuat the Dr. had no time to attend to us,
but that as we were not inoculated against choiera it was unsafe for
us to undertake it tiil that was done.

He was gquite friendly, saw the peint, or seemed to, and asked
us to wait in his room for half an hour, till he returned, and Dr.
Fischer would come tvo. We did so, and after about the allotted
time heard him discussing the situatior with Dr, ¥, in the adjoining
room, the latter asserting that "we were refusing to work, we could
be forced to work," etc., etc. Then they came in to us.

"You heard what we were saying in the other room?" said the

0.L. to Dr. Hutchison, "Something," she replied, "but what is your
decision?" in her quieily dignified tones. "You must woerk, and you

g0 to work to-morrow morning." Then the struggle began between two
angry blustering men who knew they were wrong, and a 1iltlie determined
woman, intent on protecting her Personnel 4o her izst gacp, yet never
for one moment show'ng excitement save by added quietness of manner
and a tired note in her voice.

"Ich muss meine Letite verlangen. Ich kann es night eriauben."
More #&nd more furious waxed the Buily, more and more gquiet the Chief.
"He was not inocuiated." "We must work." Threats that we should
be retained untii the end of the war - put in tents - treated as
ordirary prisoners - starved, etc. etc. "Woilen Sie arpbeiten, or
wolilen Sie nicht arbeiten?" he trnundered out, and the Chief's reply:
"We will work when.we are properly protected. Put usz to other work
for the next few days"™ - oniy mede him fiore furious,

At last he thought to taunt her, and said "If you wiil come to
werk to-morrow the rest of the Unit shall wait for inocuiation,®
and of course she jumped at the chance, much to his stupefaction.

I never saw a man more taken aback. He tried at once to go back
on his offer, he wanted ten sisters 2150, but he was heid to his
original suggestion. We other doctors siruck in: if the Chief had
to go intc danger we woulid go too, but that was ignored.

At last it was left that w returned for the discusgion of
other points at 5, the Chief to go to work uninoculated next day,
and the rest to be inoceulated in the afternoon. When the appointed
officer arrived it was with orders (written) to inoculsate the Chief
too, and when she went back with the Hopes at b, she found a big
¢iimb down. She was not to go till the others did, and honey-sweet
wouldn't exyress the marners. Tongue, white bread, coffee with milk
vine, mineral waters, were set before and pressed

¥
upon them, fimaily
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tongue, bread and a bottle of wine were wrapped up for them to bring
home - and they had the pleasure of leaving it on the table!

Rubber gloves couldn't be given for thne Nurses, uniess we
bought them, but someone was geing to Temesvar that night, and if
we gave him the money would get them. The Chief agreed rather than
risk the sisters. The second inoculaticn was %o he done ofi~-the fifth
day, and we were not to go to work till the 6th or 7th uniess we were
fit. So, this was Priday. The question of pay was to be referred
t0 headguarters,

21lst. This morning the Inoculator came, but did only those
who had kot been well well enocugh to be doqe on the 17th, and he
arranged to return next morning between 10 and 10.30 to 1ﬂoculate
the others,

24th. We stayed in on Wednesday, but he has not yet appeared,
and T am writing on Friday afternoon, Christmas Bve. Christmas
Day was historie. Several of us vpnf to midnight Mass (which was
spoilt by bitter remarks "nach Engiand”™ at the end). Our guard on
his return marched up and down outside our window with fixed baycnet,
feeling very brave and quite certain that but for him we should be
molested. He was a queer iittlie man, very good-hearte put rather
addicted to Schnannés,

’

We fiiied the Chief's stocking for a surprise, and her hunt

for it when she was dressing caused much amv“ement, smothered bursts
of laughter puzzled her, tiil at last she spied the cause, hanging
on tc her skirt and very bulgy. We taiked of holding a debate on
the advantages and disadvantages of having a bedstead. Then it was
discovered that Equad B. had hung up their stockings outside our
doors and we were not prepared for it. Horrors! what could be done?
Boiution, a piece of firewocod - a very precious commodity - in each.

Breakfast, a cooked breakfast, Sisters Pender and Duguid acted
as fairy godmothers and produced fried eggs and bacon, and we had
rolls .provided by a member of the Unit, not our captors: they took
no notice of the season). Presents alsc were to the fore, cups,
mugs, choccliate, cigareties and other lit*le marks of good fe@llng
were exchanged, and "the Pathers" from the other side of the Halil
sent a big parcel of biscuits.

The morning flew - a 1litile final shopping - cur own little
Christmas service - then ovt to collect willews for the decoration
for the Nirner, and on return efforts to convert them intc almond
trees in bloom. PFor pudding at lunch we had cake, and in the after-
noon we began the decoration of the room, rolied hack our heds, etc,
and then Bguad B, entertained Squad A. at a Book-Tea. Their room
was beauvtifully decorated in red, white and biue, and a most dainty
and luxurious tea served by J.panese waitresses.

( 20 )
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(Ve took eur own cupsandspoons,) Some songs, and the identi-
fication of the books passed the time haprily. The Chief was called
out to interview an officer, who had come down to enguire if we had
any compiaints to make. He was toid that we found making complaints
futile, as ne change foilowed, hut that the complaints we had pre-
viously made held good, and departed with a shrug of the shouliders.
We returned, to find our reom ready for the dinnerparty, the Fiag
hung up, ciothes hidden, beds become seats, forms and boxes tables,
the light shaded, almond trees lovely against the whitewashed walls,
the Christmas Tree in one corner giving a cheerful reminder of the
season,. FPor tablecioths we had pretty paper napgkins; when the
guests arrived, in spotless caps and aprens, we all sat down and
were served with goose! (which had been bbought alive the previous
day and brought by the erranf boy straight into the room in which we
were now disposing of it), and potatoes - uniimited - and claret cup,
Eiss Jack's gift. Then a scrap pail and washing up dish were taken
round by self-constituted waitrescses, and then a flaming plum pudding,
very good and containing rings, money and a thimbie. One sister
got two rings! the Chief one, and others including myself got money.

Then we proposed toasts, the King first of course, and with his
toast we sang the Tational Anthem under our breath and felt Very
daring. Then the Army and Yavy, the Medical and Nursing Services,
the Committee, Fellow Prisoners, The Chief I had to prposed that),

omibagdvl The Administrator, Matron,S.5.cooks and clerk, and in silence "Absent
riends". Altogether we had a very jolly time. Then the Christmas
Tree was lighted, and was very pretty, and we sang carels, and finally
when it had burnt out it was dismantled and each recdeived ene of the
decorations as a scuvenir of "Christmas at Kevevara." Then the
party broke up, we made our beds and crept into them, feelin we had
made the best of a bad job, and had a very jolly time.

Nothing much happened for a few days, then black bread made its
appearance again. 0.L. was away. Dr. Fischer had ordered it. We
bought decent bread and on the return of Oberst L. the Chief saw him
and had another fight for us. success., But oh, it is so wearing
for her, and is teiling on her so. B0 appetite, sieeping badly,
and so thin and tired-loocking. Cooking is so digficult when there
is ne variety and pans are too small, Boiied rice become: a poultice
ste., eto, The kitchen people are also very apt to be dishonest
and disagreeable, sc¢ there are many drawbacks.

Ne further word of the Jager Hospital.
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Vew Year's Day 1916. We proposed a New Year's Eve party and
invited Sguad B., but when the time came we were so tired and conm-
vinced of the futiiity of things that by a unanimous Pete we asked
them to postpene coming till Wew Year's Day. We had a picnic tea
and been very happy on December 30th - perpaps it was reaction after
that excitement. Then rumeur came in - the Krushovatz Unit were
here on their way home. Was it possible? Sure enough, we found
that a party of 21, with Miss Bowhill and Dr. Davidson in charge,
were at the Police Station, supresed t¢ be going home. They had
been round by Belgrad and Semlin, but returned to Semendria and were
to be a few days in Kevevara. By their own account they hdd been
well treated, but things are couleur de rose when one belisves one-
self on the way heme, and various incidents which they reliated
seemed to us te teil ancther story. One of their party, Miss
Whitehead, a giri eof 21, wio was accustomed to wearing men's clothing
at ther heme in Canada and had continued the custom in Serbia rather

‘gﬁisely, had been arrested as a spy and detainsd, and they knew nothing
more of her whereabouts. embers of our Unit visited the party;
next day, but met with iittie encouragement to do so again.

January 9th. Things have happendd since I last wrote. The
other party have been sent on, presumabtly home, and we have heen
transferred from the Kriegsfangenen Department to the Grenz Polizei,
and are to be deported as "undesiralle aiiens" as socon as a "permit’
comes from Buda Pesth. Yeantime we are removed from the Wight
Sheiter to the Police Commandant's House, where we are 1lb in a room
16.10 x 1£.10 x 11l and 17 in a room very slightly larger, whiie

r. and lMrs. Hope have a tiny kennei of a place. We are cniy al-
lowed out urder strict guard, must keep atl together, and may ne
longer go to the Danube, as we are supposed to spy there. I4 is
a great pity as that is the only moderately pretiy walk poessible and
is also quiet and free from insult, The first day we were here we
took a really good walk and went there. The Guards' disgust at
our powers of walking and of walking through mud, was really ludie-
rous. He expressed himself "It is not oniy that they walk so far
ard they walk s¢ fast, bu* they fly over the mud like geese," and
to-day has positively refused to accombany us. He wili be reported,
and the "Capitaine" deoes conduct himself like a gentieman and secems
to be straight, tve great things as it makes mattes 50 much easier
for the Chief when she has te interview him. It is amusing, as
we heard it said the other day, "These are the Suffragettes! the
London Police can't manage them, we'sl see what the Austrian Army
can do!" and the sequel is that more staiwart ghards have had to
be produced and are sent to rest before they take us out. We expect
now to overhear "If these are the women! what wiii the men be?"

o We nowﬁhave ?o pay for all our foed, wood, light and railway

! , Our ewn ’KS cock, and we are in cioever. Two
frem the room undertake the washing-up each day, and excert that k

knives and forks go amissing, it answers very comfortably.
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We mzxpect to start in a day or two new, so gre guite cheery,
To-day we are told that tweo Engliisn ledies are to be sent witp us,
Who are Reg Cross Worgers, and were destined for an English hog-
Pital. Our naturai irelination is to say "Oh, bother”, pyut if
they are nice it Will be g Pleasarnt addition ang give some one
fresh to Speak to, But we hope we ghal, not be delayed to wait
for them,

Ja?uazy 12th, They arrived on the 9th gt dusk, having no idea
that it wag Preparatery to going home , ang their delight at the hope
was very Pleasant, They brove to be two doctors from th Stobart
Unit, who Were left gt Monastor with a Sister vho hag been accident-
ally shot. The SBister, though Very 1il for g time, had done well
and these twe, Dr, faemilian gng Dr. Iiess, with the Sister and ner
nurse, hag Come, on foot mostly, with g convey of wounded from
Monastir up to Krushevatz, All the way they had hag to share s8lee]~
ing accommodation With the maie officers! At Krushevatg they hag
Seen and dineg with D, Ingiis on the 6th ana trained on to Belgrad.
There they were Seéparated. the Sisters sent into Hospibal ag LPatient
and nurse, ang these two Doctors through some mistake put into the
¢ommen prisen with undesirable women , ete., for Some hours, Vhen
relensed, dpologies were made and they were sent cn to Nogzartz,
from whence they came to us.

Pr. Maemiiion wag o stranger ; we Were feilow students, ana
she had been resident gt Brunfsfield unger Dr. Hutehison, She is
& Very nice woman and quite g wWelcome addition, but cneres dread-
filiy,

Now we are only waiting fopr the ”Permit", Which we zrye told
has left Buaa Pestn, Soon may it tome, for thege Close quarters
are very try}ng, and the going out Obly in large parties whicy must
keep together, 8t1.i1 nmore 50,

Dr. Macemiiigy brought worg of the Miadanavatz Unit, They got
Safely to Monastir and bresumabliy home, except for gn unfortunate
motor accident, whiep resulted in the death of Mrs. Youghia from
fracture of the base, She wags one of the Sisters vho came out with
ms.

January 28th, I have nag no heart to write, Nearly three
wWeeks have Pasced ang $till we agre "internea bPeople", which means
Paying for everything Ourselves gng our money is dwindling. 1%
wiil bpe awful if we have tg become Baurers in this Country.
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We had a great time, however, on the 25th, "Rabbie Burns nicht",
Scotech songs and scenes from Burns' life. A Bcotch re-i danced by
Burns (Mise Gordon) lMary Morrison (tie Chief, bare-footed), Tam-o-
Shanter (Bister Dow) and Jean Armour (Sister Duguid, barefooted).
The drinking scene depicted by Burns Tam and a crony (¥iss Tebbutt)
was very well done, so well that a:i three had a "head next day!

We did the Cottar's Saturday Hight too, with Miss Jack as ilother,
Miss Tebbutt Father, severa: chiidren (a made-up baby) and myseif
for Granny with a paper muich, a big shawl and wocllen petticoate
It cheered us all up, and we finished with several dances and slept
well afterwards. We have had two or three other entertainments
here, but on the whole have B und the confinement and monotcony most
irisome.

German study and l~ssons have somewhat relieved it for me, and
at last in desperation the Chief proposed a change in nalrdressing,
ad for some days we have all tried new ways. I can do nothing
with mine yet, but the kind offices of a moreskiiled member of the
commanyty have done wonders with it.

The Chief has never ceased trying to get us sent home, appealed
to go to Buda Pesth to see the American Consul, and when that was
refused by telebhone fro+w Temesvar, insisted on writing to him
again, and indueced the Captain to send the letters in an official
envelope, wrote to Geneva for letters, and was so imporitunate that
the Captain in self-defence telephoned two or three times to Buda
Pesth to get us cpi-the last time in her presence, and he translated
their answer to her as a reguest to be calm, that negotiations for
our release were in ftrain and might soon be complete, The idea of
requesting her to-be calm tickled us greatly: she is never anything
else, and the Captain turns to her in all perplexities, as to nhow
he is to house fresh Britons as they turn up. Three more have
been stranded here, among them the Misz Whitehecad b=fore referred to.

Yesterday we were told that the Captain had received telegraphic
orders to send us all on to Kecskemet, a town between Temesvar and
Buda Pesth, and he proposed to accompany us himself! to-morrow,
To-day he has insisted on exchanging ail our goid for Ausirian paper
money, 1o our great disgust, but apparently there are orders that
no goid is to go out of the country, and he gives a fair exchange,
or ratier nas taxen steps to ensure the Bank giving it. He himself
is a doil rather than a man, all corsets and goid lace, but one
wonders what would be left if his official self and ciothes were
away. While we have been here we have had several instances of the
uncertd nty of the Hungarian temper. One man even took the Chief
by the shoulders and shock her, then threw her from him with such
vioience that she all But felil. Another day an underling had the
impertinence to throw open the docor of the Hopes'! room without any
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preiiminary knoek even, to show off the English prisoners to a
femaie aciuaintance. These incidents were reported, andwe were
toid their anthors would be pebukkdd.

Kecskemet. We arrived here on Sunday, Jan. 30th, jsst at
dawn. Our departure from Kevevara was not digtinguished by any
courtesy on the part of the officials, who from the Captain downwards

gave their countenance to downright cheuting and rudeness. We paid
21 kr. for the carting of our iuggage to the station, which would

have been fairiy paid by Xr. i0, and had been bargained for at XKr.16.
The tradesveople, however, were ver, courieous, and thanked us fer
the custom we had given then. :

%

All the luggage was registered through to Kecskemet and our
tickets (3rd class)} we paid to the first change, Vecs. 8o far the
train just erawled cover the plain, stopping at every litile station,
but we reached the junetion st last, found our connection waiting,
and had g hurried ruph down the platform with our hand-iuggage to
our carriage. There was no time to get tickets: we expected to pay
on tne train, but no one came to collect the money - and in two
hours' time we reached Temesvar. Here we found the place crowded
with Germen soldiers: it was one of their head gquarters, so we were
giad we were oniy kept there an hour. We got coffece and brecd guite
comfortably, and were then conducted towards our train. While our
escort was speaking to the Chef de CGare, we heard the train goes
at -~ - - =« The Engianderin can wait", But the Captain was anxious
to see the last of us, and was sufficiently in authority to keep the
train long enough for us to get on hoard. What a night! hard,
hard seats, bad air, little room, no possibility cof sleep.

At Kecskemet the Captain couid not count us - one was missing.
He nearly tore his hair, and ran up and down like a clucking hen.
We got inte lines, still one shori. ife had forgotten to count the .
Chief! S0 that being settled he handed us over to the Stadt Poli%@ﬂ
and said Adies! to our mutual reliief. But the B, Poligqe® did not
seen to think we were on ocur way home, and my spirits went down to
zZero. That was a horrid day. Bveryone spoke Hungarian, and their
way of looking at things was so different from ocurs, thoughthe cheer:
ing point was that they scemed to mean to be kingd. We were conduc~
ted to a hdspital, and given a ward as bed and living room, three
in two beds, blankets and not too ciean, only 28 provided for. The
next few hours were a nighimare, for there was no sort of privacy =
men and women alike trotted 1 n, stared, tairked loudiy and with much
gesture. We were given coffee and hurnks of bread and told to be
at the Stadthaus at 8 a.m. and to rest tili then. But rest was
impossibie.
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We went to the Btadthaus, and there had our passports taxken
from us, had to answer guestions and be described as to perscnal
appearance, etc, All in an intolerable atmosphere, but with kird-
liness. At last ve were sent out, and then found that Viss Jack
had arrenged for a good meal at a iittle restaurant close by, wheree
the people were most kirdly, and irterested and fed us well. Then
we returned to our ward and tried to rest, but still there were many
irterruptions which made repose difficult. The "Chief of Poiice"
himseif walked in unannounced, and was greatly hurt tnat I seemed
not pleased {my bed was next to the door). Again we visited the
Stadthaus, then another meal, in a private room at the Restaurant,
most delicious coffee with Walpped cream, bread, butter (a great
treat) and scrambled eges. Then at 1= s% bed, and sieep. The only
rossible time to wash was before 7 in the mvrnxﬂg, for at that hour
men brought in tepid coffee in enamel dishes, rather like a dog’
drinking bowl, and & piece of bread which they said was a day's sup-
ply. It was really about #1b., I think, brown and guite good.

At 1l we "reported" at the Stadthaus and received many injunc-
tions. ¥e might go about the town alcne, but not bheyond tne town,
and should be wise to aveid the smaller strests. Wa must be in
by 6, and our cameras must be surrendered, to be returned at the
Frentier, WHEY we got there,.

Two hours or sc of standing about in an intolierablie atmosphers,
hen a meal \hard meat and bean mash) at the Hospitai, and then I
ned a bhath. Pubiic baths with a private room and as much very hot
water as you liked, and ali for 1.20. Didn't I revei! - several
es that week. Later, a deiicious meai at our friendly restau-
rant, and then in .and bed.

Next d=y began as before, but when we went to the Stadthaus
the "Chief" had a liong &uilﬁnce with the Haupbartz and Haupstadtiman,
and protested v1goroualy egainst the Jjust-discovered Tact that we
were duJ”+an& in a Loek hOapltu¢, averring that we absoclutely re-

fused to stay there another night: other quarters must be provided.

As usvali, the officials desired dPJaJ Next day two large
rooms and a er?w one shovid be at our dispcsal. But Dr. Hutehison
was flrm said we could do with emptyv rooms and straw as we had
bhefore, but remove from the Heospital we must.

Finding her determined, they promised to give the rooms in the
evening, and t0 have our lugprage taken down, They also arranged
fo~ us to have three @eals daily at an eating-house near al a charge
of 2k. daily a piece, and were so annoyed at our wishing to maxe our
own arrangements that we yielded tine point for a week and determined
to supplement if necessary.
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During the afternoon our small and large luggage was conveyed
to its destination, and after our evening meal we Were ied to it,
by the longest route I believe, It was & good walk at any rate,
and we arrived to fihd one large room and one small one ohly, more
of a crowd than ever therefore we managed for that night with Dr.
and Mrs. Hope keeping the room outside they had already occupied
and another in the same house receiving 4 of us. Next day still
two other outside lodgings were taken.

Bach day at Kecskemet we spent one to 1s hours in the Poiice
Station, doing nothing for the most part, But the town had one
great oompensation, private publiic baths were avaiiable, as much
hot water as you iliked and a room 0 yourself to bath in! all for
IX. =20. Didn't we revel - weren't the Tea shops patronised -
delicious coffee and deliicious cakes, We chaffed "the Paupers"
about the numbers of times they were to be found in Cafes. (The
Paupers were members of other Units who were being fronked and fed
by the Austrians on the plea that they hud no money, )

On Thursday when we paid our usual morning call at the P.
Station we were told we were to leave K. on Baturday en route for
Homne, But we had heard th:t tale so often before that it hardly
found credence, even though they asserted it was "as certain as g
poison",.

By Friday some doubt had either found its way t¢ their minds
or they wanted to worry us, for they said then that our going home
wus "possible" and on teing reminded of their agsertions ansvered
only by a lifting of the shoudbders. However, we were certainly
to leave Kecskemot so afier an early breakfast next morning off we
set to the station and arrived at Buda Pesth about midday. Ve
were conveyed across the City ¢o the Station of departure and had
a meal, while Dr. Hope and Miss Jack interviewed the American Con-
sul, who was very kind and did ail he could to help. Late at
night we got our trzin on, and arrived at Bruck on the Austro-Hung
frontier about .30 a.m, Here we were conducted to the P. Station
to wait, and made ourselves breakfast in the corridor, getting water
from a street fountain, and washing up there afterwards.

We alli carried our cups ete. with us either in a bag on our
backs or otherwise, so impromptu meals were easily managed, When
we could get food and on this oceasion had bread etc. with us,.
About noon after a visit to the Town Hall, we got another train and
reached Vienna during the afterncon.
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T seem not +to have mentioned that at Buda Pesth we were alliow-
ed to go freely about the town, without a guard! and during the
evening several of us toox tram to the Danube, walked across the
bridee and up the terrace walik which leads up the great CLiff, the
Lights below made a beautiful spectable.

At Vienna we were separated into threc parties, at different
Hotels, and enjoyed very comfortabvle beds.

In the morning we went to the station for orders and got per-
mission to go where we pieased till two, then return, while the
Chief went to interview the American Consul, &0 with some of the
cthers I went to see the Ring Strascse and to have lunch. At 2 we
were sent off again, %till 4,30 and during the afternodn saw many
shops and had tea, quite good. But the vrice of cakes was reaised,
I should say by ¥ for us, the waitress preferring not to know the
price, When all h=d assembled at 4.30 we were bidden produce all
films, developed and undeveioped and then our cameras were returned.
We hod aeccess to our luggage for the purpose but were very hurried,
then the luggage was conveyed to another station, and we also in a
reserved electric tram,

Arangements were vecy confuscd, we were kevt standing and
standing about instead of being allowed to go for a2 meal, Then
the other Unit which had passed through Kovevara appeared. They
had spent a month at Waidhofen, and for the next few days were a
thorn in our side, for they appropriated more than their share of
seats in the train and took all the best (when they couvld).

However, we got in at last and left Vienna, really for home,.
The next part of our journey was through the Tyrol, lovely &cenery
snow clad heights, rushing rivers and picturesque littlie wviiliages.

We passed Innsbruck and felt we could guite enjoy visiting
it in happier times, tiil we arrived at the frontier town of
Feldkireh, Here we were kepi waiting in the train for about an
nour, and then toild to ziight, htringing our hand-iugguee with us.
We were taken to =z waiting room, our pass-ports handed over by the
guard, and summoned to enter the Cu.toms one by one, in no sort of
order of procedure. Fach s her name was read out gathered up
her sm:lli beiongings wnd entered ind scarching began.

ALl maps were confiscated,zlso any paler, new or oid, used oT
unused, even to new paper bags or toilet raper was ta<en from us,
so fearful were they that invisible writing might have benn practis-
ed. Any book vhich had a note writien in it, photographs, private
letiers, all shared the same fate. In some instances a protest
t0 the officer in char ge resuited in the re'urn of a picture cr a
personal photo, but in cases where the victim would not speck Ger-
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man actual pilfering of small things such as a cigarette lighter
or a pencil case took placd.

Fortunztely my searcher was a rather cecent gsort and performed
his office somewhat perfunctorily, for he missed Dbolh this diary
which was in my hand luggsge, and my case notes and p. postcards
which were in my box, and that%t, in spite of the fact that I was

calling him "Dieb" etc. for taking maps and notepaper. Some were
not so fortunate. The Chief's box was emptied entirely before it
wos "passed", When each box was finished the owner was sent with
the hand luggage to the other side of the room, to join the gueue
for searching of the person. One by one we entered a little room
wvhere a very tired woman-searcher carried oul her duties. Pockets

had to be emptied, my hat removed, and a hend pussed over hair and
vody to ensure no secret pockel or packetl.

Again I came off easilyk for even my hig hoots were not re-
moved, and the notes lining the bandeau cof my hat were no ot discov-

ered.

ne ordeal over, T picked up my smalithinrs, and was turned
out of the Customs, passing through the Restauvrant to a small wait-
ing room {with very few seats in it and from which egrewu was bar-
red by a sentry).

I ordered some tea, and then was told "The train was just
going"! I xnew that many ¢f our party were stiri in the "Customs"
but went out to see t hat some of our Unit, and some of thie other
were already in a carriage attached to a trein which certainliy did
seem t6 have every intention of starting immediately.

(0 !’."

I found my way back disregarding sentries and everything else,
to the "Customs® for orders, tn find to my intense dismay that
"The Chief" was a real prisoner, under arrest, and closeiy guarded.
%7 am not to ro" she managed to say to me, then her captor broke in
and ordered meoff, and having ignored them os long as I dared, I
went out to find the train moving off. I returned to my tea’
reatly perturbed, and had a very unhappy afternoon, I got %he
story from one ¥ho had heard ithe incident which led to the Chief's
a;rest. Bhe h.od been intervreting for a member of the other Unit,
ebout the exchange of her money, and had {when Be  protested at the
rate offered lsaid to her in nngsr Miou'd He*ucritake ity ﬁﬁ'V@

’t £ 1]

been cheated tool. This was GVE?HE&”ﬁ by a German who understood
English, and chose to consider i‘{ an insult offered to the Officers
present. Presentiy she vas mare hed off anu for some hours her

- % ¥ o ,
chsence was a source of grezt anx ety anc disquietude to me and
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many others. Finally Miss Jack and Mrs. Hope insisted on inter-
viewing the Staticon Head, only to be toid that she had been detained
for "being cheeky". However during their absence she returned
(about 6,30-) though we did not hear till next day, how she had got
cut of the hole,

We hod dinner, and then got a train about 8 and finaily left
? -

Austriall! and arrived at Buchs vhere we found the others waiting
For us. Having after some trouble found rooms we dispersed for

the night, very happy!

We started early next morning after breakfast at the station,
and aboult 11 arrived at Zurich. Here we were met by the Consul:
and an American who proved to be an nld acqguaintance of Dr.
Hutchison's in the last Ralkan War., We hastily changed tralins,
leaving Hiss Gordomto bring the luggage on by the next, got iunch
on the train and arrived ot Berne, to be met by British lazdies
with snowdrops and violets and kind speeches, and by British men
who took uvws to the Consuiate «nd did the necessary business with our
vagsports in swift British business fashion.

hen we dispersed, to shop or see or rest at the Bernerhof till
, When tea would ke served at the Bernerhof.

@+
o i3

“ven the sun was propitious and gave u»
showing wp my old friends , the Jungfrau, E
desisting to give the moon a chance,

& lovely goodnight,
ger Monch and finally

s
i

Then dinner at ‘he station, and a send off when we waved the
Union Jack, (no longsr a petiicout) sang God Save the King and gave
three British cheers,

About midnight we reached Pontatliew and on our status being
expliained were passed through the Customs, our Passports ail ox-
amined together and we took our seats.

TL was snowing but the carriages were welluwarmed znd we were
due in Paris about 7 a.m. Rutl very slowly went that train and at
6.30 we had covered iiftle more than half the distance, and then
were "held up" for 8 hours by a breakdown on the line in front of

RN Snow, snow and more snow, and no one knew how long we should
have 1o wait, By and bye the Chief and Viss Jack having explained
that we were hungry to an official, hurried off to the village to
buy food, and socon returned with loaves, szusages, figs and choco-
late, Some French sailors gave us coffee and we had a mueh arpre-
ciated meal,

In the evening we arrived in Paris, shd dinser, separated
from the other party and their luggage, and went to the Hotel Palais
Iyons, very comfortable indeed, luxurious bedrooms, hot water laid
on and every convenience handy.
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I shared a room with WMiss Gordon, and we breakfasted in bed
and did noi appear downsitairs till near midday.

Then we went ocut and saw shops and shops and more shops till
evening, and all in pouring rain!!

Hext morning ve started early by train for Dieppe, arrived
there and were most kindly treated. Thne boat was crowded but
everyone was very nice to us, and we were amused to find ourselves
the subject to a paragrakh 1n the "Deily Mail'h,

A somewhat rough crossing to Polkestone kept me auiet, arrived
there, once more we hnd preferentiai trﬁaﬁmmnf and got through the
Customs very informaily. I think it was at Dierve that when we
vere passedinto the passport exam. room, others wno had weited
ionger were inciined to protest, but our gusrdian said to them
"They are just cumiﬂﬁ home from Serhia® or words to that effect)
"They have been pri Soners, I think the lcast we can do is to iet
them go first® and if{ was a treat to see the iadies' giad agree-
ment, It touched me very much.

A duick run up from Forkestone and inen Victoria Siation, very
darx, and a crowd of friends to meet us, Ada, Gracie Bydney,
Harold, of my own, besides members of the Committes. It made up
for a great deal.

HIRE EWDETH THE DIARY !!
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